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A Blizzard of Troubles
2 Corinthians 6:3-10

[Outline from William Barclay]

“We do our work, trying to put an obstacle in no man’s way, for we do not wish the ministry to become a laughing-stock for critics” (Barclay’s translation, 2 Corinthians 6:3).
How to become a sincere and profitable minister of Jesus Christ:
Endurance: uJpomonhv – the courageous and triumphant ability to bear things which enables a man to pass the breaking point and not to break and always greet the unseen with a cheer.  It changes tribulation into strength and glory.

Internal conflicts
1) Things which press upon us.  Originally expressed sheer, physical pressure on a man.
1.   Sorrows – a burden on your heart

2.   Disappointments – crushing the life out of you

3.  Demands of life – sheer pressure of daily life

2) The inescapable pains of life.  (Pay taxes and die)

1. The necessities of life

2. The suffering of life

3. The end of life

3) The anxieties of life (literally ‘too-narrow-a-place’)
1. Used of an army caught in an ambush

2. Used of a ship caught in a storm with no room to maneuver

3. Life has its moments when you feel suffocated – claustrophobia

Even in such a situation the triumphant endurance makes you able to breathe the spaciousness of heaven.
External conflicts

1) Beatings

i. Can you imagine being beaten because you claimed to be a Christian?
ii. Are you willing to be beaten for the cause of Christ?
2) Imprisonments (Paul was in prison no fewer than seven times)

i. Paul was imprisoned in Philippi
ii. Paul was imprisoned after he wrote to the Corinthians saints.
iii. Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea

iv. Paul was imprisoned in Rome

3) Tumults (confusion)
i. Paul faced the mob in Ephesus

ii. Paul faced the mob in Thessalonica

iii. Today we face mockery

iv. Today we face the amused contempt of the crowd

The efforts of the Christian life

1) Toils and labors 
i. To the point of sheer exhaustion

ii. Labor that takes everything of body, mind and spirit

iii. The Christian is the workman of God

2) Sleepless nights

i. Some spent in prayer

ii. Some spent in hazard where sleep was impossible

iii. Ready to be the ‘unsleeping sentinel’ of Christ

(See: Matthew 26:36-46)

3) Hunger

i. Willing to miss a meal for the cause of Christ

ii. Are you willing to be late for your lunch reservation?
God-given equipment

Qualities of mind

1) Purity

i. The careful avoidance of all sins 

ii. The freedom from every stain of flesh and spirit

iii. The quality which enables a man to enter into the very presence of God

2) Knowledge

i. Knowing what needs to be done

ii. Knowledge delivered in the actions of the Christian

3) Patience

i. Patience with people

ii. Even when they are misguided and wrong

iii. Even when they are cruel and insulting

Qualities of heart

1) Kindness

i. To put others at ease

ii. Sympathetic sweetness

iii. Thinking far more of others than of yourself

2) ‘Spirit’ of holiness

i. The dominating motive for Christian behavior

ii. Directed solely towards the honor and service of God

3) Genuine love

i. Unconquerable benevolence and good will

ii. Seeking another’s highest good

Qualities of preaching

1) Declaration of the truth

i. Given to us by Christ 

ii.   Given the strength and ability to proclaim it

2) The power of God

i. The only power Paul had was the power of God

ii.   You can almost hear Paul say, “God enabled me to preach”

3) Weapons of righteousness

i. For defense – the shield was carried in the left hand

ii.   For attack – the sword was carried in the right hand

Series of Contrasts
Glory




Dishonor


Dishonor was a word that normally was used for the loss of rights as a citizen

I may have lost all the rights and privileges which the world confers, but I am still a citizen of the Kingdom of God!
Good report



Evil report

There are those who criticize my every action and hate my very name, but my fame with God is sure!
Regarded as true


Regarded as deceivers


Others may call me an imposter, but my message is God’s truth!
Well-known



Unknown

I may be called a ‘no-account’ nobody, but those to whom I have brought the gospel, I am known and known with gratitude!

Living




Dying

Not put to death


Punished


You can kill a Christian, but you can never harm him!
Always rejoicing


Sorrowful

Things happen that could break any man’s spirit, but nothing can destroy the joy I have that no one can take from me.
Making many rich


Poor

I may seem to be a penniless wanderer, but by bringing the gospel message, I enrich the souls of men with priceless treasure!
Possessing all things


Having nothing


Seemingly having nothing, I have everything that matters!
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