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Anatomy 101

1 Corinthians 12:12-26

Introduction

A. In college (in 19** and none of your business) I was privileged to take ‘Anatomy 101’

B. The expectation level was high (wink, wink, nudge, nudge!)

1. I entered the classroom (age 19) ready to learn all about the human body

2. When I was handed my first assignment, it was in a foreign language (Latin)

a. Did you know that there are 19 bones in the human hand (all with unpronounceable names)?

b. Did you know that 

3. One thing I managed to learn was the fact that the body is “fearfully and wonderfully made”
C. In 1 Corinthians 12:12-26, Paul compares the physical human body with the spiritual body of Christ

I. Becoming a part of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

A. Christ will save His body, the church, on the day of judgment

B. How do you become a part of His body, the church?

1. Listen to the Spirit: “For by one Spirit” (verse 13)

a. Follow the divine instructions given by the inspired apostles and writers of the Bible

b. Examples

1) “If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment” (1 Cor. 14:37).

2) “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

3) “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls” (James 1:21)

2. Be baptized into the body (verse 13)

a. The word ‘baptized’ has and will always mean ‘immerse, dip, or plunge’

b. The Spirit, through the pen of Paul, says that immersion puts the obedient “into one body”
c. Therefore, immersion is the point at which one enters into a saved condition – in the body of Christ which will be saved on that great and glorious day of the Lord

d. Immersion is also the point at which you become a member of the church of Christ

3. Forget all social/racial barriers (color blind)

a. In Christ, all are one

b. God demands the same act of obedience from everyone – there is no partiality with God regarding salvation

“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

4. Drink of the one Spirit

a. This not only illustrates our close association with each other, it is also a command

b. How are we filled with the Spirit? (Ephesians 5:18-21)

1) Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs

2) Singing

3) Making melody with your heart to the Lord

4) Giving thanks

5) Submitting to one another in the fear of Christ

5. Acknowledge this fact: Diversity produces unity (verse 14)

a. The body is not one member, but many members

b. We do not all have the same gifts, but our differences strengthen the work of the church

c. How do I know what my gift is?

1) Follow the pattern of our ‘liberal arts’ colleges and universities

2) Try many different things until you ‘find’ the right fit

II. Treasuring your place in the body of Christ

A. Recognize your place in the body

1. There are so many differences here in the body of Christ that meets at Columbine

a. There are members who are excellent ‘bean counters’

b. There are ‘organizers’ 

c. There are ‘teachers’

d. There are ‘students’

e. There are ‘motivators’

2.  See these differences as a positive – ‘our cup is half-full’

B. Recognize your dependence on the other members

1. If you are not a ‘prominent’ part of the body (an eye), you are still a part of the body

2. If the body is missing a part, it does not function as well

a. Did your mother ever say, “Don’t run with scissors”?

b. Your mother wanted you to ‘have all of your parts’

3. God placed you where He wants you…don’t try to ‘second-guess’ Him

a. He designed the human body and the spiritual body – that should settle all envious complaining (verse 18)

b. He placed honor where He wanted honor – that should settle all prideful contempt (verse 24)

c. ALL service ranks the same with God – we need all the work that everyone can do

C. Recognize the fondness you should have for all the other members

1. We need each other

a. What if we were all ‘the eye’?

b. What if we were all ‘the ear’?

c. Absurd!  If we all did the same thing, nothing would get done

2. We ought to respect each other and the gifts we all have

a. By obeying (listening to the Spirit), there will be no divisions among us

b. The ‘head’ must have proper respect for the ‘foot’

3. We ought to sympathize with each other

a. Weep with those who weep

b. Mourn with those who mourn

c. Rejoice with those who rejoice (sound familiar?)

Conclusion

A. God designed this body for a purpose

1. Discover your gift and use it for God’s glory

2. Trial and error are the best tools you have to discover your gift

B. “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself” (Philippians 2:3)

C. We all contribute to our overall goal

A Christ-centered family, living for God, loving each other and lighting the world!
D. You MUST become a member of the body of Christ

1. Listen to the Spirit – He says ‘COME’

2. Obey the call – display your faith in immersion for the forgiveness of sins

a. You will be added to the body of Christ

b. You will be saved on the day of judgment

E. Become a member of the body of Christ and then maintain your membership by utilizing your gifts for His glory!
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