Be In Readiness
Luke 12:35-48

Introduction

A. “Ready or not, here I come!”




1.  The good ole game of “Hide & Seek”



2.  Count to 50 and then come and find us


B.  That’s exactly what happened with our new year



1.  Before we knew it, 2003 was here



2.  “Time flies when you’re having fun”

C.  The Bible is full of advice about being ready




1.  “The wise man built his house upon the Rock” (Luke 6:48)



2.  Forgive and you will be forgiven (~Matthew 18:35)


3.  “Be on the alert!” (Mark 13:37)


4.  Parable of the fig tree



5.  Parable of the ten virgins



6.  Parable of the talents

I.  Waiting for the Master (Luke 12:35-48)
A. God will find you
B. On the alert
1. The Jews divided the night into three watches

a. Sunset – 10:00 PM

b. 10:00 PM – 2:00 AM

c. 2:00 AM – Sunrise

2. Christ’s return is certain – the time is not known

3. Fulfill your responsibilities

a. Keep from doing wrong (1 John 3:4)

b. Do what is right (James 4:17)

C. How He finds you (optimal)
1. With your work completed

2. At peace with your fellow man

3. At peace with Him

II. Wise vs. Unwise

A. A trusted steward

1. Unlimited power

2. Control of all other slaves

3. Administered the master’s estate

B. The unwise steward

1. “I will do what I like while my master is away”

2. “I have plenty of time to put things right before my master returns”

Conclusion

A. God offers peace through the blood of His Son

B. God expects you to be at peace with all men (Romans 12:18)

C. God expects you to complete your work

1. Don’t sin

2. Do what is right

