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Introduction


A.  How to Write a Good Introduction 



1.  A good introduction should: 




a.  Attract the reader's attention. 




b.  Hold the reader's attention and make the reader receptive to the 




writer's ideas. 




c.  Move gradually from general opening statements to a specific 




controlling idea. 




d.  Delay the blunt presentation of the thesis statement. 



2.  You can begin your intro with any of the following strategies:




a.  If your reader lacks the background needed to understand your 




paper, try one of the following strategies: 





1)  define terms 





2)  present a brief history 





3)  explain the different sides of a controversy 





4)  set the scene in detail 




b.  If your reader knows something of your subject, devote your 




space to stimulating the reader's interest : 





1)  raise a provocative question or series of questions 





2)  begin with an interesting quote 





3)  tell an anecdote that relates to the topic 





4)  set the scene in detail 





5)  ask your reader to imagine. . . 





6)  refute a commonly held idea 





7)  relate a series of seemingly unrelated facts, then bring 





them together for the reader. 
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B. 1st Impressions

1. When you meet someone for the first time, there are certain rules

2. You have one of three memories

a. Good

b. Bad

c. Neutral

3. Certain people become life-long friends

C. Consider the humble origin of the mighty empire of the Lord Jesus Christ

1. John the immerser introduces Jesus by saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).  

2. Nathanael’s doubting question, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46).

3. The promise from Jesus, “You shall see greater things than these” (John 1:50).  

4. Read:  John 1:29-50

D. The scene

1. The persons who make their appearance are all natives of Galilee

a. They have all come out to hear the ‘immerser’ preach

b. He preaches, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
c. He tells of the One who would come after him

1) He compares himself with the One as a mere “voice in the wilderness”

2) The immerser recognizes the “higher rank” of this One
3) He admits his unworthiness by declaring, “the latchet of His sandals I am unworthy to untie”

4) He is describing none other than the Messiah, the Son of God, the King of Israel
2. There is no need for formal introduction

a. All they needed was to know that this was Him

b. They were anxious to see the Messianic King, as we would be to see and meet the President

I. The men

A. Indications of character

1. Little is said, but what is said denotes they were pious men

2. Evidently they belonged to a minority who waited for the consolation of Israel

3. Anxiously looking for Him who would fulfill God’s promises

4. They were men who hungered and thirsted after real righteousness

B. Simon Peter

1. “You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas (which is translated Peter)” (John 1:42).

2. ‘The man of rock’

3. Christ sees Peter for what he will become, in spite of his weaknesses

4. Capacities of faith and devotion – the embryo of ultimate strength and power

C. Philip

1. All that is said in this text is where he is from, “Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter” (John 1:44).

2. From compiling narratives from the other gospel accounts, the conclusion is drawn that he was characteristically deliberate in arriving at decision

3. He was an earnest inquirer after truth, having thoroughly searched the Scriptures and made himself acquainted with the Messiah of promise and prophecy.

D. Nathanael

1. His doubt

a. “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46).

c. Being a Galilean himself, and believing the current opinion, this was an attitude from humility 

d. Unlike the arrogant Judeans, he was willing to have his prejudices removed…he came and saw

2.   A man of great moral excellence

3. “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” (John 1:47).

a. Pure heart

b. No double-mindedness

c. No impure motive

d. A man ‘of gentle meditative spirit’

4. He had been involved in spiritual exercises – “under the fig tree”
5. His declarations;

a. “Rabbi!”

b. “You are the Son of God”

c. “You are the King of Israel”

II.  The faith

A. At first glance, it seems unnaturally sudden and mature

1. These men, who would later turn the world upside down, had just met the Incarnate Christ…God in the flesh

2. They believe in Jesus on a moments notice

3. They express their faith with terminology normally reserved for the mature Christian

B. The titles given to Jesus

1. Christ

2. Messiah

3. King of Israel

4. Son of God

5. Lamb of God

C. The facts

1. These men had studied and knew the Messiah was to come some day

2. They wished that it was the right time, for He was greatly needed

3. They had waited for the ‘consolation of Israel’

4. They were told by the immerser that this man was the Christ

5. Their first impression confirmed the message 

D. Lamb of God

1. Given to the Lord by John the immerser, not one of the 5 disciples

2. Undoubtedly the Holy Spirit had given John ‘heads up’ by describing who to look for: “He upon whom you see the spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).  

E. Son of God/King of Israel

1. Bringing the OT titles to bear on the Christ

2. These titles used at the beginning of their faith would not be used in the same light as was the end of their faith

F. Exactly what we would and should expect of these brethren

1. They recognized Jesus – the Divine Prophet, King, Son of OT prophecy

2. Imperfect or not, it brought them into close fellowship with Him

3. Just as Jesus had promised, they indeed “see greater things than these”
4. One truth after another, assuming its place in the firmament of their minds, like the stars appearing in the evening sky as daylight fades away.

Application


A. What type of ‘disciple’ are you?

1. Simon Peter – in spite of your weakness, capacities of faith and devotion can be seen in you

2. Andrew – always bringing someone to Christ

3. Philip – characteristically deliberate in arriving at decisions – searching the Scriptures to see if these things are so

4. Nathanael – great moral excellence

B. Make Jesus a life-long friend

1. Hear & Obey the gospel

2. Consider the humble origin of the mighty empire of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ



Source Material: The Training of the Twelve, by Alexander B. Bruce
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