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Introduction

A. A&E Television produces a popular show entitled: Biography

1. The life-story of men and women who are well-known

2. They always tell of things that I’ve never heard of before

3. The complete story, however, is never told

B. Our Bible has a ‘biography’ of one of the most famous preachers of all time

1. The book of Acts gives us just a glimpse of the man Paul

2. When compared with 2 Corinthians 11, the book of Acts is just a sketch

3. Paul wrote to the saints in Corinth while in Ephesus.

a. The account in the book of Acts is found in chapter 19

b. When we compare the letter to Corinth with the book of Acts, only 25% of what Paul writes to Corinth is recorded in the book of Acts

c. Paul is even a greater man than we have thought

d. The book of Acts merely skims the surface of what he did and endured

4.  The Lord gives you, ‘The Biography of the apostle Paul’

I. Paul’s Credentials
A. Born in Tarsus in Cilicia (Acts 22:3)

1. Born a Roman citizen -  He appealed to his Roman citizenship to stop a scourging (Acts 22:25-29)

2. Born a Jew (2 Corinthians 11:22)

a. “A Hebrew of Hebrews” (Philippians 3:5)

1) The ‘extra-super-apostles’ claimed to be Hebrews

2) Hebrew was the term used to designate the Jews who still remembered and still spoke their ancient Hebrew language in its Aramaic form
3) Many Jews, who had been dispersed, forgot their native tongue and spoke Greek

4) The Jews from Jerusalem, who spoke the ancient tongue, looked down on these ‘foreign’ Jews
b. “Circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel”
“Are they Israelites?  So am I.  Are they descendants of Abraham?  So am I” (2 Corinthians 11:22).

1) The word Israelite describes a Jew as a man who is a member of God’s chosen people

2) “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4).

3) Descendants of Abraham carried with it the idea of direct heirs to the great promise that God had made to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3)

B. Paul’s credentials stood their ground…the ‘extra-super-apostles’ had no claim to superiority

II. Paul’s Conversion (Acts 9:1-9)
A. On the road to Damascus, Paul comes face to face with the risen Lord

B. Led by the hand, he entered Damascus and remained blind for three days
C. It’s interesting that Jesus did NOT say, “Just accept Me into your heart.”
1. Rise and enter the city

2. It will be told you what you must DO.

III. Paul’s Call (Acts 9:15,16)
A. A chosen instrument of Christ

B. He will bear My name

1. To the Gentiles

2. To Kings

3. To the sons of Israel

C. Appointed (Acts 26:16)

1. As a minister

2. As a witness

D. Given THE message

1. To open their eyes

2. To get them to turn from darkness

3. To get them to turn from the dominion of Satan

4. To get them to the light

5. To get them into the dominion of God

6. In order that they may receive forgiveness of sins

7. In order that they may receive an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me 

IV. Paul’s Character
A. “As to the Law, a Pharisee” – studied under one of the great Rabbis: Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).

1. At the stoning of Stephen…they laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul (Acts 7:58).

2. He began ravaging the church, dragging men and women to prison

B. After conversion to Christ

1. Overcome by the love and grace of God
a. “By the grace of God, I am what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:10)

b. “The love of Christ controls us” (2 Corinthians 5:14)

c. “Called according to His own purpose and grace” (2 Timothy 1:9)

d. “Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus”     (2 Timothy 1:13).

2. How he did it

“I’ve been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who Live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me”  (Galatians 2:20).

3. What Paul put up with (2 Corinthians 11:24-28)

a. “Five times” – A Jewish punishment
1) AKA: scourging (See: Deuteronomy 25:1-3)

2) 40 less 1 (if the scourger went over, he was to be beaten)

3) “The two hands of the criminal are bound to a post, and then the servant of the synagogue either pulls or tears off his clothes till he leaves his breast and shoulders bare.  A stone or block is placed behind him on which the servant stands; he holds in his hands a scourge made of leather, divided into four tails.  He who scourges lays one third on the criminal’s breast, another third on his right shoulder, and another on his left.  The man who receives the punishment is neither sitting nor standing, but all the while stooping; and the man smites with all his strength, with one hand.  If he dies under his hand, the scourger is not culpable” (Mishna, fol. 22,2; cited in Clarke).  
4) FIVE times Paul suffered a scourging so severe it was liable to kill a man
b. “Three times” – A Roman punishment

1) In spite of his Roman citizenship, Paul was beaten three times with rods

2) The ‘lictors’ were equipped with rods of birch wood and would beat him relentlessly, until the riotous crowd was satisfied
c. “Dangers on frequent journeys” – a well-traveled man

1) Ancient people did not relish the sea

2) “How pleasant it is to stand on the shore and watch the poor devils of sailors having a rough time” (Lucretius).

3) “You can persuade me into almost anything now for I was recently persuaded to travel by sea” (Seneca).

4) It was common for a traveler to be caught and held for ransom (or merely beaten and robbed and left for dead; Luke 10:30). 
d. “Concern for all the churches” – bearing the sorrows and troubles of his people on his heart

e. “Let down in a basket from Damascus and escaped”
1) Paul seems to be the kind of man who would find this ‘clandestine’ escape a bitter humiliation
2) He would rather stand and take the punishment

3) It’s as if he remembers how his ministry began and tells them that it continues in the same manner
V. Paul’s Crown
A. Nearly at the end of his life, Paul was still able to look toward the ‘crown’

1. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7,8).

2. “Run in such a way that you may win…They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable” (1 Corinthians 24,25).

3. The crown is available for you as well…

Conclusion

A. Paul was indeed an impressive figure of history

B. Paul’s example can be followed

C. You can receive exactly what Paul did

1. Suffering

2. Crown of righteousness

3. The imperishable wreath
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