Bragging/Jealousy Rights
2 Corinthians 11:1-15

Introduction

A. Bragging rights/Jealousy rights

1. NFL – Super Bowl champions

2. Fishing hole – largest fish

3. Illustration:  A few young boys were bragging about their fathers.  One of the young boys said, “My father scribbles some words on a piece of paper and people pay him $50.00 for them.”  The other boys asked, “What does your father do?”  He answered, “He’s a poet.”

The next young boy said, “Well, my father scribbles some words on a piece of paper and people pay him $120.00 for them.”  They asked, “What does your father do?”  He answered, “He’s a doctor.”  

The last young boy said, “That’s nothing.  My father scribbles some words down on a piece of paper, and it takes four men to collect all the money.”  They asked, “What does your father do?”  He answered, “He’s a preacher.”


B. In the sphere of Christianity

1. When is it OK to brag?  to be jealous?

2. How to brag.  How to be jealous.

I. Paul’s credentials

A. Bear with me

1. He defends his apostleship, but does so unwillingly

2. He calls it ‘foolishness’ knowing that some Christians in Corinth would feel this way

B. The importance of Paul’s credentials

1. Paul’s godly jealousy is a good thing

2. Paul’s godly jealousy will be offended if the saints in Corinth are seduced by a false understanding

3. Human jealousy

a. Known as a vice

b. Selfish and self-centered

4. Godly jealousy

a. A concern for the holiness,  integrity, purity of ethics, and Christian standards of His people

b. His great purpose depends on our personal surrender & submission to His will

5. Betrothed to one husband

a. The church, as a whole, is the bride of Christ

b. Engagement NOT taken lightly – broken only by divorce

c. ‘Friend of the bride’

1) To locate a husband

2) To guard her

3) To testify to her ‘hope chest’ (dowry) 

4) To vindicate the character of the bride (purity)

d. When we give our hearts to something other than God, we are committing spiritual adultery during our engagement

6. The subtle nature of Satan’s deception

a. Illustration: Eve

b. Half-truths/enticing deception

“A lie that is all a lie can be met with and fought outright;

But a lie that is partly the truth is a harder matter to fight”







Tennyson

c. Not only did the false apostles attack Paul, they attacked Jesus by preaching another Jesus

d. See: Galatians 1:8,9

C. Paul’s ‘foolish’ humility (5-9)

1. Not at all inferior to the ‘extra-super apostles’

2. Paul was not concerned with meeting people’s standards…he was concerned with faithfully preaching the gospel

D. Paul against the false apostles (10-15)

1. Paul was more interested n the integrity of the message than in his own needs.

2. Paul was motivated by ‘true love’

3. Paul’s desire was to expose these ‘extra-super apostles’ as frauds

4. Sometimes – blunt words are necessary

“false apostles – deceitful workers” (still remain to this day)

5. They are sometimes capable of changing themselves into apostles of Christ

a. Not surprising

b. Satan can transform himself into an ‘angel of light’

6.  A terrible condemnation is reserved for these false prophets – ‘to be judged according to their works’

II. Application
A. Maintain your purity – remain devoted to Christ

B. Do NOT be deceived

C. Bragging rights for true Christians

“Let not him who girds on his armor boast like him who takes it off”    (1 Kings 20:11, King Ahab). 
