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Children of God

1 John 3:1,2

“All of you, behold what foreign kind of love the Father has permanently bestowed upon us, to the end that we may be named born-ones of God.  And we are.  On this account the world does not have an experiential knowledge of us, because it has not come into an experiential knowledge of Him.  Divinely loved ones, now born-ones of God we are.  And not yet has it been made visible what we shall be.  We know absolutely that when it is made visible, like ones to Him we shall be, because we shall see Him just as He is” (Wuest, In These Last Days, pp. 143, 145).  

1JN 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

The privileges of the Christian life

1. We are called children of God

a. This will keep us ‘on the straight and narrow’

b. Belonging to a great household is an inspiration to fine living

2. We are the children of God

a. Not only the name is ours

b. The reality is also ours

1) Paternity – a father responsible for the physical existence of the son – in this sense all people are children of God

2) Fatherhood – a father who enjoys an intimate, loving, continuous relationship in which the father and son grow closer to each other every day – in this sense those who obediently respond to God enjoy this relationship

c. Examples from OT and NT

1) God chose the nation of Israel to be His covenant people

a) All the nations of the world were His people, 

b) Israel had been called and they had responded in obedience

2) God deliberately adopted us who are under the New Law – an act of God which is available to all people

3. To be like Christ

a. The world did not know Him – see: John 1:10,11

1) Jesus has already experienced what we are now experiencing

2) He came with standards which turned the world’s standards upside-down

b. The world does not know us

1) Do not be surprised that the world does not ‘beat a path to our door’

2) Christ’s life what like God and because of that, even the best of men stood condemned

3) The world prefers its own ideas and generally rejects the ideas of Christ

The possibilities of the Christian life

1. When Christ appears in His glory, we will be like Him

a. God’s intention – Gen. 1:26 – “Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”

b. This became our destiny – to be ‘in Christ’
c. ‘In Christ’ a man will bear the image and likeness of God
2. When Christ appears, we will see Him just as He is

a. Our goal – spelled out in no uncertain terms – the vision of God

b. The ‘paradox’ (a statement that seems contradictory/unbelievable)

1) We cannot become like God unless we see Him

2) We cannot see Him unless we are pure in heart (Matt. 5:8)

The obligation of the Christian life

1. Fix our hope on Him

a. The Christian is on his way to seeing God

a) The man who knows that God is at the end of the road will make all life a preparation to meet His God

b) Some day something fine is coming our way and we must keep ourselves ready for it

b. Hope defined: a confident expectation 

2. Purify yourself

a. The Gnostics produced several reasons to justify sin

1) The body is of no importance, therefore there is no harm in satisfying its lusts

2) The truly spiritual man is so protected that he can sin to his heart’s content without fear of harm

3) The true Gnostic, the one with true knowledge, must know both the heights of virtue and the depths of sin

b. The Christian has the obligation to purify himself

1) This is ‘conditional’ salvation

2) Note the other ‘conditions’ found in 1 John

a) 1:7 – walks in the light

b) 1:9 – confess our sins

c) 2:5 – keeps His word

d) 2:6 – abides in Him/walk in the same manner as He walked

e) 2:10 – loves his brother

Application

1. We are part of a great family

a. What a privilege – what a blessing – we must live up to the name

b. Being a Christian is a wonderful privilege

2. We have great possibilities as a Christian

a. We will be just like Christ

1) He died, was buried and was raised to be seated at the right hand of God

2) We will follow that pattern – to join Him in His glory

b. We will see God

1) Throughout the ages, that has been a driving force

2) The Scripture plainly teaches that ‘no man has seen God’

a) We will have that opportunity

b) We must attain and maintain our purity

3. We have certain obligations

a. Hear, believe, repent, confess and be baptized into Christ

b. Purify yourselves

c. The old man is done away with and the new man is raised to walk in newness of life

d. Fix your hope – your certain expectation – on the One who will provide your redemption

e. Maintain the ‘imperatives’ (commandments) 

1) Walk in the light

2) Confess your sins

3) Keep His word

4) Abide in Him

5) Walk as Christ walked

6) Obtain the goal – heaven!

2

