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Conversation with Nicodemus

John 3:1-21

NOTES

“John records this conversation because it really constitutes a summary of Jesus’ teaching, dealing, as it does, with the kingdom, regeneration, faith, the Son of man, God’s love and the plan of salvation, judgment and unbelief…a grand summary of the gospel itself” (Lenski, John, p. 227).

He came at night…not cowardice bur rather careful caution (p.229).

Baptism described: its earthly element and its divine agency

As wind is ‘fact and reality’ so, too, is the Spirit of God – fact and reality

If the wind did not affect our senses, we would never know it’s blowing – if the Spirit did not produce re-born men, we would never know His presence and activity (p. 242).

John 3:16 contains “history, responsibility, warning, and promise” (Wayne Jackson, The Golden Text).

‘born again’ 

1) From the beginning – such a radical change that it is like a new birth

2) For the second time – the only explanation is to describe it as being born all over again

3) From above – not a human achievement, coming rather from the power & grace of God

(William Barclay, Daily Study Bible, p. 114).

Desirability – “I know it is necessary”

Possibility – “Is it possible?”

Re-birth throughout the NT

1) 1 Peter 1:3,22,23 – ‘born again to a living hope...not of seed which is imperishable’

2) James 1:18 – ‘brought us forth by the word of truth’

3) Titus 3:5 – ‘washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit’

4) Romans 6:1-11 – ‘baptism into death…raised to walk in newness of life’

5) 1 Corinthians 3:1,2 – ‘babes in Christ’

6) 2 Corinthians 5:17 – ‘new creature’

7) Galatians 6:15 – ‘new creation’

8) Ephesians 4:22-24 – ‘lay aside the old self…put on the new self’

9) Hebrews 5:12-14 – ‘he is a babe’

If there is no cross there is no crown.

“God loves each one of us as if there was only one of us to love” (Augustine).

Practical Changes Resulting from New Birth (Dan R. Owen, That You May Believe, pp. 30,31)

1) Perspective – life is now viewed in terms of sin, souls, eternity, salvation, condemnation

2) Goals – every plan is made considering the will of God

3) State – a new state of fellowship with God – no longer lost, but saved

4) Relationships – others are precious souls who need salvation

The Brazen Serpent (Merrill C. Tenney, John: The Gospel of Belief, p. 88).  

1. Prepared by the command of God

2. Symbolized God’s way of saving men who are under condemnation of sin and are suffering from its effects

3. The power to cure the problem was made available based on faith and obedience

4. Lifted up on a ‘banner staff’ – an analogy between the serpent and the cross

5. Serpent was a representation of God’s judgment of sin

6. The destiny of the individual was determined by the individual’s response to God’s invitation

You Must Be Born Again!

John 3:1-21

Introduction

A. Cliffs Notes

1. Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath

2. Austen’s Pride and Prejudice

3. Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables

B. Purpose of these ‘Cliffs Notes’

1. Supplementary aid to serious students

2. Valuable educational tools

a. Heighten of perception and awareness

b. Extending of sympathy

c. Attainment of maturity by living, in Socrates’ famous phrase, “the examined life”

3. In short, a brief summary designed to pique the interest of the reader and provide valuable information concerning the original book.

C. Did you know that Jesus did this exact thing with the Gospel message?

1. In a private (possibly semi-private) conversation Jesus outlined the Gospel

a. Kingdom of God
b. Regeneration (re-birth)
c. Faith
d. Son of man


A grand summary
e. God’s love


of the gospel itself
f. The plan of salvation
g. Judgment
h. Unbelief
2. Open your Bibles and let’s read John 3:1-2

a. A description of the man, Nicodemus

1) Pharisee

a) Never more than 6,000 in the whole country

b) Known as the ‘brotherhood’

c) Entered into this ‘brotherhood’ by taking a pledge in front of three witnesses that they would spend all their lives observing every detail of the scribal law; Mishnah – codified scribal law; Talmud – commentary for Mishnah
d) Literally means ‘the separated one’

2) Ruler of the Jews

a) That is, a member of the Sanhedrin –the Supreme Court of the Jews

b) The top 70 of the total of 6,000

b. Nicodemus came at night

1) A sign of caution – not wanting to commit himself to this Jesus

2) Another reason – the Rabbis declared that the best time to study the law was at night – undisturbed

c. Nicodemus’ initial comment

1) A gentleman paying Jesus a sincere compliment

2) A philosopher because his words implied that he had observed carefully Jesus’ works, and had concluded that only a heaven-sent person could perform them

I. Entry into the kingdom of God via regeneration

A. Jesus cuts through the chit-chat and addresses exactly what was on the mind of the inquirer

1. “Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”
2. Without a complete change, comparable only to rebirth, the natural man could not enter the spiritual kingdom

3. Just as a blind man cannot enjoy a sunset, God’s mysteries are the heritage of the spiritually transformed

B. The figure of speech used by Jesus is common and easily understood

1. An infant, by the occurrence of his birth, is fitted for life in a strange world

2. A spiritual rebirth MUST occur before entry into the kingdom of heaven

II. Cleansing & power

A. “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”

B. Water
1. Nicodemus would immediately be reminded of John the baptizer

2. This would probably be offensive since it suggested the ceremony by which an unclean Gentile became a member of the Jewish faith

C. Spirit

1. Mystery & reality of the Spirit’s work

2. Illustration

a. Wind – origin un discoverable but its existence undeniable

b. Spirit – origin difficult to define but its reality seen by all

D. Water and Spirit stand for the cleansing and strengthening power of Christ, which wipes out the past and which gives us victory in the future

III. Belief

A. Basis of our belief – testimony of the One who came from heaven

1. We speak that which we know

2. We bear witness of that which we have seen

3. The Son of man is the basis of faith

B. History

1. Moses lifted up the serpent

a. Prepared by the command of God

b. Symbolized God’s way of saving men who are under condemnation of sin and are    suffering from its effects

c. The power to cure the problem was made available based on faith and obedience

d. Lifted up on a ‘banner staff’ – an analogy between the serpent and the cross

e. Serpent was a representation of God’s judgment of sin

f. The destiny of the individual was determined by the individual’s response to God’s invitation

2. “Even so must the Son of Man be lifted up”

a. Lifted up on the cross – John 8:28; 12:32

b. Lifted up into glory – Acts 2:33
C. “Whoever believes…whoever believes”  (verses 15,16)

1. This is not limited in any way - It is an open invitation to all people

2. More than a mental disposition

a. It includes the acknowledgment of historical data

b. It includes the idea of ‘to comply’ – the opposite of refusing to comply or disobey

c. “Faith is a bearing towards God and His revelation which recognizes and confides in Him and in it, which not only acknowledges and holds to His word as true, but practically applies and appropriates it” (Herman Cremer, Biblico-Theological Lexicon of the New Testament, p. 482).

3. Things to believe

a. God is a loving Father – sending His only Son to rescue me

b. Whatever Jesus says about God and our responsibilities must be true

c. Whatever Jesus commands we MUST do

d. Eternal life

1) Peace with God

2) Peace with mankind

3) Peace with life

4) Peace with ourselves

5) Life in which the best is yet to come

IV. The love of God – John 3:16

A. Origin and initiative in all salvation rests with God

B. The backbone of the being of God is love (see: 1 John 4:8)

C. The extent of God’s love – the world
D. “God loves each one of us as if there was only one of us to love” (Augustine).

Conclusion

A. The Spirit is working right here!

1. He has convicted you concerning sin, righteousness and judgment

2. Re birth is possible

a. Before re birth – selfish, worldly, temporary vision

b. After re birth – souls, eternity, salvation become our primary focus

B. Our future plans and goals change

1. We seek the will of God and then DO IT!

2. Every thing we do is done with the consideration of God’s will

C. We are no longer lost  -  we are saved

1. The bonds of Satan have been broken

2. We are in a proper relationship with God

D. We treat people with proper respect

1. Those outside of Christ are considered precious souls in need of the Savior

2. Those inside the body of Christ are considered more highly than ourselves

E. The grand summary of the gospel

1. You MUST be born again

2. You must believe

a. That involves accepting as facts what the Scriptures reveal

b. It also involves complying with the commands – OBEDIENCE

3. You must practice

a. “But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God” (John 3:21).

b. Our deeds will be made known – either voluntarily now, or when it is everlasting too late

F.  Give up the physical and accept the spiritual – become a child of God right now!
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