By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he usually has a son who thinks he's wrong.

Charles Wadsworth (1814-1882)
Introduction
A. Happy Father’s Day
1.  Enjoy the present

2.  “Youth comes twice to none”


B.  Consider the advice given from one father to his son



1.  Proverbs 1:8,10



2.  Proverbs 2:1

What do you see?  A Dad who is guiding



3.  Proverbs 3:1,21

his children into God’s way and showing



4.  Proverbs 4:1, 10, 20
by his words and example how to be godly!


C.  Set your course to raise pure children (Open your Bibles to Deut. 6:10-25)



1.  Blessings from our Father



2.  Things to DO as a father




a.  Worship




b.  Trust God




c.  Get a ‘grip’ on God’s call to holy living




d.  Train your children in God’s way


I.  Blessings from God (Deut. 6:10,11)

A.  Large and beautiful cities (reminds me of America…Denver)

  

B.  Houses full of all good things (economic prosperity, lack of famine)
C.  Eaten and are full (comfortable, satisfied daily life)

II.  Things to DO as a father

A. Worship (Deut. 6:12-14)
1.  Your children have your influence….is it enough?

2.  God has commanded that we gather together on the first day of every week. (see: Hebrews 10:25; Acts 20:7) 

3.  Our children need to see how important this is to us

4.  They see that by our continued presence on the first day of every week



B.  Trust God (Deut. 6:16)


1.  An example (negative as it may be) is given in Ex. 17:1-7)

2.  The people of Israel lost their trust in God and began to grumble and complain

3.  As fathers, we need to remember to ‘Trust God’ first

4.  Our money even has this saying engraved on it:  “IN GOD WE TRUST”

5.  Many, in a last resort, call to God for help when ‘the chips are down’

6.  I urge you to look to God always…in the first resort and the last


C.  Get a grip on God’s call to holy living (Deut. 6:17-19)


1.  Diligently keep the commands of God


2.  Do what is right and good in the sight of the Lord



3.  The promises to those of us who comply:




a.  It may be well with you




b.  You may possess the ‘promised land’




c.  Your enemies will be cast out before you


D.  Train your children (Deut. 6:20-24)


1.  When they ask, be prepared to answer



2.  Remind them of all the blessings that God has given



3.  Require them to obey the commands of the Lord

III.  What do I do first?

A. Instill a love for Christ in them by showing them your love for Christ

B. Deal with the wrong as it occurs

1. Wrong cannot be permitted

2. Teach your child respect for authority

3. Train your child to obey

4. Shape that stubborn will with wisdom, directly from God

Conclusion

A. Tell them and SHOW them

1. 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12

a. Positive (exhorted)

b. Personal (comforted)

c. Practical (imploring each one of you)

B. Pray without ceasing

1. Pray for them

2. Pray for yourself

C. God’s way, as fathers, is to actively and continually lead them into obedience

D. Make the decision today to follow Christ

E. Make Him your Lord by putting Him on in baptism

