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Forewarned is Forearmed

1 Peter 4:12-19

Introduction

A. On a Sunday morning nearly 60 years ago, people were preparing for worship, getting their kids’ hair combed, ironing the freshly laundered shirts and dresses, and eating breakfast.

1. Out of the clear, blue, tropical sky came squadrons of Japanese airplanes

2. Without warning and without mercy, at 7:55 AM, December 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor was being bombed!

3. The next day, President Franklin Roosevelt addressed the nation:

"Yesterday, December 7,1941 - a date which will live in infamy -- The United States was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan." would later be regarded as the most famous phrase ever uttered by an American President.

4. If there only would have been a warning we may have been better prepared

B. I stand before you today as God’s messenger with this warning

1. There is a far greater enemy with far greater stealth, far greater cunning, and far greater destructive power that approaches

2. This army is not physical

a. “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces, of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). 

b. “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

C. To the graduates of 2001 and as a reminder to everyone else, forewarned is forearmed
1. Your faith will be challenged

2. You will be persecuted for your faith

3. You will be questioned about your faith

4. STAND FIRM in the Lord!

5. Read 1 Peter 4:12-19

I. Don’t be surprised at your trials – but rejoice! (vv. 12-16)

A. Beloved - ajgaphtoiv -  Speaks of the love of God

1. Love which is called out of one’s heart by the preciousness of the person loved

2. A love that is self-sacrificial

3. The very essence of God Himself (See: 1 John 4:8)

4. These saints are divinely loved by God

B. Do not be surprised!

1. The prophets were also hated

2. Christ was hated to the point that He was killed

3. You’re in good company!

C. There is a good reason for this type of treatment

1. Grow stronger in faith

2. Give more glory to God

3. The imagery

a. A refiners fire

b. An ancient goldsmith would refine crude gold ore in a crucible.  The pure metal is mixed with impurities and must be separated.  The only way to bring about this separation is to liquefy the gold ore.  The impurities rise to the surface and are then skimmed off.  Intense heat is required to reduce the gold ore to a liquid state.  So the goldsmith puts his crucible in the fire, reduces the ore to a liquid and skims off the impurities.  When he can see his face clearly mirrored in the surface of the liquid, he knows that the contents are pure gold.  The smelting process has done its work.

D. Keep on rejoicing

1. The limits of rejoicing

a. Only those sufferings that are a natural consequence of a Christ-like life

b. When you suffer for evil doing there is no reason to rejoice

2. The reasons for rejoicing

a. At the revelation of Christ’s glory – judgment day – you may rejoice with exultation

b. Exultation - ajgalliwvmenoi  - adds to rejoicing the idea of jubilation, skipping and bubbling over with shouts of delight

c. Fix your eye on the revelation of Christ’s glory and the unbounded joy that awaits the faithful

E. Suffering for righteousness’ sake has these indications

1. The Spirit of glory rests on you

2. The Spirit of God rests on you

a. ‘Rest’ was used as an agricultural term

b. It spoke of a farmer ‘resting’ his land by sowing light crops.  The farmer relieved the land of the burden of producing a heavy crop that season, which gave the land an opportunity to recuperate and gain strength.

1) “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My load is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).

2) The word ‘rest’ in Matthew and Peter means ‘to cease or permit one to cease from any movement or labor in order to recover and collect one’s strength’

F. Negative suffering

1. Murderer

2. Thief

3. Evil-doer

4. Troublesome meddler

G. Positive suffering

1. No shame in suffering as a Christian

a. Acts 11:26

b. Acts 26:28

2. In the name of Christ (being a Christian) glorify God

II. God’s judgment begins from His own house  (vv. 17,18)

A. God will judge all things and His judgment begins with His own

1. His judgment begins with His own

a. Bringing approval or discipline

b. Designed to build faith

2. Christians are being purified and strengthened by this judgment

B. The fire of God’s holiness is so intense that even the righteous feel pain in the discipline

1. The impious, one without true reverence for God will find the fire to be one of eternal destruction

2. The destiny of the unbeliever who rejects that which cost God so much can never really be realized or expressed

III. Therefore, do right and trust God continually (v. 19)

A. The summary of the entire letter of 1 Peter

1. Christians do not suffer accidentally

2. Christians suffer according to the will of God

a. There is a limit to the suffering

b. This suffering is only for our good – to purify us and make us more like the Son of God

B. Entrust your soul

1. paratiqevsqwsan – ‘to give to someone for safekeeping, to turn over to some to care for’

2. Consider the words Jesus spoke on the cross – “Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit” (Luke 23:46).

3. This gives the believer the idea that even after his body is destroyed, the soul will live on

4. This puts suffering for the name of Christ in its proper perspective

Conclusion

A. When confronted with hardship and suffering based on your faith, rejoice

1. God is giving you approval

2. God is refining you as something very precious – removing the dross and leaving the exact image of His Son

B. Remember, you are in good company

1. The prophets of God were persecuted for their adherence to God’s will

2. The Son of God was persecuted unto death on the cross

3. Because it happened to them, don’t be surprised

4. Forewarned is forearmed

C. If you are a “godless man and a sinner” repent and obey your Lord

D. If you have succumbed under the pressure of suffering, return to Him

Therefore, Arm Yourselves!

1 Peter 4:1-6

o{plon  -  any useful tool

e{nnoia -  thought, idea

o{ paqw;n sarkiv -  aorist participle; the sufferer has reached death.  When the soul of the Christian is with the Lord in heaven, all sinning is forever at an end (Lenski, p. 180).

biw`sai –- to live the earthly course of one’s life; it is the Christian’s goal to cease from sin forever

crovnoV -– time as succession or measurement of moments as in chronometer
kairo;V -– time as opportunity to fulfill an obligation; implies the necessity of the task at hand whether the time provides a good, convenient opportunity or not (see: 1 Peter 4:17)

ejpivloipon ejn sarki; - ‘remaining in flesh’

ajnqrwvpwn ejpiqumivaiV – ‘in lusts of men’ contrasted with

qelhvmati qeou` - ‘in [the] will of God’
God’s will vs. man’s will 
    Key thought 

Conduct becoming a Christian

Arm yourself with the same purpose that Christ had


1. Obedience to the Father

2. Willingness to suffer, even unto death

3. It is better to do right, and suffer, than to do wrong.

“…because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin”

Possible solutions:

1. The sufferer has reached his death, and therefore, ceased sinning

2. The sufferer has made a clear break from sin, choosing right over wrong

pevpautai – ‘he stands in the state of having ceased from’ (perf. ind. pass.)


The context seems to support point 2

‘Sowing wild oats’ (DO NOT allow your teenagers to use this as an excuse!)


Peer pressure – they are surprised that you do not continue to run with them into the same excess of riot (KJV)

The desire of the Gentiles

 ajselgeivaiV -  licentiousness (plural); sensuality; readiness for all pleasure

 ejpiqumivaiV -  lusts; the active and individual desire resulting from  pavqoV , the diseased condition of the soul

 oijnoflugivaiV -  debaucheries; to bubble over, drunkenness

 kwvmoiV -  carousals; derived from Comus, the god of feasting/reveling.  His sacred rights consisted in feasting and drunkenness, in impurity and obscenity of the grossest kind 

 povtoiV -  a drinking match; an extravagant indulgence in long, drawn-out drinking bouts inducing possible permanent damage on the body

 ajqemivtoiV eijdwlolatrivaiV – unlawful idolatries; a servant or worshiper of idols

Reasons to refrain from these activities

1. God will hold them (those who practice these sins) accountable

2. God will judge both living and dead (death will not allow any to escape)

See: Acts 10:42

God is ready to judge – this judgment could come suddenly and without warning

“For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead” 


Possibilities:


1. It was because of the coming final judgment that the gospel was preached, even to those who believed in Christ and then later died.

2. It was because of the coming final judgment that the gospel was preached to those who are spiritually dead, or unbelievers.

3. It was because of the coming final judgment that the gospel was preached to those who are already in hell, thus giving them a ‘2nd chance’.

It hinges on the tense of the word eujhggelivsqh – aorist passive – it was gospeled even to dead men – denoting the historical past

The purpose of preaching the gospel is twofold:

1. To judge the dead men

2. To allow those who hear and believe to go on living

Judged in the human way by means of flesh

Judged in the divine way by means of spirit

Therefore, man is judged by what he has done in the body (see: 2 Cor. 5:10)

“The aim of gospel preaching has a double bearing.  Christians who have died after bearing pagan blasphemies are safe indeed.  The gospel that they heard brings them to the judgment of life.  But what about the blasphemers who make Christians suffer during the time that they live in flesh?  Whether they are dead or still alive, a terrible reckoning awaits them when they face the Judge” (Lenski, Commentary on the NT, ‘1 Peter’, p. 191).

We must avoid the sins listed here even at the cost of suffering during this lifetime.
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