GOD’S TOP TEN

Words of Grace
Discussion Guide #1
Texts: Deuteronomy 4:5-14, 5:1-29,10:12-13
Aim: to introduce the series by emphasizing that God's commands flow from His grace.
ice-breaker: Since this is the first meeting for our group, let's introduce ourselves. As we go around the circle, I'd like everyone to tell their name and to tell -where you keep your calendar at home. I'll begin: my name is _______, and in our home we keep our calendar _______.
Discussion: Now let's play a history game to see how well we can connect dates and events. I will name a date, and you tell me what happened on that day on history. (I will give you extra credit if you can remember where you were when you first heard the news of this event.) For example, who can tell me what happened:
•
on December 7, 1941 ? (Japan bombed Pearl Harbor)
•
on November 22, 1963? (President John F. Kennedy was shot in Dallas)
•
on July 20, 1969? (Neil Armstrong was the first man to step on the moon)
•
on January 28, 1986? (The space shuttle Challenger exploded)
•
on August 31, 1997? (Princess Diana died in a car crash in Paris)
What do you think makes some of the things we experience memorable? Why do you suppose some events stick in our minds, and others do not?
Thirty years from now, what event do you think today's teenagers will remember most from this year?
Every generation has certain striking events that will always be remembered. For example, people who lived through the 1940's can usually identify where they were on December 7, 1941. For the people of Israel, the one great event that shaped their nation forever was the giving of the Covenant on Mt. Sinai. When Moses spoke to them 40 years later, to the generation about to enter the promised land, the event was still vivid in their memory.
READ deuteronomy 4:5-14
2
     QUESTION:    Based on what you read in this passage, why was the giving of the Ten Commandments so
memorable for the people of Israel?
Possible Answers: They had been commanded to always remember what they had seen, and to pass it on to their children (Deuteronomy 4:9); They had been summoned to the foot of the mountain by God Himself (Deuteronomy 4:10); When God gave the Ten Commandments the mountain blazed with fire and was covered with black clouds and deep darkness (Deuteronomy 4:11 Also, read Exodus 19:16-19); They had heard the very voice of God (Deuteronomy 4:12); They received the Ten Commandments on stone and were taught them by Moses (Deuteronomy 4:13-14).
READ deuteronomy 5:1-5, then deuteronomy 5:22-29
QUESTION:    Do you see anything in these verses that explains why the giving of the Ten Commandments was so unforgettable for those who were there?
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Possible Answers: Because it represented a Covenant that God had made with them (Deuteronomy 5:1 -2); They had been alarmed by the fire and the "loud voice" of the Lord, and had asked Moses to intercede for them (Deuteronomy 5:4-5,22-26: also, read Exodus 20:18-21); They had promised to obey whatever the Lord said that day (Deuteronomy 5:27).
READ deuteronomy 5:6-21
These are the Ten Commandments that God especially wanted the Hebrews to remember.
Discussion: Eight out of the Ten Commandments have the word "not" or "no" in them. Suppose someone complained, "I don't like the Ten Commandments, because they are so negative." How would you answer them?
QUESTION:    Notice that in verse 6 God begins the Ten Commandments by reminding the Israelites of what He had already done for them by freeing them from Egypt. In the New Testament we are constantly reminded of what God has already done for us by sending his Son to be our Savior. Why do you suppose God tells us what He has done before he tells us what we must do?
Possible Answers: So we will remember that He has acted first, and we are merely responding to His grace towards us; To keep us from becoming proud or self-righteous (see Deuteronomy 7:7-9,9:4-6); We are more likely to obey God if we trust him, and being reminded of His past goodness towards us builds our trust; Because our obedience to God will be most consistent if it flows out of love, not fear (see John 14:15,1 John 4:7-21).
READ deuteronomy 10:12-13
In this passage Moses is talking specifically about the Ten Commandments (see Deuteronomy 10:1-11). Note that he says the commands of God are for "your own good."
1^ ^   Discussion: If God's commands are for our own good, then why do you think people so often neglect or disobey those commands?
If we truly understand that all of God's commands are for our own good, how does it change our attitude toward God's Word?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: As we study the Ten Commandments in the coming weeks, we need to remember that all of God's commands are for our good. When the Lord says "No" to something, it is always so that He can say "Yes" to something better!
NEXT WEEK: We will begin to examine each of the Ten Commandments, to learn why they are an expression of God's grace to us. We will consider the first commandment, which teaches us to get our priorities straight.
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Get Your Priorities Straight
Discussion Guide #2
Texts: Exodus 20: 1-7/1 John 2:1 5-1 7/James 4: 1-4/Matthew 6:24-33
Aim: to learn why it is important to get our priorities straight.
^ ^ ice-breaker: As we go around the circle, I'd like each of us to tell our name andyour favorite place to eat out for lunch. I'll begin: my name is _______ , and if I were picking a restaurant for lunch I'd go to _______ .
consider this scenario: Jack and Jill are visiting a counselor to discuss their upcoming marriage. Jill is complain​ing about Jack's "friendship" with his former girlfriend, Babbette. "Our problem is that Jack and Babbette still have lunch together twice a week, and he doesn't seem to understand why it upsets me. Jack dated Babbette for two years before I met him, and I know that Babbette told one of her friends that she still has feelings for Jack." Jack angrily replies, "But Babbette and I work together, so 1 have to see her on a daily basis, and I don't want to hurt her feelings. I think the problem is Jill's insecurity. I've told Jill that I love her, and after all, I'm marrying Jill, not Babbette." Jill replies, "No, the problem is that if Jack isn't willing to cut off his relationship with Babbette, I don't think he is ready to get married." Jack replies, "No, I think the problem is with Jill: we wouldn't be having this argument if it weren't for her jealousy. Unless Jill learns how to be less controlling, she will never be happy."
Discussion: Suppose you are the counselor in this scenario: what questions would you want to ask of Jack? What would you want to know from Jill?
In your opinion, are Jack and Jill ready to get married? Why or why not? How can any two people know they are truly ready to marry?
^ y
Discussion: Would you say that jealousy is always bad, or are there times when it might be appropriate? Why, or why not?
The Ten Commandments begin by reminding us that God demands first place in our life, and that He will not share His place in our life with anyone or anything else.
READ exodus 20:1-8
Note that the first four of the Ten Commandments address our relationship with God.
2
o QUESTION:    Do you think there is any logic to the sequence of the Ten Commandments? Can you think of any
reasons why God would remind us of our obligations toward Himself before He addresses our relationship to other people or our attitude towards things?
Possible Answers: Perhaps to reinforce His authority to require our obedience; If we don't get our relationship with God right, we won't be able to get the rest of our life in order; The first four might emphasize that our motivation to obey the other commandments comes from our love for God (see Deuteronomy 6:5-6, Matthew 22:37-38); Maybe it is a lesson in priorities— God always comes first!
Discussion: The first commandment forbids us from following any "other gods." Can you think of any "other gods" that people might follow today?
[Examples: Paul says that some people worship the "god" of greed (Colossians 3:5), and others worship the "god" of pleasure (Philippians 3:19).]
God introduces the first commandment by reminding them that He had delivered them from slavery in Egypt. Think of the "other gods" we just mentioned: do they really bring people freedom, or do they leave them in slavery? How?
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READ 1 john 2:15-17
John tells us that it is impossible to love the world and love God at the same time.
^ j  Discussion: How would you explain the difference between living in the world and "loving the world"? When does something become a "god" in our life today?
What would you say to a fellow-Christian who told you,  "I want to put God first, of course, but I don't want to offend any of my non-Christian friends, either?"
READ james 4:1-4
^ ^ Discussion: According to James, what are some of the things that will be experienced by a person who hasn't learned how to put God first in his or her life?
READ matthew 6:24-33
Discussion: According to Jesus, what will we experience in our life once we get our priorities straight and put God first?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: God doesn't demand first place in our life because He is insecure, but because without Him we are! Only if we get our priorities straight can we be freed from the insecurity of worry and the slavery of sin.
NEXT WEEK: We will consider the second "Word of Grace", as God reminds us why it is dangerous to try to drag Him down to oar level.
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Don't Try To Drag God Down To Your Level
Discussion Guide #3
Texts: Exodus 20:4-6, Romans 1:18-32
Aim: to understand the connection between our vision of God and the quality of our life.
ice-breaker: If you have ever been to a state capital, to a museum, or to any war memorial, you have probably seen a number of statues. As we go around the circle, I'd like everyone to tell their name and describe the most impressive statue you have ever seen. I'll begin: my name is _______, and the most memorable statue I have ever seen is _______.
Discussion: Suppose you wanted to make sure that your great-grandchildren would remember you after you are gone: would you rather leave them a statue or a photograph of yourself? Why?
In the Ten Commandments God absolutely prohibited the Israelites from making any statues or images of Himself. Instead, He wanted them to focus on what he had done for them.
READ exodus 20:1-6
We sometimes think that the second commandment only applies to idols that were worshiped in addition to, or instead of, the one true God, but it also prohibits any statue which is used to represent God.
^
o QUESTION:    What would be so wrong with making a statue or painting, ;/you are only using it to help people
worship the true God? Wouldn't that just be another way to help people focus on God?
Possible Answers: It would do more harm than good, because God is spirit (see also John 4:24), and cannot be represented by any material form (read Deuteronomy 4:15-18); Because human beings cannot come up with anything big enough to adequately represent God; Because human beings tend to be superstitious, and would inevitably begin to worship the form, rather than the God it represents (see the story of the brass serpent in Numbers 21:4-9 and 2 Kings 18:1-4); Because man-made images cater to human pride, and cause people to lose sight of the holiness of the true God (see Exodus 32:1 -6); An image of God might lead people to mistakenly believe that the presence of God is localized, or that His power can be "magically" controlled (see the attitude of the Israelites toward the Ark of the Covenant in 1 Samuel4:3); Because God wants us to have faith in his word (see also John 20:29-31), not in some physical object.
READ exodus 20:22-23
Note that even after the Ten Commandments were given, the Lord felt it necessary to repeat this commandment. In fact, there are more references in the rest of the Bible to this commandment than to any other!
^ ^ Discussion: Why do you suppose it has always be so tempting for human beings to make their own image of God? What do you think causes people to desire something they can see when they worship?
READ romans 1:18-20
^ Discussion: Paul says that God's "invisible qualities" may be "clearly seen" from the evidence of creation all around us. What would you say are some of the "invisible qualities" we can discover about God from nature?
READ romans 1:21-25
Discussion:  Has anyone here ever seen an actual idol that is worshipped by others? If so, what was your reaction to it?
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Discussion Guide #3 Don't Try to Drag God Down to Your Level—Page 2
READ romans 1:26-32
Discussion: What do you suppose is the connection between making idols and becoming "depraved?" Why do you think human beings degenerate so quickly once they begin to remake God in their own image?
The second commandment teaches us to never try to drag God down to our level. Now let's consider the mental images that people create when they don't accept the God of the Bible.
1 j Discussion: Janine has left her husband to move in with another man. When her friend Sheila reacts by saying, "But I thought you were a Christian", Janine replies, "Oh, I am. But I think God wants me to be happy, and I wasn't happy with my husband." How would you describe Janine's image of God?
Discussion: Larry and Joe are taking a break at the construction site where they work. Their conversation turns to religion, and Larry asks Joe, "Say, why don't you go to church with me this Sunday? I think you'd really enjoy the worship." Joe quickly replies, "No thanks. I tried religion a long time ago, but it didn't work for me. When my dad got sick I prayed and prayed, but he died anyway. I haven't been back to church since." How would you describe Joe's image of God?
Discussion: Reverend Pompadour's voice is heard thundering on the television as he shouts, "If you don't have money in the bank, it's because you haven't trusted in God! If you want to be healed of all your ailments, you just need to turn to God! If you want a new car, you can have the model you desire, if you' 11 only have enough faith in God!" How would you describe Reverend Pompadour's image of God?
QUESTION:    What are some guidelines we could use to make sure that we don't have an incorrect picture of God? How can we make sure that our own image of God isn't distorted?
Possible Answers: Since God has chosen to reveal Himself in His Word, we need to study the Bible; Since Jesus Christ is "the image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15), we should especially focus on him (read John 12:44-46); Have the humility to change our ways when we learn we're wrong, rather than trying to change our picture of God to fit our own behavior.
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The second commandment warns us against trying to drag God down to our level, because when our vision of God is distorted, it always ends up dragging US down as well. We have to be willing to accept God as He is, and not attempt to remake Him into what we want Him to be!
NEXT WEEK: We will consider the third "Word of Grace", as we learn why it is important to respect what is holy.
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Respect What Is Holy
Discussion Guide #4
Texts: Exodus 20:1-77 Matthew 12:33-377 Matthew 6:9-10
Aim: to understand the concept of holiness, and why the sacred is important to everyday life.
^ *>
ice-breaker: As we go around the circle, I'd like everyone to tell their name and tell why you think your parents gave you the name you wear. I'll begin: my name is ______, and I believe the reason my parents named me that is because ______.
Discussion: When you were in elementary school, did anyone ever make fun of your name, or give you a nickname? And if they did, how did you react?
Have you ever ran into someone who repeatedly called you by the wrong name? If so, how did it make you feel?
Why do you suppose you reacted as you did when they failed to get your name right?
Many of us have been offended when someone made fun of our name, or didn't bother to get it right. The Third Commandment teaches us the importance of using God's name correctly.
READ exodus 20:1-7
QUESTION:    Why do you think people use profanity? What are some of the reasons why people curse and swear?
Possible Answers: To shock others; They picked it up from friends who swear, or they think it will help them fit in with a "sophisticated" crowd; It is an immature way for weak people to express strong emotions, such as anger, fear, or disgust; To be offensive or hurtful; It is a bad habit; To distance themselves from others; To display their contempt for God.
Discussion: When people swear, why do you think they use the names of God or of Jesus? How would using the name of God serve any of the purposes we just mentioned?
We have considered the reasons why people might swear. Now let's contemplate the results of using God's name in a negative way.
)J Discussion:  How do you think profanity affects those who have to listen to such language? What is your reaction when you hear someone cursing or swearing?
How do you think profanity affects the person who uses it? Would you suppose cursing and swearing helps, or hurts, their disposition? Why?
How do you think the use of profanity affects a person's attitude toward the Lord? What do you suppose it would do to an individual's spirituality if they habitually use God's name in a negative way?
How would you imagine God feels when he hears people using his name to curse others? What would you think is His personal reaction when His name is used as a weapon?
READ matthew 12:33-37
Discussion: Do you suppose there is any language on earth that doesn 't have curse words in it? Why, or why not?
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Discussion: We all know that profanity is common in our society, and using the name of God in vain is an all-too-easy easy habit to pick up.
What advice would you give to a friend who was trying to break that habit? What suggestions could you make to help him or her avoid cursing and swearing? One possible remedy was suggested by Jesus himself.
READ matthew 6:9-10
The word "hallowed" in Matthew 6:9 is the opposite of profanity, because it means "to make holy." So, if we want to avoid dragging the name of God down, Jesus taught us to lift it up with reverence and respect.
QUESTION:    What would you say are some ways we can "hallow" the name of God? What are some "holy" ways we should use His name?
Possible Answers: Use the Lord's name frequently, butproperly, in earnest prayer; Liftup God's name wholeheartedly in praise and worship (cf. Psalms 8:1, Hebrews 13:15); Learn how to speak the name of Jesus boldly before others (see Matthew 10:32-33, Romans 10:9-10); To avoid using God's name as a curse, we should avoid using it as a cliche—that is, don't sprinkle your conversation with "Praise the Lord" or "Thank God" unless you're really serious; Live the kind of life that will bring glory to His name (see 2 Timothy 2:19,1 Peter4:14-16); UseHisname to give thanks and express gratitude (Colossians 3:17); James taught us to express our dependence on the Lord by qualifying our plans with the statement, "If the Lord wills, we will do thisorthat"(James4:15).
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Third Commandment is a "word of grace", because when we learn to use the name of God correctly it keeps our appreciation of God strong, keeps our character pure, and keeps us from ruining our relationships with others.
NEXT WEEK: We will consider the fourth "Word of Grace", which teaches us to "take the time to feed our soul."
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Take the Time to Feed Your Soul
Discussion Guide #5
Texts: Deuteronomy 5:12-151 Exodus 16:4-5,17-30/Mark 2:23-3:6
Aim: to apply the principle of the Fourth Commandment- taking the time to feed our soul.
ice-breaker: As we go around the circle, and everyone tells their name, I would also like you to share what is your favorite day of the week, and why. I'll begin, my favorite day of the week is _______ because ______.
Discussion: Today we have all sorts of labor-saving devices and appliances that our grandparents never had. Do you think the pace of life today is slower, or more hectic, than a generation ago? Why?
As you think about the rhythm of your own life, can you identify what causes you to feel the most rushed? When your schedule becomes overloaded and the pace of your life becomes frantic, and "something has to give" what usually gets neglected? When we get "too busy" where do we tend to cut back?
Even though as Christians we no longer observe the Sabbath Day, the  4th Commandment is one of the most interesting to us today, because it addresses the rhythm of life, the use of our time.
READ deuteronomy 5:12-15
Although the Sabbath certainly included worship, the main emphasis of the Fourth Commandment is on "rest."
IP
o QUESTION:    Why would human beings have to be commanded to rest? Why do you suppose some people
today would need to be told by God to "take a break?"
Possible Answers: Some people feel guilty unless they doing something "productive"; Some keep working to make more and more money; Some people work all the time to avoid being thought of as "lazy"—others overestimate their abilities and when they take on too much they get overloaded (cf. Psalms 23:2 "He mates me lie down in green pasture"); Human beings often neglect their spiritual nature, not recognizing the need to feed their soul as well as their body and their bankbook.
QUESTION:    Why do you think God reminds the Israelites in Deuteronomy 5:15 that they were once slaves in Egypt? What do you suppose that reminder has to do with this commandment?
Possible Answers: Maybe God is repeating his reminder in Deuteronomy 5:6 that he had delivered them out of slavery, so that they would understand that the purpose of these commands was to give them freedom: So that they would be sympathetic with any slaves or servants of their own, and allow them to also take the Sabbath day off (see Deuteronomy 5:14); Since the Egyptians had worked them mercilessly (see Exodus 1:11-14,5:6-9), the Israelites should have appreciated God's gracious desire to give them a "break!"; If people don't know when to say "enough", they have made a slave out of themselves.
READ exodus 16:4-5, then exodus 16:17-20.
2
e QUESTION:    Why do you think Moses became so angry with them?
Possible Answers: Because they hadn't paid any attention to what he said; Once again their disobedience was causing a stink; By trying to "save it up", they were demonstrating a lack of trust in God's provision—the Lord taught us to pray for our "Daily bread" (Matthew 6:11).
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READ exodus 16:21-26
Discussion: What does this passage suggest to you about the importance God placed on the Sabbath?
READ exodus 16:27-30
i\7
^ j Discussion: Why do you suppose it took these Israelites so long before the message got through to them, and they finally rested?
READ mark 2:23 through mark 3:6
#
o QUESTION:    What do you suppose Jesus meant when he said "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for
the Sabbath?" Based on this passage, what do you think the Pharisees were misunderstanding about why God had given the Fourth Commandment?
Possible Answers: The purpose of the Sabbath was to free people, not burden them—to make their lives easier, not harder; They were forbidden to work (which could be selfish), but they were not prohibited from doing good (notice in Mark 3:6 that the Pharisees were plotting murder on the Sabbath Day!); That all of God's commands are for our good, as well as for His glory!
There are many rules and regulations which the Jews developed around their observance of the Sabbath Day. For a Christian, the Lord's Day is a day of worship, but other than that, we are not given any specific guidelines for the rest of the day.
^ ^ Discussion: Why do you suppose Christians are not given any prohibitions or instructions in the New Testament for their use of the first day of the week?
Background Note: You will sometimes hear people speak of the "Christian Sabbath", but that term originated with the English Puritans of the seventeenth century. The Bible never equates the Old Testament Sabbath with the New Testament "Lord's Day." The Sabbath was for Israel (see Exodus 31:16-17), while we who are under the New Covenant observe the first day of the week as the "Lord's Day" (see the Sunday resurrection appearances of Jesus in Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1-2; Luke24:l, 13-35; and John 20:1,26; the Christian assemblies on the first day of the week in Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:1; and John's reference to "the Lord's Day" in Revelation 1:10.)
Discussion: What guidelines would you suggest to ensure that Sundays are a blessing? What have you found that helps you to take the time to "feed your soul"?
Suppose a new Christian asks you for advice. They have been offered another job with a significant increase in pay, but it will require them to work on Sundays. Under what circumstances would you advise them to take the job? What circumstances might cause you to suggest that they decline the offer?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Fourth Commandment is a "word of grace", because it reminds us that we need to keep a healthy balance in life. Even though we are not required to observe the Sabbath today, we still need to learn how to take the time to feed our soul!
NEXT WEEK: We will consider the fifth "Word of Grace", which teaches us that we do ourselves a favor when we honor our parents.
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Do Yourself A Favor: Honor Your Parents
Discussion Guide #6
Texts: Exodus 20:121 Ephesians 6:1 -A/ Matthew 15:1-9
Aim: to understand how the honor we give to our parents is a blessing to our own life.
ice-breaker: As we go around the circle and tell our names, please also share with the group how old you were when you left home. I'll begin.
Discussion: We often hear people speak of the "generation gap" between parents and children. Do you believe there is a really a "generation gap"? Why, or why not?
Do you think parents and children ever come to view each other as equals?
In today's lesson we will consider the Fifth Commandment, which addresses the crucial connection between generations by telling children to honor their parents.
READ exodus 20:12.
In the days of Moses, it was considered a terrible thing to be disrespectful to your parents. In fact, children who cursed their parents could be sentenced to death and executed by the whole community!
^ ^ Discussion: When the Israelites received these Ten Commandments, they were still wandering in the desert. Can you think of any reasons why it would be especially important for their society to maintain family unity?
[Background: For Mosaic laws regarding rebellious children, see Exodus 21:17, Leviticus 20:9, & Deuteronomy 21:18-21. The New Testament also regards disobedience to parents to be a serious sin: see Romans 1:30 & 2 Timothy 3:2.]
Discussion: Today we live in a very different world, but: what effect do you think it has on our society if children are disobedient to their parents and their defiance goes unchallenged? In what ways might a young person's rebelliousness affect others outside his or her immediate family?
READ ephesians 6:1-4
Paul quotes the Fifth Commandment to tell children to obey their parents, then adds a special commandment to parents, as well.
Discussion: Bonnie and Robin are eating lunch together in the school cafeteria. Bonnie is complaining about how unhappy she is at home: "My parents and I are constantly bickering and quarreling. Just the other day we got into another shouting match: it was awful. And then, just because my mom and dad didn't like what I was saying, they grounded me for the whole weekend! They never want to listen to anything I have to say: they just shout, 'Well, we're the parents, so you'll do what we say or else!' My parents are so bossy. I can't wait until I am grown and gone. When I walk out that door, I'm never looking back."
If you were Robin, would you any advice to give to your friend Bonnie? If so, what would you tell her?
Suppose you were talking with Bonnie's parents: how do you think they would describe this situation?
Discussion: The Fifth Commandment promises that when children honor their parents, the children are really doing themselves a favor! Is there anything that Bonnie's parents can do to communicate this concept to their daughter?
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Up until now we have been assuming that the Fifth Commandment refers to young children still at home, but one of the major controversies between Jesus and the Pharisees concerned the way grown, adult children were treating their parents.
READ matthew 15:1-9
QUESTION:    Jesus used some especially strong language when he condemned the Pharisees for the way they treated their parents. Why do you suppose Jesus was so angry?
Possible Answers: Any religion that makes a big deal out of washing hands, while at the same time allows you to neglect your own parents, is a perversion of the heart of God; The Pharisees minimized one of God's Top Ten" for the sake for their own human traditions; They were causing old folks to be deprived of the help they deserved; He may have been offended at their neglect of their parents, because as the oldest son, Jesus felt responsible for the welfare of his own mother
(see John 19:26-27).
————————————————————————————————————————————
QUESTION:    What are some of the things -we can do to honor our parents when they grow older?
Possible Answers: We certainly have an obligation to care for their physical needs if they are in need (read 1 Timothy 5:4); We can stay in touch with them, visit, and encourage their grandchildren to visitthem; Wecan be patient with their physical limitations, and show respect for their wisdom (see Leviticus 19:32); We can make sure they know how much we appreciate all they have done for us; We honor our parents when we live a good and godly life.
Discussion: When Paul quoted the Fifth Commandment, he called it the "first commandment with a promise." As we wrap up this study, let's consider that promise. Why would we be more likely to "enjoy long life on the earth" //we honor our parents? How would you explain that promise?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Fifth Commandment is a "Word of Grace", because it comes with a promise: when we honor our parents, we're really doing ourselves a favor!
NEXT WEEK: Next week we will consider the sixth "Word of Grace", which teaches us to avoid the poison of anger.
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The Murderer In Me
Discussion Guide #7
Texts: Exodus 20:13/1 John 3:11-157 Matthew 5:21-26
Aim: to learn how undisciplined anger and selfishness can lead to destructive actions.
ice-breaker: As we go around the circle, I'd like everyone to tell their name and answer "Yes" or "No" to the following question: "If you were asked to serve on a jury that was considering a murder charge, and you had a choice, would you agree to serve?" I don't want any explanations right now, just a "Yes" or a "No." I'll begin: My name is _______, and if I were asked to serve on that jury, I think that I would say _______.
Now that everyone has answered, I'll give you the chance to explain why you would, or would not, agree to serve on such a jury. Would anyone like to tell why you gave the answer you did?
Discussion: Now consider this true story. In the early 1980's Karla Faye Tucker participated in the gruesome murder of two people. While she was serving time in a Texas penitentiary, Karla Faye was visited by a minister of the gospel, and she was converted to Christ. By all accounts she was a genuinely changed person: she accepted responsibility for her sins, apologized publicly to the families of the victims, and gave interviews explaining (but not excusing) how her own attitudes and family background had led her to commit such an atrocious crime. There was a public outcry over her death sentence, and many influential people asked that the state of Texas spare her life. However, both the Board of Pardons and Governor George W. Bush refused to stay her execution, and Karla Faye Tucker was executed by lethal injection on February 3, 1998.
Do you think the life of Karla Faye Tucker should have been spared because she became a Christian? Why, or why not?
Suppose you were on the jury that tried Karla Faye Tucker, and that she admitted her guilt. What factors would cause you to vote for the death penalty for her? What factors would cause you to vote against her execution?
Suppose that your brother or sister had been one of the people Karla Faye Tucker had killed. Would the fact that you were a Christian, and Karla Faye had become a Christian, change the way you felt about her?
Discussion: Do you think a murderer is different from ordinary people in some way, or could anyone take the life of another person under the right circumstances?
The Sixth Commandment would not be part of God's "Top Ten" unless God knew that murder could be a temptation! The New Testament warns us that //"we allow our negative emotions and attitudes to go unrestrained, any of us could break this commandment.
READ 1 john 3:11-15.
Discussion: What does this passage suggest to you about human nature? What does it teach you about people?
What do you think John means when he tells us that "anyone who hates his brother is a murderer?"
READ matthew 5:21-22
Jesus first quotes the Sixth Commandment, and then uses the phrase "but I say unto you" to indicate that He is introducing something new.
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QUESTION:    What would you say is the difference between the Sixth Commandment of Moses and the teaching of Jesus in this passage? And: how could this teaching of Jesus help "ordinary" people to avoid the temptation to commit murder?
Possible Answers: Before you kill someone, you first have to become angry enough to "wish they were dead", so Jesus is warning us, "Don't allow yourself to get carried away"; Jesus requires a greater standard of righteousness (Matthew 5:17-20), so he addresses our heart as well as our behavior (cf. Matthew 5:27-28); Jesus knew that if we use disrespectful or contemptuous labels for another human being, we are preventing ourself from seeing the image ofGod'm them (read James 3:9 and cf. Genesis 9:6), and that devaluing of the worth of theother person is what allows people to cross the line into murder.
[Background Note: The word "Raca" in Matthew 5 :22 probably comes from an Aramaic word meaning "empty"; it is a word of contempt, much like "airhead" or "nitwit" in our own language. The Sanhedrin was the Jewish ruling council.]
matthew 5:23-24
Here Jesus tells his followers that resolving their differences is more urgent than even worshipping God!
*$
e QUESTION:    What are some ways in which we could say reconciliation is the opposite of murder?
Possible Answers: Reconciliation requires humility— murder is the ultimate act of selfishness; Reconciliation involves peacemaking (see Matthew 5:9), while murder is an act of violence; Murder is often impulsive— reconciliation takes time; Reconciliation resolves problems, while murder causes more; Reconciliation enriches our worship, while murder breaks ourfellowship with God (see the example of Cain in Genesis 4:3-1 6).
matthew 5:25-26
Here Jesus changes the focus from our relationship with a brother (as in Matthew 5:23) to dealing with an enemy.
^ y Discussion: This is very practical guidance, but what do you suppose it has to do with the Sixth Commandment? Is Jesus giving legal advice, or do you think he is addressing some spiritual problem in us?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Sixth Commandment is a "word of grace" because it protects the life of the person with whom we are in conflict. Jesus adds his own "word of grace" by teaching us to avoid the selfish and self-centered attitudes that allow things to get out of hand and bring out the "murderer in me", and that's something we all need to learn!
NEXT WEEK: Next week we will consider the seventh "Word of Grace", which teaches us how to protect the integrity of marriage.
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Protect the Integrity of Marriage
Discussion Guide #8
Texts: Exodus 20:14/ Proverbs 5:1-18/ Matthew 5:27-28
Aim: to learn how to strengthen marriage and avoid the temptation of infidelity.
ice-breaker: If you were driving down the road in your vehicle, and you were listening to music on the radio, what station would you be tuned to? As we go around the circle, I'd like everyone to tell their name and tell the group your favorite radio station.
Discussion: As you think about the songs you hear on the radio, can you remember any songs which address the subject of martial unfaithfulness (or for country music fans, "cheating")? If so, what does that song say about adultery?
The world openly discusses adultery all the time, but much of the time, it lies! Christians shouldn't hesitate to tell the truth about it!
READ proverbs 5:1-6
Here Solomon instructs his son about the dangers of adultery in a section that continues on for three chapters!
Discussion: Solomon warns his son in Proverbs 5:6 that some people just don't think about infidelity as a sin. How do you think someone who gets involved in a relationship with a married woman or man rationalizes their actions? What do you suppose they tell themselves to justify their involvement with a married person?
QUESTION:    Many people who get caught up in an extramarital affair insist that they never intended to get involved with another person. Other than sex, what do you think motivates people who commit adultery? What do you suppose are some of the needs that the affair might fulfill in their life?
Possible Answers: Perhaps the attention of another person is a boost to their ego; Some people make themselves more vulnerable to temptation because of unresolved resentment against their marriage partner; An unfulfilled need for intimacy, affection, or attention; Some may want the reassurance that they are still attractive or sexually desirable; An "affair" is really an "unfair", because it creates an unrealistic comparison between everyday life with a marriage partner and the temporary thrill and excitement of having a secret lover; An escape from dealing with one's own responsibility to improve the marriage relationship.
o QUESTION:
In your opinion, at what point does marital unfaithfulness actually begin? Does it start only when two people become physically involved, or at some point before?
Possible Answers: At the point a person starts looking forward to "accidently" meeting the other person, or planning such encounters, or "flirting" with someone of the opposite sex; Unfaithfulness begins the minute I do anything that I am not willing to disclose to my partner; Since Jesus said adultery begins in the heart, not in the bedroom (read Matthew 5:27-28), it begins when I stop investing in my partner, and transfer my desires to another person.
Discussion: Can a person be "unfaithful" to their marriage partner if they are having sexual discussions in a chat room on the Internet? Why, or why not?
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READ proverbs 5:7-14
Now consider this scenario: Frank and Ernie are having lunch together at work. Ernie asks, "Frank, I hope you won't think I'm being nosy, but who was that young lady I saw you having lunch with yesterday? I don't think I know her." His friend Frank says casually, "Oh, she's a new secretary from over in the shipping department, and I wanted to welcome her to the company. You know, she's just starting out here at work, and besides, I feel sorry for her, because she's having problems at home." Ernie replies in a half-joking tone, "Oh. OK. Well, uh, Frank, what does your wife think about that?" Frank replies emphatically, "This is work—do you tell your wife everything you do on your job? Besides, I didn't do anything wrong, and my wife and I have a good marriage, so nothing is going to happen. And yes, I think you are getting just a little too nosy."
QUESTION:    If you were Ernie, what would trouble you the most about Frank's reply? As I read this story again, what are some warning signs that you see?
Re-read story.
Possible Answers: Frank's unwillingness to tell his wife about his lunch appointment with the new secretary, because the first boundary crossed on the way to adultery is usually dishonesty, Frank's confidence that "nothing will happen", because he has a strong marriage, which may blind him to the fact that sexual temptation can attack anyone (Cf. Proverbs 5:8 and 1 Corinthians 1 0: 1 2); The fact that he is attempting to "help" the secretary with her problems at home (one of the most common ways for affairs to begin !); If Frank remains so defensive, he will not be able to listen to his friend's advice at a time when Frank may need it the most (see Proverbs 5:12-13).
READ proverbs 5:5-18
Here Solomon tells his son to avoid adultery by investing in his relationship with his own wife!
Now consider this true scenario: Linda was all smiles as she came into the Christian counselor's office. "Oh, brother Smith, I'm finally free to remarry." "What do you mean?", asked the puzzled counselor. Linda explained, "You know how unhappy I've been with my husband. Well, I just discovered he has seen another woman, so that means now I have a scriptural right to divorce him. In fact, I've gone to see the attorney this morning." "I see", said the counselor. "Tell me something: How long ago did you lock your husband out of the bedroom?" Linda looked puzzled: "Why, eight months ago. How did you know?"
Discussion: What would you say is the opposite of "un-faithfulness"? Is a person "faithful" just as long as they haven't committed adultery, or does it take something more to be faithful to your marriage partner? If so, what?
[Background: Read 1 Corinthians 7:3-5]
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Seventh Commandment is one of God's greatest "words of grace", because through it He is protecting the integrity of our marriage. God urges us to avoid the destructive temptation of adultery by investing in our partner!
NEXT WEEK: Next week the eighth "Word of Grace" will direct us to be a giver, not a taker.
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Be A Giver, Not A Taker
Discussion Guide #9
Texts: Exodus 20:15, 22:1 -4 /Ephesians 4:22-287 Matthew 6:19-2471 Timothy 6:6-10
Aim: to learn why we should be oriented toward giving, not taking.
ice-breaker: All of us would be lost without our keys, but I wonder: do you know how many keys you have on your key chain? As we go around the circle, take a guess: tell the group how many keys you think you carry. I'll begin.
Discussion: If there were no dishonest people, none of us would need any keys at all! To comprehend the importance of the Eighth Commandment, can you think of any other ways our world would be different if there were no thieves? What are some other changes it would make in our life if we didn't have to worry about stealing?
Have you ever had any of your possessions stolen? If so, how did you feel when you realized that someone had taken something that belonged to you?
Discussion: What do you think motivates a thief? Why do people steal?
PossibleAnswers: Greed; Laziness; Dishonesty; Lack of character; Indifference to the rights of others; The thrill of "getting away" with something; A sense of resentment towards employers (e.g., "They don't pay me enough, so this will make up for it"); Jealousy; A sense of entitlement (e.g., "It's not fair that I don't have as much as others, so I deserve this"); A mental disease such as kleptomania; Desperation (see Proverbs 30:7-9).
Discussion: If you were a judge, and could mete out any sentence you wished, what penalty would you consider to be appropriate for a thief? How would you punish stealing? Why?
Our legal system typically relies on incarceration (or at least on the threat of jail), but in the Old Testament the remedy for stealing was the principle of restitution.
READ exodus 22:1-4
e QUESTION:    Why did the law of Moses required a convicted thief to make restitution to the victim? What would you guess God intended this provision to accomplish?
Possible Answers: To allow the thief to experience what it feels like to lose some of his own possessions; If a potential robber understood that his thievery could actually cost him, it might act as a deterrent; Many of these people relied on their animals for their living, so the restitution of the victim's livestock would ensure that they didn't go hungry; Since the convicted thief might very well have to continue living in the same community as the victim, the restitution (with interest) of his stolen goods would make a genuine reconciliation between the culprit and his victim more possible; To teach the thief the value of work.
[Background Note:   The principle of restitution is also developed in Proverbs 6:30-31, Leviticus 6:1-7, and is demonstrated in the example of Zaccheus (Luke 19:8).]
^ j  Discussion: Do you think the principle of restitution would be more effective, or less effective, than throwing a thief in jail? Why?
READ ephesians 4:22-28
QUESTION:    This passage describes the reversal of values that takes place when someone becomes a Christian. Based on Ephesians 4:28, what could we say is the opposite of stealing?
GOD'S TOP TEN:   WORDS OF GRACE
Great Commission Resources—48
©2001 Dan Williams. Permission granted to purchaser to photocopy this page for use in Bible study only.

Discussion Guide #9 Be a Giver, Not a Taker—Page 2
Possible Answers: Being willing to work for what you want, rather than taking what someone else has earned; Trying to be useful in life, rather than attempting to sponge off the labors of others; Instead of selfishly taking away the possessions of others because we covet them, be willing to generously give away what we have with others; The "taker" focuses on his desires, while the "giver" is concerned about the needs of others; Perhaps this could also be considered the opposite of stealing because, if we take the initiative to care for those in need, they will learn to trust God's provision and won't be tempted to steal!
Discussion: Paul here describes two very different orientations toward life: some people are "givers", and others are "takers." We remember that Jesus said "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). In what ways do you think the life of a "giver" will be more blessed than that of a "taker"?
READ matthew 6:19-24
o QUESTION:    According to this passage, what are some reasons why it is important to be a giver?
Possible Answers: To prevent us from becoming so fixated on material things that we neglect the spiritual dimension of life; To protect us from the powerful personality distortion caused by greed; So that we will feel a personal investment in the kingdom of God; So that we won't be disappointed when things ultimately and inevitably fail to sustain and satisfy us; Because thieves can take our possessions, but no one can rob us of our inner peace (see John 14:27).
READ 1 timothy 6:6-10
DISCUSSION QUESTION: This passage would probably not make much sense to a bank robber! What in these verses do you think a thief would find the most difficult to understand? What teachings in this passage would be the exact opposite of the mind set of someone who steals?
Based on these verses, what would you say is the proper attitude toward things! And what could we do to avoid becoming a "taker" in life?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Eighth Commandment is a "Word of Grace" because it warns us against stealing not only to protect the property of others, but also to protect our own personality and enrich our life! God wants us to become a giver, not a taker.
NEXTWEEK: Next week we will considerthe ninth "Word of Grace", which tells us it is important to make our word our bond.
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Make Your Word Your Bond
Discussion Guide #10
Texts: Exodus 20:16, Ephesians 4:20-25,1 Samuel 16:1-5, Matthew 5:33-37
Aim: to emphasize the need to be trustworthy in our relationships.
Scenario: Clarissa has just bought a new dress, and she is modeling it for her friend Kim. Kim's initial reaction is that it is an ugly shade of green, and the style is not at all flattering to Clarissa. Then comes the dreaded moment: Clarissa asks, "What do you think of it? Don't you just love it?" Kim doesn't want to hurt her friend's feelings, but on the other hand she really doesn't think the dress Clarissa has purchased looks attractive on her.
^ $  Discussion: How candid do you believe Kim should be in a situation like this? What principles should guide Kim as she considers her answer to Clarissa's question?
How do you think Clarissa could have handled this situation differently if she wanted a completely frank and forthright response from Kim?
The Ninth Commandment absolutely prohibits dishonesty. However, this is often a difficult command to apply without the additional guidelines of trustworthiness, integrity, and prudence!
READ ephesians 4:20-25
In Ephesians 4:25 we are told that the reason we must be truthful is because "we are members of one body " (that is, as Christians we belong to, and depend on, each other).
^ j   Discussion: Who do you think would be more likely to tell you a lie: a stranger, or someone you know and see every day? Why?
Which falsehood do you think would be more destructive in the long term: a lie to a stranger, or to someone you know and see every day? Why?
Paul's comment about being "members of one body" reminds us that if we are untruthful, we will eventually be considered untrustworthy. How do you think it would affect the quality of our life if we got a reputation for being unreliable?
To understand integrity, it may be useful to think of two kinds of truth: factual truth, and moral truth. A statement may be factually true and yet morally false.
For Example: When Bill Clinton first ran for president back in 1992, he repeatedly faced questions about whether he had ever smoked marijuana. Clinton's stock answer was "I have never broken the laws of this country." Not until he was pinned down on the subject did Clinton admit he had used the drug while a student in another country (in England).
^ j  Discussion: Was Clinton's answer technically true? Was it morally true? What would you say is the difference between the two?
Now consider this scenario: Juanita has been told by a friend at school that Paul intends to ask her to go with him to the class picnic. This distresses Juanita, because she had been hoping that Butch would ask her out instead. That evening, when the phone rings, Juanita's mother answers. "Honey," she calls up to Juanita's room, "there's a phone call for you. It's someone named Paul." Juanita quickly jumps up, runs to the bathroom, and stands in the tub. "Tell him I'm in the shower," she yells down the stairs to her mother.
^ $  Discussion: Is Juanita's reply technically true? Was it morally true? How could Juanita have handled this situation differently without intending to deceive?
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READ 1 samuel 16:1-5
Samuel knew that King Saul would certainly kill him, and perhaps many in the village of Bethlehem, if the jealous and paranoid king learned of the purpose of his mission.
^ *> Discussion: Do you think God was actually instructing Samuel to lie in this case? Why, or why not?
Is there a difference between lying andprudence7 If so, what? ["Prudence" means, i.e., "You don't have to tell everything you know"]
Do you think it would be morally right to tell the complete truth //you knew that it meant innocent people would die as a result? Why, or why not?
Suppose someone asks you to confirm an ugly rumor about another person, and you are in a position to verify that the gossip is true. If you say "Yes", you are an accomplice to gossip, and if you say "no", you are deliberately lying. Do you have any other options? If so, what?
[Background: For similar cases in which complete disclosure would endanger innocent life, we could consider the midwives who protected newborn baby boys from Pharaoh (Exodus 1:15-22), Rahab who hid the spies (Joshua 2:1 -24), Jonathan, who did not tell his father Saul of David's whereabouts (1 Samuel 20:28), and perhaps Jesus, who instructed his followers on several occasions to keep quiet about what they knew (Matthew 8:4, 16:20, 17:9)]
READ matthew 5:33-37
Jesus said that we must be a people whose character is so trustworthy that we don't need to back up our statements with oaths.
CORE-READ matthew 5:37
Discussion: How could this statement help us to avoid the temptation to be dishonest?
In this week's lesson we have considered some difficult situations. Think back to our discussion: what principles have we used tonight to determine what does, and does not, constitute a violation of the Ninth Commandment? What guidelines should we use to make sure we are people of integrity?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: If we are seeking to be persons of integrity, we will always seek what's best for both ourselves and others! The Ninth Commandment is a "Word of Grace": by reminding us of the dangers of dishonesty, it makes our relationships healthy and makes us dependable.
NEXT WEEK: Next week we will consider the tenth "Word of Grace", which teaches us to be content with our own "stuff."
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Be Content With Your Own Stuff
Discussion Guide #11
Texts: Exodus 20:17, 1 Kings 21:1-16,1 Timothy 6:6-10
Aim: to emphasize the cure for coveting is to put God first and be content with our own stuff.
ice-breaker: As we go around the circle, I want to know if you have ever had the measles, mumps, or chicken pox, and if so, how old were you? I'll begin.
If you have had any of those diseases, what do you remember as being the worst thing about that experience?
One of the most difficult things about having the chicken pox is that you really, really want to scratch, but if you do, it only makes it worse. Can anyone share a remedy for that urge to scratch? What have you found effective?
Discussion: Solomon, the richest man of his age, once wrote in Ecclesiastes 5:10 "Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income." If greed is an "itch" for more, what would you say is the cure?
There are certain sins of desire that are like the chicken pox: the more you "scratch" them, the worse they get. The Tenth Commandment points us to the cure for the "itch" of covetingl
READ exodus 20:17
The word "covet" did not start out as a negative word. It originally meant simply to "strongly desire" something. However, while the word "covet" appears twice in Exodus 20:17, the words "your neighbor" or "his" appear five times!
Discussion: Is it ever OK to want what belongs to someone else? What do you think makes a desire right or wrong?
Discussion: This commandment could have simply said, "You should not want what doesn't belong to you" and left it at that. Instead, it provides a long list: "your neighbor's house; wife; manservant; maidservant; ox; donkey; or anything that belongs to your neighbor." Why would you suppose God went into such detail with this particular commandment?
Let's look at a case study.
READ 1 kings 21:1-3
The top three rules in real estate are "location, location, location," and King Ahab is what is known as a "motivated buyer!"
1 ^ Discussion: Naboth was certainly in a position to get a good price for his land! Why do you suppose he flatly turns the king's offer down? What does Naboth's response suggest to you about his attitude toward his possessions?
READ 1 kings 21:4-6
Ahab had plenty of property of his own—but the king couldn't enjoy any of it as long as he didn 't have the land that belonged to Naboth! One of the saddest spiritual consequences of the disease of coveting is that it makes us dissatisfied with our own stuff.
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Discussion Guide #1 1 Be Content With Your Own Stuff—Page 2
Discussion: What do you think it is that makes the "other guy's" stuff seem to look so much better than our own? Why do people grow discontented with their own possessions when they see what other people have?
READ 1 kings 21:7-16
QUESTION:    This story began with a bad case of coveting. Now how many of the Ten Commandments can you identify as having been broken in this story?
Possible Answers: You shall not murder; You shall notsfea/; You shall not give false testimony; We could perhaps include "You shall not misuse the name of the Lord."
Discussion: The covetousness of Ahab led to murder. What would you say are some other ways (short of murder) that coveting could affect a relationship? Do you think you would know if a friend or fellow-worker was covetous of your stuff? If so, how?
There are only two cures for the "itch" of covetousness: godliness and contentment.
READ 1 timothy 6:6-10
QUESTION:    The first commandment we studied in this series told us to put God first. The last commandment
in God's "Top Ten" tells us to be content with you own "stuff. " After reading this passage, how do you think those two "bookends" are related? What might be some of the connections between our attitude toward God and our attitude toward things'?
Possible Answers: If we put our trust in things, we will always be insecure (read Matthew 6: 19), but if we put our trust in God, we can be free from anxiety and worry (read Matthew 28-33); If we don't put God first, it will be harder for us to be content- if we seek to practice contentment, it will be easier for us to put God first (See Philippians 4: 1 1 -1 3); A person who is covetous is making things their "god" (read Colossians 3:5); If we put Godfirst, we will treat offers right (See Matthew 22:37-38), but if we put things first, it ruins our relationships with others (see Luke 12:13-21).
Discussion: Elvis Presley had three jets, two Cadillacs, a Rolls-Royce, a Lincoln Continental, two station wagons, a Jeep, a custom touring bus, and three motorcycles. He obviously had enough money to buy them, and he wasn't hurting anyone else by his purchases. Do you think Elvis' possessions were spiritually healthy? Why, or why not?
As you think about your own life, what causes you to be satisfied with your own stuff? What have you found that helps you to be content?
SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Tenth Command is a "Word of Grace", because it steers us away from the disease of discontentment that robs us of our peace of mind. When we can learn to put God first, and to be content with our own stuff, we will truly be "rich indeed"!
NEXT WEEK:   This concludes our study of God's Top Ten: Words of Grace.
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