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God Delivers
Psalm 107

Introduction

A. “What can Brown do for you?”

1. A popular commercial

2. Bragging on the reasons to use UPS as your shipping agent 

B. “What can God do for you?”

1. A ‘not-so-popular’ question

2. Bragging on the reasons to use God as your ‘shipping agent’

C. Comparisons between the first five books of the OT (Pentateuch) and the five books of Psalms

Pentateuch



Psalms

1.  Genesis

Humanity
Book 1 
(Psalms 1-41)


2.  Exodus

Deliverance
Book 2 
(Psalms 42-72)


3.  Leviticus

Worship
Book 3 
(Psalms 73-83)


4.  Numbers 

Conflict
Book 4 
(Psalms 84-106)


5.  Deuteronomy 
Thanksgiving
Book 5 
(Psalms 107-150)

D.  The entire story of the OT



1.  Psalm 104:5 -  
The Creation


2.  Psalm 105:6  -  
The Patriarchs


3.  Psalm 106:42  -  
Egypt to Captivity


4.  Psalm 107:14  -  
Return from Captivity

E.  As we read the 107th Psalm, listen for the answer to the question, “What can God do for you?”


1.  Travelers who have lost their way


2.  Captives suffering in prison


3.  Unwell persons with ‘one foot in the grave’


4.  Sailors in a storm

I. Those lost (vv. 4-9)
A. They thought they knew the way

B. They continued…confused and lost

1. No landmarks

2. No familiar city, house or haven

3. No food; no water; exhausted; hopeless


C. Finally, desperation leads to prayer

1. In their misery they turned to God

2. What they needed most was a ‘Guide’

D. God’s answer was immediate

1. The very second the feeble ‘MAYDAY’ comes from the desert, the ‘long arm of God’, the ‘Good Shepherd’ reaches out to save

2. With the ‘divine Guide’ leading, fear fades… ‘hope springs eternal’… the way to the ‘city’ is found 
E.  Thanksgiving offered

II. Those enslaved (vv. 10-16)
A. Locked up in prison… suffering, misery… daily measure

B. Not free to live normal lives… Liberty denied

C. Prisoners because of rebellion… deserving exactly what is being given

D. God, once again, is described as ‘ready’ to respond

1. Finally, driven to prayer, those imprisoned plead with God

2. It is ALWAYS the one and only door

3. Even though it is ‘the last resort’, God is still willing to listen!

E.  Thanksgiving offered

III. Those sick (vv. 17-22)
A. Terrible sicknesses brought upon themselves by their own sinful practices

B. A horrible scene

1. Created in God’s image, only to plunge ourselves into sin

2. Helpless… miserable… hideous… foolish

3. Sin truly is ‘foolish’

4. By foolish sins, mankind drags down their health, their mind, their spirituality

C. These men are at death’s door

1. Seemingly, at the point of death, these men cry out to God

2. Driven by despair, they turn to God

3. God, infinitely good, delights to answer any call from anyone

D.  Thanksgiving offered

IV. Those in a storm (vv. 23-32)
A. Caught in a mighty storm at sea

1. The wind springs up… waves crash over the ship… unseen danger lurks in the darkness.

2. The ship becomes as a mere toy in the strength of the sea

3. The sailors are frightened… hope fades… this is indeed a desperate situation

a. Illustration:  A storm at sea seemed to be ‘out of control’.  Many of the passengers came to the captain for assurance.  The captain would point to the sailors gambling on the floor in their cabins and say, “As long as they continue to gamble you need not worry.”  Later in the day, as the passengers peered over the rail and saw the sailors , they were heard to say, “Thank the Lord, they are still at it.”

b. It is when even seasoned sailors become frightened, then all hope fades.

B. Face to face with death

1. No steering device

2. No human wisdom

3. They turn humbly to God in prayer, hoping to be heard above the deafening roar of the storm

4. Instantly, they were saved, and brought home to their loved ones

C. Thanksgiving offered

Conclusion


A. Think of those lost ones (maybe you are one of them)

1. They do not know the way home

2. They will wander on in hunger and thirst…unsatisfied heading toward dark despair

3. Will you remind them (and let me remind you) of the Guide, their Redeemer?

4. What a divine picture of God’s grace


B. Godless life brings bondage – slavery – to sin which leads to death

1. Sin will bring God’s wrath upon yourself

2. True liberty comes when the sinner submits and takes the salvation that is offered

3. The Savior works His work of salvation

4. The chains of imprisonment fall off and the soul is alive again
C. Those who are sick need a doctor

1. We offer the ‘Great Physician’

2. The ‘word’ of God is personified as a powerful messenger who wants to make the ‘house call’ to heal and restore to health those in need.

3. Jesus would announce that He is the ‘Word’, able to heal all manner of sickness and rescue those even on the brink of death

D. Those caught in a self-imposed storm need to be brought home safely

1. Even in extreme disobedience, God is willing to welcome home the penitent

2. Even in unfortunate circumstances, outside of our control, God’s help is available

a. God is able

b. God is available

c. God will save

d. God is good

E. What can God do for you?

1. He loves

2. He died

3. He lives

4. He will save
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