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God’s Work
Psalm 33

Introduction

A. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).

B. “And by the seventh day God completed His work which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done” (Genesis 2:2).

C. “For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy” (Exodus 20:11).
1. Based on these passages many believe that God is no longer working

2. However, this is not the case

a. After Jesus had healed the sick man at the pool of Bethesda, Jesus claimed equality with God

b. “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working” (John 5:17).

D. Open your Bibles to Psalm 33

1. The psalmist dedicates an entire psalm praising the word and works of God

2. Naturally divided into three parts

a. Exhortation to praise God’s works (vv. 1-5)
b. God’s work of creation (vv. 6-12)
c. God’s work of salvation (vv. 13-22)
I. Exhortation to praise God’s works (vv. 1-5)
A. Sing for joy
B. Give thanks

C. Shout with joy

D. Reasons

1. Praise looks good on you

2. God’s word is right

3. God’s work is done in truth

4. We can have absolute confidence that whatever God says is right and whatever He does will stand.

E. Instrumental music?

1. History speaks

a. “The organ in worship of God is [a symbol] of Baal” (Martin Luther).

b. “Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting up of lamps, the restoration of the other shadows of the Law” (John Calvin).

c. “I have no objection to instruments of music in our chapels, provided they are neither heard nor seen” (John Wesley).
d. “Music as a science, I esteem and admire; but instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and abhor” (Adam Clarke, Methodist).

e. What men think and say about instrumental music does not make it wrong…but it is interesting, to say the least.

2. The Old Law was “nailed to the cross” (Colossians 2:14).

3. The New Law specifies the instrument to be played – “...singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).
4. A description of God (vv. 4,5)

a. Upright (straight, even, level)
b. Faithful (firm, steady, honest)
c. Righteous

d. Justice (an attribute of God, rooted in His character)
e. Lovingkindness (an eternal principle of God)
II. God’s work of creation – Divine Power (vv. 6-9)
A. Attention directed toward the Creator…not the ‘creation’
1. “The psalmist is fascinated NOT by the glories created, but by the wonder of the process of creation” (Scroggie, Vol. I, p. 192).

2. The ‘word’ of the Lord and the ‘work’ of the Lord are closely related

a. Genesis account of creation comes directly to mind

b. No less than 17 times God is referenced as ‘speaking’

c. “For they are willfully ignorant of this fact, that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water…” (2 Peter 3:5).

B. Description of God’s work

1. Heavens

a. Our atmosphere protects us

1) Meteors burn up as they enter our ‘world’

2) Ozone provides necessary protection from ultraviolet rays

b. Our atmosphere provides for us

1) The heat from the sun is retained by carbon dioxide and water vapor

2) The oxygen level is ‘exactly right’ – too little – no combustion; too much – explosive!

2. Sea 

a. Life is dependent upon the sea

b. 90% of our oxygen comes from the microscopic plants in the sea
C. Our response to God’s work (vv. 8-12)

1. Fear (“Shock & Awe”)

2. Awe 

3. When we respond we are blessed

III. God’s work of salvation (His providence)
A. Providence defined: skill or wisdom in management; providing for future needs

1. What has God done for you?

2. Can you see God’s hand as you look back over your life?

B. God’s abilities

1. Sees all

2. Fashions all

3. Understands all

a. Omniscient

b. Omnipresent

c. Omnipotent

C. What God sees

1. Man’s attempts to ‘save himself’

a. Military power

b. Manpower

c. Horsepower

2. The ‘eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him

a. Hope for lovingkindness

b. To deliver their soul from death

c. To keep them alive in famine

D. What God requires

1. Wait for the Lord

2. Trust in his holy name 

“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

                                  3.  Our request: “Let Thy lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have waited for Thee” (Psalm 33:22). 
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