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Godly Sorrow Produces Repentance
2 Corinthians 7:2-16

Background Information


Things had gone wrong in Corinth.  In an attempt to ‘fix’ things, Paul had made a trip to Corinth.  This only made matters worse.  After this visit, Paul sends Titus with a ‘severe’ letter of rebuke.  So unhappy about the situation in Corinth, Paul could not sleep, describing his mood as “conflicts without, fears within”.  Somewhere in Macedonia, Paul meets Titus and finds out that the situation has been righted and all is well.

1. Paul thinks highly of the Corinthians (verses 2-4)
a. “Make room for us”
b. Get rid of your bad temper

c. Give us a place in your hearts

1) “We wronged no one”
2) “We corrupted no one”
3) “We took advantage of no one”
4) cf. Titus 2:12 – Paul lived “sensibly, righteously and godly”
d. “…to die together and to live together”
1) Paul and those he converted are eternally linked

2) Notice the priority – “die” precedes “live”
a) One must really ‘die’ to self before one ‘lives’

b) Physical death precedes eternal life in glory

e. Paul’s attitude described
1) “My confidence in you”
2) “My boasting on your behalf”
3) “Filled with comfort”
4) “Overflowing with joy”
2. Reasons for Paul to think highly of the Corinthians (verses 7-16)
a. Their high regard for him
1) “your longing”

2) “your mourning”

3) “your zeal”

Method and outlook on ‘rebuke’

· There is a time when rebuke is necessary

Those who seek ‘an easy peace’ usually find nothing but trouble

Trouble is like disease – if dealt with at the proper time it can be eliminated.  If not dealt with, it becomes incurable.

· The ‘last’ thing Paul wished to do was to rebuke them

Under compulsion, Paul was literally forced to rebuke them.  There was no pleasure in it for Paul.  Effective rebuke is seen as being ‘dragged out’ of a man.  

· Paul wished to enable the saints in Corinth to ‘be what they ought to be’

The ultimate purpose of the ‘severe’ letter was to build the saints up; to encourage; eliminating the evil; making the good grow.

b. Their response to his “severe” letter

1) Their “godly sorrow” produced salvation

True repentance demonstrates its sorrow by what it does
They hated the sin they had committed, hated themselves for committing that sin, and now were working to atone for it.

Contrasted with ‘worldly sorrow’ 


Resentment at the punishment

Resentment at being caught

2) Paul describes the ‘explosive’ nature of their repentance (v.11)

a) “vindication”

b) “indignation”

c) “fear”

d) “longing”

e) “zeal”

f) “avenging of wrong”

g) “innocent”
3) Their obedience what Paul’s primary concern

c. Joy manifested
1) The joy of reconciliation – the relief that the strife is over – the burden lifted – the barrier broken down

2) Titus justified Paul’s confidence in him – there is nothing better than to believe in someone, and then have that someone live up to that belief.

3) Titus, whom Paul loved, was welcomed – love shown to you through the treatment of one whom you love (Matt. 25:40)
Summary: “Paul felt that, in spite of seemingly insurmountable obstacles, no future emergency could permanently undermine his conviction that things would eventually work out for good” (Wycliffe Bible Commentary, p. 675).
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