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Great Generosity
2 Corinthians 8:1-6

Introduction

A. What’s your definition of ‘philanthropist’? 
1. Literally ‘lover of mankind’

2. Usually shown by giving large quantities of money

B. What’s your definition of ‘Theophilus’?

1. Literally ‘lover of God’

2. Usually shown by what is given to Him

a. Worship

b. Time

c. Money

d. Effort

I. Background information

A. God owns all in heaven and on earth

1. “Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it” (Deuteronomy 10:14).

2. “For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.  I know every bird of the mountains, and everything that moves in the field is Mine” (Psalm 50:10,11).

3. “The silver is Mine, and he gold is Mine, declares the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 2:8).

4. “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine” Ezekiel 18:4).

5. “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). 

B. We are but taking care of what is God’s possession

1. Giving is but the practice of stewardship in relation to the money God has committed into our hands for the moment.

2. All life is stewardship
II. The grace of God defined
A. Given in the churches of Macedonia

B. Great ordeal of affliction

1. Abundance of joy

2. In spite of their deep poverty

3. Overflowed in the wealth of their liberality

III. The great example of liberal giving

A. Sacrificially – “beyond their ability”
1. Offering the best you have to God

2. Sacrifice is worship
3. We cannot worship “in spirit and in truth” if our giving is not according to His plan.

B. Willingly – “of their own accord”
C. Eagerly – “begging us with much entreaty”
D. Spiritually – “they first gave themselves to the Lord”
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