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Growth through Discipline

Acts 5:1-16

Introduction

A. Our ancestry as a church dates back to the Day of Pentecost – Acts 2

1. The power of the Holy Spirit introducing the first preacher

a. Sounds of a mighty wind

b. Tongues of fire

c. 16 different country representatives hearing the sermon in their own language

2. Great growth

a. 3000 souls added the very first day (Acts 2:41)

b. 5000 numbered among the saints (Acts 4:4)

c. Great multitudes (acts 5:14)

3. Unity among all believers

a. Were of one heart and one soul (Acts 4:32)

b. All things were common property (Acts 4:32)

c. Powerful preaching (Acts 4:33)

d. God’s approval (abundant grace) was upon all (Acts 4:33)

B. BUT – our heritage also includes discipline

1. As a father, I understand (slightly) the importance of discipline

a. Without discipline there is chaos

b. “Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

2. Using a literary ‘stop sign’, Luke records the first display of godly discipline

3. Read Acts 5:1-11

I. The act of discipline

A. Summary of the account of Ananias & Sapphira

1. An act of deceit interrupts the victorious progress of the people of God

a. Ananias (‘God has graciously given’) lies to God and dies

b. Sapphira (‘beautiful’) put the Spirit of the Lord to the test and dies

2. Even in the earliest of days the church was not a society of ‘perfect’ people

B. The rebuke of the Holy Spirit via Peter 

1. Emphasizing the reality of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit

2. “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).

C. Deception directed toward the church is deception directed toward God

1. Ananias was under no compulsion to sell his property

2. He and his wife purposefully decided to lie in order to obtain a favorable reputation among the congregation

II. The result of discipline (Read Acts 5:11-16)
A. Great fear (verses 5,11)

1. “Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and, ‘Let everyone who names the name of the Lord abstain from wickedness’” (2 Timothy 2:19).

2. Pretended, half-hearted commitment was ‘unthinkable’, even to unbelievers

B. Multitudes were constantly added to their number

1. In spite of, or more accurately, because of the ‘great fear’, multitudes were added

2. Previously, there were specific numbers given – now it becomes ‘multitudes’

3. The church grew – because of the severe discipline!

C. Why the severity?

1. If the fraud had gone undetected for a time, when it became common knowledge, it would have discounted the powers of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the apostles (JW McGarvey).

2. To learn that the Spirit could be deceived would have undermined the whole fabric of apostolic authority

3. Such a display (death to Ananias and Sapphira) could neither be mistaken nor forgotten

D. The world will always magnify a church that will stand uncompromisingly for holiness of life and word

1. The power of the church will be nullified when compromise is allowed

2. The world will then laugh at the Lord’s church – blaspheme

E. The church would be known as a safe place for men and women who needed holy companionship – helping each other get to heaven

1. This was a place where sin would not be tolerated

2. Many wanted to find such a place and claim it as their spiritual home

Conclusion

A. The great church that God desires

1. Obedient to His word

2. Energetic

3. Enduring against opposition

4. Sound in doctrine

5. Tireless in their labor

6. Courageous in the face of obstacles (even death)

7. Loving in disposition

8. Confident

9. Serving the needs of others

10. Pure, penitent, stable

11. Refusing to tolerate false teachers

12. Discipline of wayward members

13. Ability to practice self-evaluation

14. His abiding presence

B. Loving discipline was as much a trait of the first-century church as correct worship & organization

1. May God help us improve our congregation and strive to copy the divine model

2. A haunting question: “Can a church that utterly refuses to practice discipline truly by a New Testament church?”

C. The divine purpose of discipline

1. Corrective

a. Designed to save the erring child of God (1 Corinthians 5:5)

b. Designed to ‘gain’ the disobedient (Matthew 18:15)

c. Designed to make the disobedient ‘ashamed’ (2 Thessalonians 3:14)

d. Designed to ‘restore’ the disobedient (Galatians 6:1)

2. Protective

a. “A little leaven leavens the whole lump” (1 Corinthians 5:6)

b. The unruly cause division and occasions for stumbling (Romans 16:17)

c. It is imperative that the conduct of the church be such that “the name of God and the doctrine be not blasphemed” (1 Timothy 6:1)
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