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His Grace Reaches Me
Psalm 40
Introduction

A. The capture
1. Imagine being captured by the enemy and held against your will

2. Imagine being wounded in such a way that you are completely unable to escape, or even attempt escape

3. Imagine the feeling of hopelessness, desperation, and fear

B. The rescue
1. Imagine having the Special Ops of the United States Army, in the dead of night, break through the enemy lines looking for YOU!
2. Imagine the feeling of elation, excitement, and exhilaration as they identified themselves and assured you that you were now safe

3. Imagine the words you would use to thank them for risking their life to save yours
C. The declaration

1. Imagine what you would say about the rescue

2. Imagine who you would tell

3. Imagine how you would feel

I. Praise for past deliverance

A. God’s goodness

1. Patient waiting has produced a rich reward

2. The ‘pit’ is exchanged for a ‘rock’

3. The ‘miry clay’ is exchanged for a ‘firm’ standing

4. God’s ‘thoughts’ are crystallized in His ‘works’
5. ‘Too numerous to count’ 

B. Our gratitude

1. Deeds

a. Religion is greater than ritual

b. Conformity to God’s will should ALWAYS take precedent over ceremony

c. The Lord asks for obedience

2. Words

a. The psalmist becomes a ‘preacher’ 

b. The best qualification for a good ‘preacher’ is one who ‘practices’ it first

c. One cannot tell if one has not tried

d. That’s the way it was….what about the way it is now?

II. Prayer for present deliverance

A. Triumph alternates with tribulation

B. Joy and sorrow literally chase each other

C. A ‘roller-coaster’

D. God’s goodness in the past is the appeal for the present
1. ‘I will not restrain my lips’ – ‘O Lord, wilt not withhold Thy compassion from me’

2. ‘I have not hidden Thy righteousness’ – ‘Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth will continually preserve me’

3. ‘Let the Lord be mindful of me’

Conclusion

A. The capture

1. The sad thing about this particular capture is that it is ‘self-inflicted’

2. We choose our master

a. Slaves of sin

b. Slaves of righteousness (Romans 6:17,18)

3. We are held, not against our will, but by our will

a. Those of us who have obeyed our Master, stand before Him un-condemned

b. Those of you who have not obeyed the Master, stand before him condemned (Romans 8:1)

B. The rescue

1. The rescue is available to all

2. The rescuer has done all He will do 

3. We must be willing to be rescued

C. The declaration

1. Once this occurs, we are not only obligated, but willingly motivated to tell others

2. We become ‘the preacher’ of good news

3. We are willing and able to tell others

4. Who will you tell?
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