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If….Then

Your Condition without Baptism

Introduction

A. In order to defend the truth of God and expose false doctrine we must be able to use logic

1. Logic defined:  The science of correct reasoning

2. God requires it of us

a. 1 Thessalonians 5:21,22 “But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil.”

b. Romans 12:2 “And do no be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

c. 1 Peter 3:15 “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence…”

B. In order to accomplish this task, we must understand the basic segment of reasoning – the argument

1. ‘Argument’ often refers to a dispute where one tries to ‘win’

a. As Christians, we are not in the business of ‘winning’ arguments

b. 2 Timothy 2:14 “Remind them of this, and charge them before the Lord to avoid disputing about words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.”
c. 2 Timothy 2:24-26 “And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kindly to every one, an apt teacher, forbearing, correcting his opponents with gentleness.  God may perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.”
d. Even if you ‘win’ the argument, you haven’t ‘won’ the soul

2. For our use today, consider the ‘argument’ as a conclusion supported by evidence

3. Now, before you ‘nod off’, consider the ‘If…Then’ proposition

a. If the stock market continues to plummet, then many will lose money

b. If the preacher would say something interesting, then I would pay attention

c. If this is your condition with baptism, then what is your condition without baptism?

I. T-Shirt

A. Galatians 3:26,27

B. Clothed in Christ

II. Washcloth

A. Acts 22:16

B. What are you waiting for?  Get up!  Be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

III. Eraser

A. Acts 2:38

B. Repent and be baptized every one of you for the remission of sins and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

IV. Key

A. Romans 6:17,18

B. Set free from the bondage of sin

V. Shoes

A. Romans 6:3,4

B. Walk in newness of life

VI. Mirror

A. 1 Corinthians 12:13

B. We are the body of Christ

VII. Life Jacket

A. 1 Peter 3:21

B. Baptism now saves you

Conclusion

A. If, when you are baptized you

1. Are clothed in Christ

2. Are washed clean of your sins

3. Are forgiven completely of your sins

4. Are set free from the bondage of sin

5. Are able to walk in newness of life

6. Are the very body of Christ here on this earth

7. Are saved

B.  Then, what is your condition without baptism?
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