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Joseph – Mature at Seventeen

Genesis 39

Introduction

A. What the word ‘maturity’ brings to mind

1. Age

2. Understanding

3. Full-grown

B. What the word ‘maturity’ doesn’t bring to mind

1. Under-developed

2. Ignorance

3. Youth – Dare I say, “Teenager”?

C. The Bible, however, is full of surprises

1. Consider the teenager, Joseph

2. Open your Bibles to Genesis 37 (READ: 37:1-11)

a. At age 17, Joseph had already determined to do things God’s way

1) He refused to submit to ‘peer pressure’

2) He understood the importance of obedience to his father

b. At age 17, Joseph recognized sin and deceit in his brothers

c. At age 17, Joseph was hated so that his own brothers could not ‘speak peaceably with him’… the common courtesy of asking, “How are you?” or offering the usual Hebrew salutation, “SHALOM” (peace be with you).

D. Teenagers often get a ‘bad rap’ – “That’s so immature” – “Act your age” – “Grow up!”

1. Joseph was literally forced to ‘grow up’

a. Joseph felt compelled to share his dreams with his brothers and even his father

b. The repetition of the content of the dreams seems to establish the thing as certain

c. The brothers only saw Joseph’s own ambition and pride

2. The hatred his brothers had for him led them to commit a series of crimes

a. Plotting murder

b. Confining Joseph into a pit 

c. Selling Joseph into slavery

d. Lying to their father, convincing Jacob that Joseph had been killed by wild animals

E. God was with Joseph

1. Reuben did not want to ‘shed blood’

2. Judah saw a way for them to profit financially

3. The Midianites sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, Pharaoh’s officer, the captain of the bodyguard

a. READ Genesis 39:1-6

b. Potiphar perceived the fact that God was with Joseph

1) He noticed Joseph

2) He accepted Joseph

3) He promoted Joseph

4) He trusted Joseph

4. And just when everything seemed to be going his way, the ultimate litmus test of maturity

I. The Great Temptation – READ Genesis 39:7-20

A. The time of it

1. Joseph’s future was so bright, he had to wear shades!

2. Like lightening out of a clear blue sky, fierce temptation descended upon him

B. The occasion of it

1. The dilemma of good looks

a. Sarah – Genesis 12:14 – her good looks caused all sorts of problems (Abraham lies to Pharaoh and tells him she is his sister)

b. Rebekah – Genesis 26:10 – her good looks caused all sorts of problems (Isaac lies to Abimelech and tells him she is his sister)

c.  Dinah – Genesis 34:1-3 – her good looks caused Shechem to rape her and then Levi and Simeon revenged the deed by killing all the men of that city

d. Joseph – Genesis 39:6 – his good looks caused an unwanted advance on his purity

2. Beauty, therefore, should not be coveted nor worn too proudly – DANGER!

C. The form of it

1. Joseph was subjected to an assault where many men are weakest

2. Joseph, however, proved that this was where he was strongest

3. Joseph was best prepared against Satan, even though Satan thought he would be weak

D. The strength of it

1. This temptation came from the wife of an official who was a powerful man in Egypt

2. This temptation came day after day

3. This temptation came with convenient opportunity – the master being away and the other servants not around very often

4. This temptation came with ‘high risk’ – imagine the adrenaline rush!  The captain of the guard’s wife

5. This temptation came with extraordinary advantages if Joseph would only comply with her desire

II. The impressive victory

A. The manner of Joseph’s refusal

1. Promptly 

a. Without the slightest hesitation

b. Had Joseph hesitated, he might have been lost

2. Firmly

a. There was no wavering or indecision about his reply

b. He did not half-heartedly put something out of his mind that he secretly wanted

c. He made up his mind, finally and intelligently 

3. Bravely

a. Joseph was prepared to accept any consequence of his actions

b. As a slave, he would have to ‘live’ with a woman whom he had scorned

1) Slaves were denied the right to be their own representative in legal matters

2) Slaves were denied the right to protection from illegal seizure

3) Slaves were denied the right to work where they pleased

4) Slaves were denied the right of freedom of movement

c. Joseph now faced the potential of being the most hated slave in the house

B. The reason for Joseph’s refusal

1. Potiphar had entrusted Joseph with everything, except the food Potiphar ate

a. Joseph had been obedient

b. Joseph had been efficient

c. Joseph had been respectful

d. Joseph had been honest

e. Joseph had been faithful

2. Potiphar had held nothing back EXCEPT his wife!

a. Joseph understood God’s concept of marriage – it was sacred

b. By the covenant of this marriage, she belonged to Potiphar, and to him alone

3. “How could I do this great evil, and sin against God?”

a. Joseph recognized sin and avoided it

b. Joseph knew God would not be pleased and therefore took the steps to ‘get out’

III. The consequences of his choice

A. The slander of Potiphar’s wife

1. There is not many things worse than the wrath of a woman scorned

2. Realizing that she cannot tempt this young man, she determines to destroy him

3. By leaving his garment, Joseph had inadvertently supplied this wicked woman with the ammunition to cause immense damage to his reputation and/or person

B. The wrath of Potiphar

1.  Egyptian law at that time called for “1,000 blows” for attempted adultery

a. This punishment would be administered with either a rod or a whip

b. If you survived, you would probably wish you wouldn’t have 

2.    Instead of dealing out the standard punishment, Potiphar must have realized that this just 

couldn’t be true

3.    Just when everything seemed to be going his way, Joseph finds himself unjustly charged

with a crime and imprisoned for it




C. The mercy of his God (READ: Genesis 39:21-23)

1. God went with Joseph to prison

2. Joseph’s character, once again, is noticed by his superior

3. Whatever Joseph did, the Lord made to prosper

Application

A. Maturity comes at different ages for different people

1. When you see maturity, encourage and exhort, whether it is in a 70 year old woman or a 17 year old young man

2. Maturity is a mindset – transcending all age boundaries

B. Follow the example of this teenager’s character

1. Display your love for God – make up your mind to please Him first

2. Display your love for mankind – make up your mind to “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men” (Romans 12:18). 

3. Display your confidence in the blessings of God

a. When things are going great, recognize the source of all blessings

b. When things are going terribly, remember that God is right there with you

c. Years later, the brothers of Joseph still felt guilty about what they had done, and feared for their life

“But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place?  And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive’” (Genesis 50:19,20).

4. Display your self-control

a. There is a direct link between self-control and self-esteem

b. As you control yourself, your image of yourself rises

c. This makes the opposite true – as you indulge yourself, your image of yourself falls

d. God has called us to self-discipline – SEE: Galatians 5:22,23

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law” 

C. Follow the example of this teenager’s work ethic

1. He was obedient

2. He was efficient

3. He was respectful

4. He was honest

5. He was faithful

D. God blessed this teenager and will bless you

1. Obey His commands

2. Remain faithful to His ideals

3. Enjoy God’s blessings, now and forever!
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