Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55
“Happiness” has nothing to do with “blessedness”

   Literally – ‘lucky’;favorable circumstances
Literally - ‘approved by God’

pneu~ma
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       her entire being
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Exalts the Lord



Has had regard for Mary (Lk. 1:28)
Rejoice in God my Savior 


Has done great things (Holy is His name)

(Eliminates the possibility of 

His mercy is upon generation after generation


Mary being worthy of worship)
   toward those who fear Him
(conditional)


All generations will count me blessed 
Mighty deeds w/His arm




His bondslave




Scattered the proud







Brought down rulers







Exalted the humble (~poor in spirit)

Filled the hungry (~hunger and thirst for  righteousness)







Sent the rich away empty-handed







Given help to Israel His servant









So as to remember His mercy







His offspring





AKA:
The Lord







God my Savior







The Mighty One




See also: I Samuel 2:1-10 – Hannah’s song of thanksgiving
Vulgate text: “Magnificat anima mea, Dominum”



Magnify
soul my,  Lord



My soul does magnify the Lord (makes great)

Fulfillment of prophecy

A prophecy until the end of time (until the Lord returns for His own)

Outline (divisions of text)

vv. 46-49 – about Mary – my soul; my spirit; count me blessed; has done great things for me
vv. 50-53 – about others – generation after generation; those who fear Him; proud; rulers;     humble; hungry; rich
vv. 54,55 – about Israel – His servant; our fathers; Abraham; Abraham’s offspring (Gal. 3:16,29)
God has:

Had regard for Mary – Lk. 1:28


Done great things


· Creation
· Communicated with His people

· Provided redemption through His eternal plan

· Defined sin

· Showed the need for a Savior

· Pointed the way toward the coming Messiah

Generation after generation

VI. THE MAGNIFICAT: VS 46-56 

A. This was the happiness of the Magnificat. vs 46-47 (Mary said, "My soul doth magnify the Lord.")

B. These were the reasons for the Magnificat. vs 48-49

1. The Lord had done great things for Mary. v 48

2. The Lord would do great things for other people. v 49, Acts 10:34-35

C. These are the blessings of the Magnificat. vs 50-55

1. The mercy of God would be for all people. v 50, Matt. 11:28-30

2. The power of God will be exercised for all people. vs 51-52, Romans 1:16

3. The spiritual blessings of God will be extended to all people. v 53, Eph. 1:3

4. The promises of God would be kept. vs 54-55, 2 Peter 3:9

46 And Mary said [She speaks in poetic strain. Her song closely resembles that of Hannah--I. Sam. ii. 1-10], My soul doth magnify [Mary's song is called "The Magnificat" from this word] the Lord,   47 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.   48 For he hath looked upon the low estate [this refers to the contrast between her present condition and that of the former glories of David's house, from which she sprang] of his handmaid: For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. [Here ends the first section of her song. In it she speaks of herself, and her adoration toward God for his condescending blessing. Mary was blessed in her motherhood, Abraham in his covenant and promises, Paul in his apostleship, etc., but none of these human beings are to be worshiped because of the blessings which they received. Rather should we bestow the more worship on God, from whom these their blessings flow--Jas. i. 17.]   49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; And holy is his name. [Ex. xx. 7.]   50 And his mercy is unto generations and generations. [that is, it is unceasing--Ex. xx. 6] On them that fear him. [Here ends the second division of her song. In it Mary glorifies God for his power, holiness and mercy.]   51 He hath showed strength with his arm. ["God's efficacy is represented by his finger (Ex. viii. 19); his great power by his hand (Ex. iii. 20); and his omnipotence by his arm--Ex. xv. 16"]; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their heart.   52 He hath put down princes from their thrones, And hath exalted them of low degree. [18]   53 The hungry he hath filled with good things; And the rich he hath sent empty away. [These expressions are hyperboles for the disappointment of the proud, the princely, and the rich, in whose families the Messiah was expected. God has passed these by, and exalted a lowly one. Here ends the third section or verse of the hymn. It speaks of the changes which the Messiah should work as if he had already worked them.]   54 He hath given help to Israel his servant, That he might remember mercy;   55 (As he spake unto our fathers) Toward Abraham [Mic. vii. 20; Gal. iii. 16] and his seed for ever. [The hymn closes with an expression of gratitude to God for his faithfulness in keeping his covenants.]   56 And Mary abode with her about three months [or until John was born],and returned [a favorite word with Luke, used twenty-one times in his Gospel] unto her house.
