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Marriage Defined

“Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh?’  Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate” (Matthew 19:4-6).

Definitions learned from the text:

1. God’s word is THE standard (“Have you not read”)

2. Prospects for marriage: Male and female

3. Marriage occurs when a man leaves his father and mother and cleaves to his wife

4. The two become one flesh

5. God has joined them together

6. Man is not allowed to separate the two of them

“This is the genesis of the home, the commencement of marriage.  I note in passing here that man did not live one day upon the earth apart from marriage and the home.  The home, therefore, is a tremendously important ingredient in the scheme of God” (Wayne Jackson, Divorce & Remarriage, p. 2).  

The ‘necessary implications’ of the text

1. Some will attempt to use ‘other’ standards

2. Personal preferences are illegal

3. This definition is the ‘original’ marriage

4. The husband and wife are permanently linked to each other and to God

5. God considers the ‘first’ marriage the ‘only’ marriage

6. In spite of popularity, separation (divorce) is not an option

7. Marriage is either a scriptural marriage or it is not a scriptural marriage

“Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?” (Matthew 19:7).
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“With the illumination of this sunlight period comes increasing responsibility, so that God’s toleration of many of man’s weaknesses and ignorances are at an end” (Ibid. p. 3).


Proof:  
Matthew 19:8




Acts 14:15,16




Acts 17:30

Far too much preaching and teaching is centered on ‘corrective’ rather than ‘preventative’.  It is my belief that our emphasis from the pulpit and in the Bible classroom be placed where it can do the most good…on ‘preventative’ medicine.

Things We Must Teach Our Children
1. Proper respect for Scripture

a. We must teach our children (and grandchildren) to respect the Bible as God’s word

b. The Bible (all of it) is divinely inspired (literally ‘God breathed’)

1) 2 Timothy 3:16,17

2) I Corinthians 2:13

3) 2 Peter 2:20,21

c. It is not ‘the word of men’ …it is the ‘word of God’ (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

d. We must teach our children to submit to God’s laws, INCLUDING the law of marriage

2. The importance of keeping vows

a. Marriage involves commitment and responsibilities (contrary to everything Hollywood informs us)

b. When our children say ‘I do’ they are doing so in the presence of God, family and friends.

c. Marriage is a lifetime commitment

d. Marriage is a decision that two people make, not a matter of ‘good luck’

3. The true meaning of love

a. Love is more than ‘just a feeling’

b. Love involves a decision to treat your spouse ‘right’ regardless of what your spouse does or does not do.

c. “True love is an unconditional commitment to always act in the best interest of an imperfect person” (Carl Brecheen and Paul Faulkner)

4. Choose the right kind of person to marry

a. Marry a Christian (24/7)

b. Set your goals HIGH – you will be helping each other get to heaven

c. If you date ‘only Christians’ you will marry a Christian

d. Do not fall into the trap that says, “I’ll change him/her”

Things We Must Teach by Example

1. Display a firm commitment to your marriage vows

2. Demonstrate love, kindness, forgiveness, (et. al.)

3. Let your children see you work through your problems

    (Outline from Spiritual Sword, ‘Things We Must Teach Our Children’, by David Sain)
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