Matthew 11:1-30

Confidence



“Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” (11:3).


Common title for the Messiah – “blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord”




Mark 11:9; Luke 13:35; 19:38; Hebrews 10:37; Psalm 118:26

“Go back, and don’t tell John what I am saying; tell him what I am doing.  Don’t tell John what I am claiming; tell him what is happening” (Barclay, p. 3).

Admiration

Rebuke



“Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds” (11:19).

Condemnation

Authority

Compassion

You can take a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink

Practice what you preach

The TEST:  Deeds and results of Christ’s activities
What you hear and see:



Empowered by the Word of God:
1. Blind receive sight (Jn. 9:7)


1.  Blind to truth – eyes opened

2. Lame walk (Mt. 9:6)



2.  Wayward feet - straightened

3. Lepers are cleansed (Mt. 8:3)


3.  Diseased with sin - cleansed

4. Deaf hear (Mk. 7:35)



4.  Deaf to God – begin to listen

5. Dead are raised up (Mt. 9:25)


5.  Dead to sin – raised to newness of life

6. Poor have the gospel preached to him (Mt. 9:8)
6.  Poorest man inherits the riches of God

Description of John

1. Prophet

a. The man with a message from God

b. The man with the courage to deliver that message

c. The man in the confidence of God (Amos 3:7)

d. The prophets were great; their message was precious; but with Jesus there emerged something still greater, and a message still more wonderful

2. Messenger

3. No one greater

4. Elijah

a. Divine herald

b. Divine forerunner 
c. To this day at the Passover Feast, Jews leave an empty chair for Elijah to occupy
d. The last two verses of the OT promise the return of Elijah

5. Neither eating nor drinking

6. Shaken reed?  NO
a. A common sight; ordinary

b. Weak vacillator

7. Clothed in luxurious garments?  NO
a. No flattery from these lips toward kings

b. An ambassador of God, not the courtier of Herod

8. Suffered violence

a. A warning of violence to come

b. A challenge to produce a devotion which would be even stronger than the violence

The powers of evil are being defeated, NOT by irresistible power, BUT by unanswerable love.  We now know the full revelation of God’s love.  Therefore, we are greater than the greatest, John the Baptist.

