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Miraculous Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Introduction

A. “Miracles never cease”

1. The miracle of life

2. The miracle of natural order

B. “Miracles have ceased”

1. The divinity of Christ has long been established

2. The authenticity of the inspired writings have long been established

3. The purpose of ‘miraculous gifts’ has passed (See: Hebrews 2:1-4)

C. Terms Defined

1. “The gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38) available to all Christians of all time

a. Galatians 4:6 – “And because we are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’”
b. Acts 5:32 – “And we are witnesses of these; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him”
c. Literally, a stamp of approval (Ephesians 1:13; 2 Corinthians 1:21,22)

2. “Varieties of gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:4) available only to apostles and those they laid their hands upon

a. “And gathering [the apostles] together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now…but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…’” (Acts 1:4,5,8).  
b. Given by the ‘laying on of the apostles’ hands

1) Acts 6:6 – “seven men of good reputation”
2) Acts 8:17 – “Peter and John began laying their hands on them” 

3) Acts 19:6 – “Paul laid hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them”
I. The source of all gifts – the triune God

A. Varieties of gifts – the same Spirit – the agent

B. Varieties of ministries – the same Lord – the instrument

C. Varieties of effects – the same God – the source

II. The recipients of these miraculous gifts

A. The Spirit distributes “to each one individually just as He wills”
B. Believers (Mark 16:15-18)

C. Believers on whom the apostles laid their hands (Acts 8:14ff; Romans 1:11; 2 Timothy 1:6)

III. The purpose of all these miraculous gifts

A. For the common good

1. Literally ‘to the profiting’ 

2. Benefits the church and the Lord’s program of saving the lost

B. See also: Mark 16:20 – confirmed the word that was spoken in absence of a written revelation

IV. The list of miraculous spiritual gifts (Lenski, p. 499)

A. Involving intellect
1. Word of wisdom

a. Definition: A word from God describing His perspective

b. Illustration: Acts 6:9,10 – Stephen -  “…the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking”
2. Word of knowledge

a. Definition: Information given through inspiration of the Holy Spirit

b. Illustration: Acts 9:20-31 – Saul immediately after his conversion – “…and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God’”. 

B. Involving faith
1. Faith

a. Definition: Trusting God to enable one to perform miracles (mountain into the sea)

b. Illustration: Acts 3:1-10 – Peter healing the lame beggar at the Beautiful Gate – “…what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene – walk!”
2. Healing

a. Definition: Power to heal the sick 

b. Illustration:  Acts 19:11 – Paul at Ephesus – “And God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out” 
3. Miracles

a. Definition: Special powers

b. Illustration: Acts 14-8-10 – Paul healing a lame man, lame since birth – “…a certain man, without strength in his feet, lame from his mother’s womb, who had never walked…’Stand upright on your feet.’  And he leaped up and began to walk”
4. Prophecy

a. Definition: Speaking for God as moved by the Holy Spirit

b. Illustration: Acts 21:10,11 – Agabus “took Paul’s belt, and bound his own feet and hands, and said, ‘This is what the Holy Spirit says: ‘In this way the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles”
5. Distinguishing spirits

a. Definition: Ability to detect false teachers and false signs

b. Illustration: Acts 13:6-12 – Sergius Paulus (Roman name) Elymas (Aramaic name) the false prophet – “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?”
C. Involving tongues
1. Various kinds of tongues (only found in Acts 2, 10, 19)

a. Definition: Ability to speak languages not studied

b. Illustration:  Acts 2:1-12 – Day of Pentecost -  “…because they were each one hearing them speak in his own language”
2. Interpretation of tongues

a. Definition: Ability to translate languages not studied

b. Illustration: 1 Corinthians 14:10,11 – in Corinth – “There are perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind is without meaning.  If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me”
Conclusion

A. The danger of believing that these miraculous gifts still exist today

1. Takes away from the ‘authority of the Scriptures’

2. Attempts to ‘add to’ the complete revelation of the Scriptures (Jude 3)

B. The beauty of believing that these miraculous gifts did exist 

1. The foundation, structure and initial construction of the church was done exactly the way the Holy Spirit wanted it done.

2. It allows us to rest our faith on reliable witnesses and credible evidence

3. This life-changing, religious revolution called ‘Christianity’ is most assuredly from God

C. The church is still being built today

1. When one is taught of God, believes what is taught and responds in obedient faith, submitting to baptism for the remission of sins, the church grows

2. These miraculous gifts had the same purpose as this sermon: to bring you to Christ

3. The Lord’s program of saving the lost has not changed

4. How will you respond to Him today? 
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