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One Foot in Eternity
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10

Endurance

1. Man’s bodily strength fades…a man’s soul keeps growing

“Let me grow lovely growing old”

Life is a climbing up the hill that leads to the presence of God

2. Suffering vs. glory – no comparison

Earth’s suffering will be forgotten in the glory of heaven

3. Fix your eyes on what is ‘unseen’ (See: Hebrews 11:27 – “Moses…endured, as seeing Him who is unseen” and Hebrews 12:2 – “…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith…”).

Contrasts in 4:16-18

Outer………………....Inner


Decaying…………….Renewed

Momentary…………..Eternal
Like a sharp knife that cuts one cord after 


Light…………………Weight
another that holds us to this earth


Affliction…………….Glory


Seen………………….Unseen


Temporal…………….Eternal

Christian Hope Beyond the Grave

Death holds a certain fascination as well as repulsion.  Consider these popular movies:


“Tuck Everlasting”



“Cocoon”



“Indiana Jones: The Last Crusade”


Everyone is interested in ‘life everlasting’.


I’ve heard people say: “I don’t ‘do’ funerals,” meaning they will not attend them.  



They will attend a funeral…
The Christian View of Death

· The certainty of physical resurrection and transformation
· The confidence that death begins a journey in the realm of sight

· The conviction that death places us in the presence of Christ

· The confirmation (‘deposit’) of the Spirit within us, guaranteeing what is to come

Our ‘earthly dwelling of tent’ is being dismantled (bringing to mind the OT tabernacle that could be dismantled and carried along wherever the people of Israel traveled).  

All human beings experience the dismantling of their earthly tent-dwelling.  However, Christians look forward to ‘a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.’

Paul, undoubtedly, would have intimate knowledge of this kind of dwelling 

· Paul, Aquila, and Priscilla were tent-makers (Acts 18:3)
· Paul provided for himself when needed (Acts 20:34)

· Working with our own hands (1 Corinthians 4:12)

· Paul had the right to get his living from the gospel, but chose to offer the gospel without charge (1 Corinthians 9:14ff)
· Paul humbled himself, preaching the gospel without charge (2 Corinthians 11:7)

· Paul did not become a burden to the Corinthian saints (2 Corinthians 12:13)

· Working night and day (1 Thessalonians 2:9)

· Work with your hands (1 Thessalonians 4:11)

· With labor and hardship, working night and day (2 Thessalonians 3:8)

The certain possession of this ‘building’

· Heavenly origin

· Permanent 

· Assembled by God

We groan: literally ‘to sigh out of longing for something or to moan in response to physical suffering, loss or distress.’

“to be clothed with” – to put on over something that is already in place

Our present existence with all its mortal ills will be ‘swallowed up by life’ (literally: ‘to gulp down’ or ‘to consume entirely’).

To Be Sure:

· God has made us for this very purpose

· God has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come    (at conversion, Acts 2:38).

What is taught, explicitly:

1. Resurrection-transformation is the inevitable result of the Spirit’s regenerative and renewing work within Christians

2. Our future life with the Lord will involve some form of material existence (use of the terms: ‘building’, ‘house’, ‘overclothing’)

3. The down-payment of the Spirit ensures continuity between present and future modes of existence

The Expectation of Eternal Life with Christ (5:6-10)


What we believe about the future should affect our lives today

1. Positive attitude

2. Death not an enemy, but a friend

3. Looking forward to being in our ‘hometown’

4. At home with the Lord (implying a dynamic, interpersonal communication)

Lifelong ambition: To please Christ (Biblical examples)
1. Financial support of the church (Philippians 4:8)
2. Offering ourselves as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1)

3. Children obeying your parents (Colossians 3:20)

Divine judgment is a requirement, not an option.  (See ‘caution’: 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

Judgment based on works, “receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad” (5:10).  

For the Christian, death initiates face-to-face fellowship and communication with Christ – ‘a going home’.

The progression

1. The ‘tent’ – temporary dwelling place IS being dismantled

Waiting for the day when God will give a new body

2. The ‘building’ - No reason to despise this life – we possess the Holy Spirit of God – NOW - He is the 1st installment of the life to come

“One foot in time…one foot in eternity” – NOT ‘one foot in the grave’

This world is the reflection of the greater glory to come

3. The ‘judgment’
We are making or marring a destiny (OURS)

We are winning or losing a crown (OURS)
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