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Our Ministry Exceeds in Glory
2 Corinthians 3:7-18

Exodus 34:29-35

· Moses returns to the people the second time with the second set of the Ten Commandments.  

· Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone.

· The people were afraid to come near Moses.

· Moses commanded the people to do everything that the Lord had spoken to him on Mount Sinai.
· When Moses finished speaking to the people he put a veil over his face.

· When Moses spoke with the Lord he would take off the veil until he came out of the tent of meeting.
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Tablets of human hearts – Jer. 31:31f
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Ministry of condemnation



Ministry of righteousness
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Old covenant – obsolete as of 600 B.C.

New covenant



See: Heb. 8:13


The work of the Spirit (the Holy Bible) changes a man from the inside (heart) out.

The old covenant was deadly:
1. It killed life – man could earn nothing but condemnation - Rom. 8:1; Jn. 10:10
“In every justified believer the condemnation has been made to disappear despite its glory; righteousness, which abides for him, remains in all its glory” (Lenski, p. 932). 
2. It killed strength – it could not help a man do what it commanded, diagnosing the disease, but unable to provide the cure – Phil. 4:13
3. It killed hope – producing nothing but hopeless frustration – Col. 1:27
“The law entered in order to fully to reveal sin (Romans 5:20) and thus to lead to the knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20) in true contrition so that faith in the gospel might follow” (Lenski, p. 926).  
The new covenant is:

1. Relationship of love – John 3:16
2. Relationship between a father and His sons – Rom. 8:15,16 – adoption as sons
3. Changes a man’s heart, making him a new man – 2 Cor. 5:17
4. Tells a man what to do, and then provides the power to do it – Mt. 11:28-30
diakoniva -  ministry, serving, service, waiting, attendance, the act of rendering friendly offices, a commission in the service of the gospel, a ministering in the conveyance of a revelation from God
“But it is ever Moses and his ministry that function to this day in the law that was divinely given to be our guardian slave (paidagwgovs) to lead us to Christ (Galatians 3:24,25)” (Lenski, p. 926).
“The supreme function of this [new] ministry was to act as administrator of this testament by paying out to all the heirs according to the testamentary provisions” (Lenski, p. 926).


In His service we find our perfect freedom

kainh~s – new; renovated, better, of higher excellence; new in point of quality
diaqhvkhs - diativqhmi – covenant, a testamentary disposition, will, a covenant of God with men
“This new covenant produces, not just a new relationship between man and God, but a relationship of a totally different kind” (Barclay, p. 211).

“The revelation that came by Moses was true and great, but it was only partial.  The revelation that came in Jesus Christ is full and final and complete” (Barclay, p. 214).  

dovxh/ -  glory, radiance, dazzling luster, a future state of bliss, to invest with dignity, or majesty
We see the glory of Jesus w/o a veil upon our faces.  We become like the people we ‘gaze’ at.  When we ‘fix our eyes on Jesus’, walking after Him, it is the glory of the Christian life that in the end we come to reflect Him.

“God’s judgment is glory; His righteousness and His justice are attributes of His glory” (Lenski, pp. 924, 5).

God intends that the glory of the grammata [letter] of judgment and death shall disappear before another glory that is to abide forever, the glory of grace in Christ, the glory of pardon and life which is conveyed by the New Testament ministers”  (Lenski, p. 925).
“We all share in this superlative glory which outranks that of Moses (Lenski, p. 931).    

“As Moses’ face reflected the glory of God on Sinai, so our face now ever reflects the glory of the Lord” (Lenski, p. 948).  
kavlumma - kaluvptw -  veil, a covering, a blind to spiritual vision; throw a veil of oblivion over

The Jews wore the veil of:

1. Prejudice – searching for what will bolster their opinion

2. Wishful thinking – searching for what they wished was there

3. Fragmentary thinking – taking individual texts out of context

The veil came between them and God by their:
1. Disobedience

2. Unteachable spirit – closed mindedness – “God gave us free will, and, if we insist upon our own way, we cannot learn His (Barclay, p. 216).

Not all Jews pass into hopeless hardness…this turning is an individual matter.

zwopoiei~ - to quicken with the life of salvation; to engender living creatures; make alive, vivify: vivid – full of life, vigorous, lively (See: John 6:63 - “…the Spirit gives life…”).
ejleuqeriva -  liberty; freedom as opposed to slavery; unrestricted; free in the possession of gospel privileges; free from the dominion of sin

“As long as man’s obedience to God is dominated and conditioned by obedience to a book and a code of laws he is in the position of an unwilling servant and slave.  But when it comes from the operation of the Spirit in his heart then the very center of his being has no other desire than to serve and obey God, for then it is not law but love which binds him…Love clothes the humblest and the most menial tasks with glory” (Barclay, pp. 216-7).
“In verse 16 he speaks about Jews turning to the Lord.  What do they leave behind when they thus turn?  Gather the answer from v. 6, etc.: the grammata and gramma that bring death, that kill, that minister condemnation; gather the rest of it from the reading of the covenant and of Moses with a veil: hardened thoughts that are like dead stones and lack everything that Christ brings.  Now we see what turning to the Lord is: it is the most blessed spiritual liberty” (Lenski, p. 946).  

“If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31,32).  
metamorfovw  -  metamorphosis – transformation 

Moses’ face only ‘reflected’ as in a mirror.  Our faces, our very being, are transformed into the very image of Christ.  “This transformation consists in losing conformity to the world, in renewal of the mind to prove what is the good, acceptable, and complete will of God and thus ever follow it” (Lenski, p. 949).   
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