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Out of the Depths
Psalm 130

Introduction

A. Imagine a deep, dark well

B. Imagine falling into this well

C. Imagine your feeling of helplessness

1. Your sense of panic

2. Your immediate, and continues cries for help

3. Your voice beginning to fade

D. There are times, in all of our lives, when we slip and fall into the ‘spiritual depths’

1. In Psalm 130, the psalmist describes this event in striking detail

2. He has analyzed his situation and realizes his desperate need for forgiveness

a. What a great word: ‘forgiveness’

b. Only found three other times in OT

1) Psalm 86:5

2) Nehemiah 9:17

3) Daniel 9:9

c. ‘Forgive’ and ‘forgiven’ occur often in OT

3. God alone can handle the matter of forgiveness

a. The blood of bulls and goats – worthless (Hebrews 10:4)

b. No human remedy available

c. He must rely on God and His mercy

I. Waiting on the Lord (vv. 1-4)
A. I cried to Thee!

1. A personal exclamation to a personal Savior

2. No need for an intervening priest – direct access allowed

3. As he feels himself to be on the verge of being swallowed up, his struggle only pulls him deeper and deeper

4. His only hope is that One will hear him

5. All of us must come to that realization before even the Savior can step in and do His work

B. Out of the depths!
1. “Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night; out of my shameful failure and loss; out of unrest and arrogant pride; out of the fear and dread of the tomb – Jesus I come to Thee” (George C. Stebbins, 1887; p. 529).

2. Not one brief call, but a continuous plea

3. How daring!  The created commanding the Creator

4. When the penitent talks, the Savior listens

C. The sobering question

1. “Who could stand?”

2. When confronted with his ‘iniquities’ and his ‘perverseness’, he confirms the desperate need of forgiveness
a. “Who may stand in Thy sight when once Thou art angry? (Psalm 76:7).

b. “Who can stand before His indignation?” (Nahum 1:6).

c. “The great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand” (Revelation 6:17).  
D. Forgiveness

1. Available to those who rely on God’s power and not their own 

2. The sin of mankind is deep, but God’s forgiveness is deeper

E. Fear

1. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7).

2. This fear is reverent and worshipful

II. Waiting for the Lord

A. Trusting expectation
1. OT examples

a. Levites on duty in the Temple eagerly watching for dawn to offer the morning sacrifice

b. Guards on the city wall waiting for their duty to be over

2. NT examples

a. Simeon – “And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon Him” (Luke 2:25).

b. “And behold, there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; and he was a chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich.  And he was trying to see who Jesus was, and he was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature.  And he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass through that way” (Luke 19:2-4).
3. Waiting requires and implies patience

4. The psalmist is willing and able to endure any sorrow, pain or disappointment, knowing that the Lord will arrive
a. At first, the psalmist almost dreads the thought of coming face to face with the Lord

b. Now, he recognizes the Lord as the great Forgiver, able to crush him, but willing to bring him into the marvelous light
5. In spite of all trouble, irritation, suffering, and lessened physical power, the psalmist realizes the power of the Creator to save
B. Stirring exhortation

1. The psalmist shares the good news

a. “O Israel, hope in the Lord” 

b. “What one Israelite does he wants all Israel to do.  That man has a just right to exhort other who is himself setting the example” (Scroggie, Vol. 3, p. 268).

2. Hope is ‘glad certainty’

3. “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:3-5).
4. Reasons to hope in the Lord

a. Lovingkindness (mercy)

b. Abundant redemption

c. Redemption from ALL iniquities

Conclusion

A. “There is forgiveness with Thee – enough to frighten us!

B. How the lost, needy, dying multitudes need to know this truth

C. God will reach down into the depths and lift the sinful soul out of the control of death and provide:
1. Forgiveness

2. Cleansing

3. Restoration

4. Redemption

D.  Will you not tell it today?
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