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Pictures of Perfection

Philippians 3:8-16

Introduction

A. On page 1003 of the 3rd College Edition of the Webster’s New World dictionary is the word ‘perfection’

1. “A person or thing that is the perfect embodiment of some quality”

2. What picture would you use to illustrate this definition?

a. 1958 Corvette – white on red – convertible

b. A baby – 10 fingers and 10 toes

c. A 225 yard drive, six feet from the hole – double eagle

d. Maybe, some of you flashed to the scene at the cross…the perfect sacrifice for sin…God satisfied with His death…now that’s perfection

B. The Bible uses the word ‘perfection’ several ways

1. Full-grown as opposed to undeveloped – Ephesians 4:13

2. Mature in mind as opposed to a mere beginner/learner  - Hebrews 6:1

3. Without blemish – fit to offer to God  - Leviticus 22:21

C. The Bible also gives us ‘pictures’ of perfection

1. The Son of God hanging on the cross  - Matthew 27:54

2. A river of the water of life  - Revelation 22:1-5

3. The perfect Jew – Paul – Philippians 3:1-6  (READ)

D. As perfect as that ‘picture’ was, Paul explains the true ‘picture of perfection’

1. READ Philippians 3:7-11

2. A picture is worth a thousand words

I. Paul’s priority

A. Whatever things were gain to me, counted as loss

1. Having met the Christ on the road to Damascus, Paul’s priorities changed

2. Former gains no longer ‘glittered’

3. He had found the Pearl of Great Price

B. All things to be loss in view of the value of Christ

1. The power and prestige of Judaism was given up

2. He lost the fellowship and friendship of his Jewish colleagues 

C. Count them as rubbish

1. He left pay for poverty

2. He left security for suffering

3. He left popularity for persecution

D. He would remain the possessor of righteousness in Christ

1. This righteousness comes from one source

2. This righteousness comes from God

3. This righteousness comes from God on the basis of faith

II. Paul’s objective: To know Christ – a close, intimate, personal knowledge

A. Paul’s desire was to know more about Jesus every day he lived

1. Christ’s deity

2. Christ’s humanity

3. Christ’s love

4. Christ’s life here on this earth

B. Paul desired to know the power of His resurrection

1. The resurrection of Christ literally guarantees immorality for all of those found ‘in Christ’

2. The resurrection of Christ guarantees that in life, in death and beyond death, Christ will always be with those ‘in Christ’

3. Death is not the end of life; there is a world beyond

4. Nothing in life or death can separate those ‘in Christ’ from Him

C. Paul desired to know the fellowship of His suffering

1. Participation in suffering for the Savior formed an intense part of Paul’s fellowship with his precious Jesus

a. SEE: 2 Corinthians 11:23-27

b. To suffer for the faith is not a penalty, it is a privilege

c. Those ‘in Christ’ share the work of Christ through suffering

2. Being conformed to His death

a. Dead and buried– Just like Jesus

b. In order to be raised – just like Jesus

III. Paul’s ultimate goal

A. Christ had a specific purpose for Paul when He chose him

1. “Go, for he [Paul] is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:15,16).

2. “But arise, and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; delivering you from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me” (Acts 26:16-18). 

B. Paul wanted to ‘grasp’ and ‘realize’ the purpose for which Christ had ‘grasped’ him

1. Paul did not want to disappoint or fail Jesus

a. Paul realized that salvation is both God and man at work

b. Paul determined to do his part

2. His desire was to fulfill the purpose for which Jesus called him

3. That is the definition of ‘perfection’ – to fulfill the purpose for which you have been called

C. Paul then gives us the ‘how-to’

1. Forget what is in the past and remember only what needs to be done

2. Press-on for the things in front – used of a racer going hard for the tape

3. Paul’s future course is one pressing, persistent priority

4. Paul becomes a ‘forgetter’ and becomes a ‘seeker’

5. Paul presses toward a well outlined and well defined target

Conclusion

A. My priority

1. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it” (Matthew 13:45,46).

2. Because I have met Christ, my priorities have changed

3. Like Paul, nothing is as valuable as my relationship with Him

a. Power

b. Prestige

c. Friends

d. Security

e. Popularity

f. Pay

4.  My priority becomes a pursuit of righteousness based on faith
B. My objective

1. To know Christ

a. The power of His resurrection 

b. The fellowship of His suffering

c. Dying to self and living for Him

2. This knowledge of Christ comes from a close, intimate relationship

a. Reading, meditating, and applying His words to my life

b. “[My] delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law [I] meditate day and night.  [I] will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of living water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not whither; and in whatever [I] do, [I] will prosper” (Psalm 1:2,3). 

C. My ultimate goal

1. To use the remainder of my days finding the purpose for which Christ has placed me on this earth and fulfilling that purpose

a. When I am in this ‘mode’, I can then place my picture beside the word ‘perfection’ and encourage others to follow my example

b. God has done His part in my salvation, it is now up to me to do my part

2. To forget my past and look forward to my future

a. I must not ‘rest on my laurels’

b. I must forget my past failures and successes

c. I must ‘press-on’ to the upward call of God in Christ Jesus

3. Never relax my efforts

4. Never lower my standards

5. Press on to the goal

6. Press on to the end

7. JOIN ME!
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