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Reasonable Boasting
2 Corinthians 10:1-18

Introduction

A. Bold, confident, courageous
B. These words stir up an image 

1. Lions, tigers, bears, oh my!

2. Presidents, Kings, Leaders

3. Peter, James & John

4. Paul

5. Christ

C. These illustrations all have something in common  

1. Bold – ‘showing a readiness to take risks or face danger; daring; fearless; forceful in expression’

2. Confident – ‘assured; certain; sure of oneself’

3. Courageous – ‘brave; the attitude of facing and dealing with anything recognized as dangerous, difficult, or painful, instead of withdrawing from it’
I. Spiritual Weaponry (10:1-6)
A. Confrontation

1. Written as opposed to ‘face-to-face’

2. Avoidance of ‘face-to-face’ confrontation viewed as cowardice by Paul’s critics

3. To resort to the ‘written page’ is to live by the standards of the world – “Walk in the flesh” (10:3)

B. Paul’s method of confrontation

1. “I, Paul, myself urge you…” (10:1) commonly used by someone who has the authority to command but chooses not to

2. “Meekness and gentleness of Christ”
a. Meek – power under control – i.e. a broken horse

1) “The correct mean between being too angry and never being angry at all”

2) This describes the man who is never angry at personal insult or injury, but is capable of righteous anger and rage when others are hurt, injured or insulted

b. Gentleness – ‘sweet reasonableness’ 

1) The Greeks defined this word as ‘that which is just and even better than just’

2) Paul is going to deal with this situation with that Christ-like love which excels even the purest human justice
C. The false charges leveled against Paul

1. Refusing financial support from the churches he worked with (1 Cor. 9:3-18; 2 Cor. 12:13).

2. Not carrying letters of recommendation (2 Cor. 3:1-3).

3. Being unsuccessful in reaching his own people (2 Cor. 3:14-4:4).

4. Being an unimpressive speaker (2 Cor. 10:10,11).

5. Inferior heritage (2 Cor. 11:22).

6. Inferior spirituality (2 Cor. 12:1,12).

7. Inferior knowledge (2 Cor. 11:6)
8. Inferior speaking ability (2 Cor. 10:10).

D. Paul answers 

1. We do live in the flesh – every day world of human existence

a. Limitations

b. Frustrations

c. Trials

d. Tribulations

2. World War II illustration

a. During the latter years of the Great Depression, the American people were faced with mobilizing themselves for a second world war.  They rationed their butter, meat, gasoline and other basic items.  With the money they had left after purchasing the necessities of life, they paid war-time taxes and bought war bonds to provide even more funds for mobilization.  

b. They also sent hundreds of thousands of their finest youth abroad.  It was a massive effort, involving great sacrifices and a tremendous expenditure of resources (Waldrop 1984:42).

3. The weapons Paul fights with have divine power

a. These weapons can accomplish what the world’s weapons cannot

b. They are capable of demolishing ‘strongholds’

4. Ancient War illustration

a. In the ancient world, a prosperous city would build not only a stout wall for its security, but also, somewhere inside the wall, a fortified tower that could be defended by relatively few soldiers if the wall was breached.

b. Once the ‘stronghold’ (tower) was taken, the battle was over

5. The strongholds that Paul’s weapons lay siege to are arguments and every pretension
a. Reasoning’s that take shape in the mind and then are worked out in life as action

b. Human ‘pretensions’ or ‘arrogances’

6. We live in a time when the mind is de-emphasized and the needs of the individual is elevated – we are known as the ‘me generation’

a. Paul, by contrast, affirms that the mind matters

b. He focuses all his efforts on ‘taking every thought captive and making it obey Christ’

c. For this to happen, Christ must reign supreme in our minds
II. Proper Use of Authority (10:7-11)

A. Looks are deceiving – Paul’s opponents

1. Impeccable heritage

2. First-rate letters of reference

3. Extraordinary/visionary experiences

4. Skillful speakers

5. Exhibited sophistication

6. ‘Take-charge’ impression
B. God looks at the heart (see: 1 Samuel 16:6,7)

1. They used these ‘credentials’ to determine if a person belonged to Christ

2. Hastily drawn conclusions based on externals have led some to question whether Paul is in fact Christ’s representative

3. Paul’s authority exceeds his opponents – commissioned by Christ Himself on the road to Damascus

C. Just the facts

1. Paul builds, his opponents tear down

2. He establishes, they undermine and subvert the faith of his converts

3. Similar to Jeremiah 1:10 – God called Jeremiah to “uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant”
4. Paul writes ‘strongly worded and powerful letters’ (Jerusalem Bible)

5. Paul writes to secure their obedience  

III. Reasonable Boasting (10:12-18)

A. Paul’s opponents lack basic intelligence
1. It is easy to look intelligent when you use only yourself as the measuring stick

2. Self-admiration 

3. Paul does not dare to use this type of maneuvering  

B. Paul’s opponents are guilty of ‘breach of contract’

1. Paul worked within clearly defined boundaries; his opponents did not

2. Paul uses a ‘divine yardstick’

3. Paul’s opponents have gone beyond the God-given standard

a. Paul was to preach to the Gentiles

b. Peter, James and John were to go to the Jews

c. These ‘Jewish missionaries’ (Paul’s opponents) had broken the ‘contract’ by going into Paul’s sphere of ministry

C. Paul’s opponents boast of work done by others

1. ‘Work’ denotes labor that is physically exhausting

2. They claimed spiritual jurisdiction

3. They challenged Paul’s right to offer spiritual direction

D. Reasonable boasting

1. Paul wants to expand his area of activity among his converts

2. In order to do this, Paul expects his converts to be evangelistic

3. Growth in knowledge is a necessary prerequisite to evangelistic outreach

4. Paul also wanted to move on beyond the saints at Corinth

5. Boast in the Lord!

Conclusion


A.  
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