Rescued!

Romans 8:1-13

Introduction

A. I am amazed when I read about ‘daring rescues’

1. “Eastchester Road fireman rescues 3 from Edenwald fire” (3-15-2001)

2. “Air Force helicopter pilots make daring rescue” (8-30-1999)

3. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him” (Romans 5:8,9).

B. Those of us who have obeyed the Lord and been immersed for the forgiveness of sins have been RESCUED!

1. This is the most daring rescue ever recorded

2. Jesus did this for us in order to save us from the wrath of God

C. God’s wrath is being stored up for those who have not obeyed

“But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds” (Romans 2:5,6).

D. The book of Romans gives us insight into this ‘daring rescue’

1. Paul opens the letter with a blanket condemnation of the Gentile (those who violate their God-given conscience)

2. Paul continues with a blanket condemnation for the Jew who had violated their God-given law

3. Therefore, “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

4. We are all in desperate need of justification – and Paul uses Abraham as a ‘test case’

5. Peace with God (justification) comes through faith in Christ and grace

6. Die to sin and choose Christ as your Master

7. Conflicts are sure to arise

8. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).

I. Those who are in Christ

A. The description of those in Christ

1. No condemnation (8:1)

a. There is no ground for condemnation

b. The provisions of the gospel are so complete that there remains no reason for accusation

c. To be sure, those in Christ will probably sin, and they need to repent of that sin in order to be free from accusation and condemnation

2. Free from the law of sin and death (8:2)

a. Once sin is committed, it leads to death

b. “The wages of sin is death” – we have earned these wages and deserve death

c. Those in Christ are free from this terrible law

3. Walks according to the Spirit (8:4)

a. Conditional justification – there is something we must DO!

b. We must continue to walk “according to the Spirit”

4. Minds the things of the Spirit (8:5)

a. “…But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does he prospers” (Psalm 1:2,3).

b. To be and do these things is the strongest wish of the enlightened and sanctified soul

c. An entire ‘mindset’ leading to life and peace

5. The Spirit of God dwells in him (8:9,10)

a. The promise was given during the first sermon on the day of Pentecost

“Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

b. This great gift is described “to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man”

c. Therefore, you are ‘in the spirit’, are under the control of your own spirit, provided the Holy Spirit dwells in you to aid you. In order to receive the Holy Spirit, you must “repent and be baptized”

6. The Spirit is life because of righteousness (8:10)

a. Not only alive now, but forever more

b. Justification releases us from both our own sins and their consequent sentence of death

7. Mortal bodies will be given life through the Spirit (8:11)

a. The body that enters the grave will exit the grave and be literally restored on the great and glorious day

b. This is exactly what happened to the body of Christ

c. No greater hope is known to the Christian – to those who have been rescued from sin, death and hell

B. The meaning of these blessings

1. The old controlling passions of the flesh are no longer master of our lives

2. We are the very dwelling place of God

3. Our mind is changed 

4. Our actions change

II. Those who are out of Christ

A. The description of those outside of Christ

1. Walks according to the flesh (8:4)

a. Carried away by its tendency to sin

b. Unacceptable to God

2. Minds the things of the flesh (8:5)

a. Evil desires which lead to sin

b. This prevents their justification

3. Has the mindset of the flesh

a. Death – there is no alternative (8:6)

b. Enmity against God – literally a course of action (8:7)

c. Not subject to the law of God and cannot be – the evil inclination must cease in order to attend to the law of God (8:7)

4. He cannot please God (8:8)

B. The meaning of these curses

1. Interested only in the flesh

2. Lives only to satisfy the lust of the flesh

3. Rebellious against God and does not want to obey Him

4. Has no way to please God

III. Those who are victorious over sin

A. The victory is possible

1. God sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh (8:3)

a. Jesus had a human body, just like ours

b. Jesus had the option to sin, but refused the offer

2. Based on His refusal of sin, we can ‘fulfill’ the law (8:4)

a. The law was “holy and righteous and good” (Romans 7:12)

b. By choosing righteousness, we carry out the purpose of the law

c. The law proposed and looked for justification, but never realized it

d. This justification which is now, in Christ, accomplished in us

B. Christ condemned sin (8:3)

1. By living the sinless life, Christ displayed His dominance over sin

2. Sin no longer has the power to condemn, for those who are in Christ

C. Proof that sin has been conquered

1. The “Spirit of God dwells in you” (8:9)

2. Sin no longer needs to be our master

Conclusion

A. We have been rescued!

1. A daring rescue has been performed

2. Christ died for us while we were still sinners

B. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus

C. Choose your master

1. Sin leading to death

2. Christ leading to life

D. We are under obligation (8:12-13)

1. See 8:2 – “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”

2. The choice comes down to two options

a. “If you are living according to the flesh, you must die”

b. “If by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will life”

