Resurrection

The Keystone of Our Faith

Introduction

A. Arch – the most beautiful, architectural support

1. At the ‘apex’ of the arch, is a ‘keystone’

2. The arch is constructed with scaffolding and the final stone is placed to ‘hold it all together’

B. Keystone State: Pennsylvania 

1. Held the 13 colonies together

2. Benjamin Franklin

3. Liberty Bell

C. Christianity

1. Our keystone is the resurrection

2. See: 1 Corinthians 15:14-20

3. What does it mean to us?

I. As it relates to Christ

A. Absolute humanity

1. John 1:14 – He became flesh

2. Romans 5:15 – the one Man

3. Acts 17:31 – judged through a Man

4. Hebrews 4:14,15 – just as we are, yet w/o sin

B. Absolute divinity

1. Romans 1:4 – declared the Son of God through the power of the resurrection

2. Hebrews 1:3-5 – exact representation of His nature/Thou are My Son, today I have begotten Thee

C. Absolute sovereignty – KING

1. Romans 14:9 – Lord of both the living and dead

2. Philippians 2:5-11 – Every knee will bow

II. As it relates to us

A. Absolute certainty of our justification

1. Romans 4:22-25 – raised because of our justification

2. Romans 5:18 – one act of righteousness – resurrection resulted in justification

B. Absolute certainty of regeneration

1. You MUST be born again! – John 3

2. 1 Peter 1:3-5 – God caused us to be born again through the resurrection of the dead

3. Titus 3:5-7 – according to His mercy

C. Absolute certainty of our resurrection

1. Romans 6:5 – IF we are united in the likeness of His death we WILL be also in the likeness of His resurrection

2. Romans 6:8 – IF we died with Christ we WILL live with Him

3. Romans 8:11 – IF the Spirit dwell in you, He WILL give life to your mortal bodies

Conclusion

A. The keystone of our faith is the resurrection
B. Christ IS

1. Man

2. Divine

3. King

C. IF we are buried with Him in baptism, we WILL be:

1. Justified

2. Reborn

3. Resurrected!!





Basic outline from: http://geocities.com/jgillmartin

