The Royal Law
James 2:8

Introduction

A. As a general rule, we all crave ‘belonging’
1. Work

2. School spirit

3. Family

4. Sports fans

B. Imagine ‘belonging’ to Joseph and Mary’s earthly family

1. The first born : The Son of God

2. The rest of the family

a. “Is not this the carpenter’s son?  Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  And His sisters, are they not all with us?” (Matthew 13:55).

b. Imagine growing up with an older brother who NEVER did anything wrong!

c. No wonder the apostle John would write, “For not even His brothers were believing in Him” (John 7:5).

3. Just a few years later (possibly as little as 15 years), James would write a letter that was part of the work of the Holy Spirit.

C. The purpose of the letter of James
1. Practical Christianity is ‘action’

2. The word ‘doing’ is a key word in this short epistle

3. James discusses proper Christian conduct

4. As a member of the family of God, our main focus is ‘doing’ the will of God:  “But the one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does” (James 1:25).  

D. I firmly believe that if we, as members of the family of God, are actively involved in practical Christianity, we will attract many who earnestly desire to belong.

E. James is the only writer in the NT that calls ‘love your neighbor’ the ROYAL LAW.
I. The essentials of the ‘Royal Law’

A. What?  Love

1. Love defined: Seeking the best interest of another

2. Following the example of our Lord, Jesus Christ

B. Who?  Your neighbor (See: Luke 10:29-37)

1. Jesus was asked, ‘Who is my neighbor?’
2. Jesus answered with the parable of the Good Samaritan

3. Quoted from Leviticus 19:18

4. The Hebrew word for neighbor is the same word for ‘friend’

C. How?  As yourself – the standard or degree of this love
1. In explaining the complexity of marriage, Paul wrote, “…for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church…” (Ephesians 5:29).

2. AKA: The golden rule: “Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12).  
II. The ‘Royal Law’
A. How is it the ‘Royal Law’?

1. Because it is part of the summary of the entire Law (Matthew 22:34-40).

2. Because it originates from the King of kings (a footnote in the NASV says, “the law of our King”)

3. Because it is the law that governs and defines the scope of al other laws

B. How is it a ‘law’?

1. It demands ‘doing’ the word (James 1:22,25)

2. It forbids partiality (James 2:9)

3. It requires believers to demonstrate their faith by works (James 2:14-26)

4. It brings a harder judgment for teachers (James 3:1)

5. It pronounces condemnation for those who disobey the truth (James 5:13-19)

III. “So speak and so act”
A. Bridle the tongue (James 1:26)


  Practice what 
B. Visit orphans and widows (James 1:27)

  you preach…
C. Keep oneself unstained by the world (James 1:27)
  The faithful Christian
D. Keep the Royal Law (James 2:8)


  will ‘do’ these things
E. Motivated by the Judgment
1. Judged by the law of liberty

2. Mercy triumphs over judgment

a. In order to have a confident posture in judgment, we must extend mercy (to the rich and poor alike)

b. Mercy is NOT the grounds for one’s acquittal

c. One MUST obey the gospel and ‘belong’ to the family of God

d. Perhaps you are living under the delusion that you will escape judgment – “Judgment will be merciless” to those outside of Christ

Conclusion


A. All spiritual blessings are found in Christ (Ephesians 1:3)

B. No condemnation for those in Christ (Romans 8:1)

C. We want you to ‘belong’ to the family of God

1. God wants you as part of His family

2. “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
