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Seeing & Hearing
The apostles could secure credence for their wondrous tale only by being able to preface it with the declaration: “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you” (1 John 1:3).  

"But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. "For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it” (Matt. 13:16,17).  
Yet certain generations of Israel had seen very remarkable things: one had seen the wonders of the Exodus, and the sublimities connected with the lawgiving at Sinai; another, the miracles wrought by Elijah and Elisha; and successive generations had been privileged to listen to the not less wonderful oracles of God, spoken by David, Solomon, Isaiah, and the rest of the prophets. But the things witnessed by the twelve eclipsed the wonders of all bygone ages; for a greater than Moses, or Elijah, or David, or Solomon, or Isaiah, was here, and the promise to Nathanael was being fulfilled. Heaven had been opened, and the angels of God-the spirits of wisdom, and power, and love-were ascending and descending on the Son of man.

What the people of God were privileged to see:

1. The plagues sent upon Egypt

2. The law given at Mount Sinai
3. The miracles performed by Elijah and Elisha
What the people of God were privileged to hear:

1. The oracles of God spoken by David, Solomon, Isaiah

2. The law being read by Ezra

What the disciples of Jesus were privileged to see and hear:

1. Heaven had been opened, and angels of God were ascending and descending on the Son of man

2. The spirits of wisdom, power and love were evident in the Christ

In the great discourse delivered on the mountain-top, the qualifications for citizenship in the kingdom of heaven were set forth, first positively, and then comparatively. The positive truth was summed up in seven golden sentences called the Beatitudes, in which the felicity of the kingdom was represented as altogether independent of the outward conditions with which worldly happiness is associated. The blessed, according to the preacher, were the poor, the hungry, the mournful, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peaceable, the sufferers for righteousness’ sake. Such were blessed themselves, and a source of blessing to the human race: the salt of the earth, the light of the world raised above others in spirit and character, to draw them upwards, and lead them to glorify God.

Sermon on the Mount Summary (Matthew 5-7)

Positive Truth -The Blessed were:

1. The poor

2. The hungry

3. The mournful

4. The meek

5. The merciful

6. The pure in heart

7. The peaceable

8. The sufferers for righteousness' sake

Next, with more detail, Jesus exhibited the righteousness of the kingdom, and of its true citizens, in contrast to that which prevailed. “Except your righteousness,” He went on to say with solemn emphasis, “shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven;” and then He illustrated and enforced the general proposition by a detailed description of the counterfeit in its moral and religious aspects: in its mode of interpreting the moral law, and its manner of performing the duties of piety, such as prayer, alms, and fasting. In the one aspect He characterized pharisaic righteousness as superficial and technical; in the other as ostentatious, self-complacent, and censorious. In contrast thereto, He described the ethics of the kingdom as a pure stream of life, having charity for its fountainhead; a morality of the heart, not merely of outward conduct; a morality also broad and catholic, overleaping all arbitrary barriers erected by legal pedantry and natural selfishness. The religion of the kingdom He set forth as humble, retiring, devoted in singleness of heart to God and things supernal; having faith in God as a benignant gracious Father for its root, and contentment, cheerfulness, and freedom from secular cares for its fruits; and, finally, as reserved in its bearing towards the profane, yet averse to severity in judging, yea, to judging at all, leaving men to be judged by God.

The righteousness of the kingdom's true citizens

1. Righteousness must surpass that of the Pharisees


a.  Interpreting the moral law


b.  Duties performed: piety, prayer, and alms

2.   Pharisees described


a.  Superficial & technical


b.  Ostentatious, self-complacent, censorious

3.  Citizens of heaven described


a.  Morality of heart


b.  Humble, content, cheerful, reserved

A special group of eight parables which appear to have been spoken about the same period, and to have been designed to serve one object, viz. to exhibit in simple pictures the outstanding features of the kingdom of heaven in its nature and progress, and in its relations to diverse classes of men. One of these, the parable of the sower, apparently the first spoken, shows the different reception given to the word of the kingdom by various classes of hearers, and the varied issues in their life. Two-the parables of the tares and of the net cast into the sea-describe the mixture of good and evil that should exist in the kingdom till the end, when the grand final separation would take place. Another pair of short parables-those of the treasure hid in a field and of the precious pearl-set forth the incomparable importance of the kingdom, and of citizenship therein. Other two-the grain of mustard seed, and the leaven hid in three measures of meal-explain how the kingdom advances from small beginnings to a great ending. An eighth parable, found in Mark’s Gospel only, teaches that growth in the divine kingdom proceeds by stages, analogous to the blade, the ear, and the full corn in the ear, in the growth of grain.

The Parables

1.  The sower: the different reception given the word by various listeners

2. The tares and the net cast into the sea: the mixture of good and evil that exist in the kingdom, but will be finally separated

3. The treasure hid in a field and the precious pearl: the incomparable importance of the kingdom

4. The grain of mustard seed and the leaven hidden in measures of meal: from small beginnings to a great ending

5. The blade, the ear, the full corn: growth proceeds by stages

Earthly things had always been fit to emblem forth heavenly things; but, till the great Teacher appeared, no one had ever thought of linking them together, so that the one should become a mirror of the other, revealing the deep things of God to the common eye: even as no one before Isaac Newton had thought of connecting the fall of an apple with the revolution of the heavenly bodies, though apples had fallen to the ground from the creation of the world.

1. Earthly story with a heavenly meaning

2. Revealing the mind of God to the common eye

They were eye-witnesses of the events which Jesus bade the messengers of John report to their master in prison as unquestionable evidence that He was the Christ who should come. In their presence, as spectators, blind men received their sight, lame men walked, lepers were cleansed, the deaf recovered hearing, dead persons were raised to life again.

“Go and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.  And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me” (Matthew 11:4-6).

Eyewitnesses to these events:

1. John 9:7  -  healing the man born blind

2. Matthew 9:6  -  healing the paralytic

3. Matthew 8:3  -  cleanses a leper

4. Mark 7:35  -  healing one who was deaf and had a speech impediment

5. Matthew 9:25  -  raising the dead synagogue ruler’s daughter

6. Matthew 9:8  -  the response:  “But when the multitudes saw this, they were filled with awe, and glorified God, who had given such authority to men” (Matthew 9:8).  

These were just a sample of all the wonderful events that were seen by the apostles.  Consider:

“And when evening had come, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were demon-possessed.  And the whole city had gathered at the door.  And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they know who He was” (Mark 1:32-35).

“…for He had healed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions pressed about Him in order to touch Him” (Mark 3:10).

Response:

1. Some attributed His power to Satan (i.e. ‘blasphemy of the Holy Spirit’)

2. His relatives explained that, “He has lost His senses” (Mark 3:21).

3. Those who were healed “marveled and glorified God” (Matthew 9:8).

The devout Matthew, according to his custom, saw in these wondrous works OT Scripture fulfilled; and the passage whose fulfillment he found therein was that touching oracle of Isaiah, “He himself took our infirmities, and carried [removed] away our diseases” (Matthew 8:17).  

Matthew saw the compassion, love, and tender mercy of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Since Christ cared so much for the physical problems of mankind, how much more does He care for the spiritual problems of mankind.  

Application

· Reliable witnesses recounting what was seen and heard

· We base our faith on what they witnessed

· Our ‘stumbling block’ today is that of disbelief in the miraculous

· God is merciful and displayed that while He walked on earth as man

· Mercy is God-like – ‘go, thou, and do likewise’

· “Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  how unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!” (Romans 11:33).  

Source Material: The Training of the Twelve, A.B. Bruce, 1894, pp. 41-51.
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