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Introduction

A.  Elementary school children answer the following questions concerning their 
mothers:

1. Why did God make mothers?

a. She’s the only one who knows where the scotch tape is.

b. Mostly to clean houses

c. To help us out of there when we were getting born

2. How did God make mothers?

a. He used dirt, just like for the rest of us

b. Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirring

c. God made my mom just the same like he made me.  He just used bigger parts

3. Why did God give you your mother and not some other mom?

a. We’re related

b. God knew she likes me a lot more than other people’s moms like me

4. What kind of little girl was your mom?

a. My mom has always been my mom and none of that other stuff

b. I don’t know because I wasn’t there, but my guess would be pretty bossy

5. If you could change one thing about your mom, what would it be?

a. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean.  I’d get rid of that.

b. I’d make my mom smarter.  Then she would know it was my sister who did it and not me.

B.  The influence of a good mother

1. “All that I am, or can be, I owe to my angel mother” (Abraham Lincoln).

2. “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world” (John Gray).

3. “Let France have good mothers, and she will have good sons” (Napoleon).

4. “An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy” (Spanish proverb).

C. In the genealogy of Jesus, Matthew mentions 5 mothers

1. Tamar (1:3)

2. Rahab (1:5)

3. Ruth (1:5)

4. Mary (1:16)

5. Bathsheba (not by name, but by an event) (1:6)

D. Bathsheba

1. Her most famous son was Solomon (2 Samuel 12:24,25)

2. She had four other sons 

a. The child born as a consequence of the sin with David               (2 Samuel 11:27)

b. Shimea (1 Chronicles 3:5)

c. Shobab

d. Nathan

I. The wisdom of Solomon

A.  1 Kings 3:3

1. Solomon loved the Lord

2. He walked in the statutes of his father David

B.  1 Kings 3:6-9

1. He approached the Lord with humility

2. He recognized his weaknesses and sought the correct kind of help

C. 1 Kings 4:29,30,32

1. God gave Solomon

a. Wisdom

b. Great discernment

c. Breadth of mind like the sand on the seashore

2. His wisdom SURPASSED all the sons of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt

3. He spoke 3,000 proverbs and wrote 1,005 songs

4. What mother wouldn’t be proud of that

II.  The proverbs referring to his mother


A.  Proverbs 1:8,9

1. In the first chapter of his ‘3,000’ proverbs, Solomon refers to his mother

2. The instructions from his parents

a. Mother will always, to the best of her ability, give the best rules

b. Mother will always prescribe the best laws for her children’s good

c. Mother should be held in equal reverence and obedience as father

d. Note:  NT rule – “Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:1-3).  

B. Proverbs 10:1

1. “A wise son makes a father glad…”
a.  Undoubtedly, Solomon made his father David glad
b.  Undoubtedly, Solomon made his mother Bathsheba glad

2. “A foolish son is a grief to his mother.”

a. Not only their natural capacities…what they excel at and enjoy

b. But also, their moral capacities

1) Virtuous or vicious

2) Good or wicked

3. Therefore, parents should be concerned 

a. Their behavior depends on the natural concern of a mother

b. Children should be aware of the grief that is possible when their conduct is poor 

Conclusion

A. Consider the motherhood of Bathsheba

1. Imagine being the mother of who we consider to be the wisest man on earth

2. Imagine the joy that brought into the life of Bathsheba

3. Imagine the influence she had on his young life and how he carried that with him throughout his life

B.  Now remember your own mother

1. She is your mother…are you ‘wise’ or ‘foolish’

2. What will bring the greatest joy into her life?

3. What influence has she had over you and how have you carried that into your life?

C.  Contrast wisdom and foolishness

1. Wisdom – seeing things from God’s perspective

2. Foolishness – not able to see or not willing to see things from God’s perspective

3. You choose…today…to bring honor to your mother or shame

4. You choose…today…to bring honor to your self or shame

5. You choose…today…to bring honor to Christ or shame

6. Make your mother proud….become and Christian and remain a Christian
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