Take This for What Ails You

-or-

Jesus Calls Matthew
Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 5:27-32

Introduction

A. Doctor visits

1. When was the last time you visited the doctor?

2. Why did you visit the doctor?

3. Did you tell him/her how well you were feeling?

4. Imagine the barrage of complaints that your doctor must listen to in any given day…no wonder he charges $150/visit

B. Doctors that make house calls

1. Unheard of in my generation and those after me

2. Movies/shows that depict the turn of the last century – common occurrence

a. “Run, get the doctor!”

b. The doctor always went into the room where the sick person was ‘laid out’ 

c. He was always ‘somber’, and gave instructions methodically

C. What if:

1. We could ‘fetch the doctor’ for what ails us?

2. We could rely on a remedy, straight from the doctor’s mouth?

3. We decided to ignore the doctor?

4. We did what the doctor ordered?

D. Open your Bibles to Matthew 9:9-13

1. Matthew’s method

2. My challenge

I. Matthew’s Method

A. Identity

1. Tax-gatherer

2. Sinner

a. These terms were synonymous

b. The world cried, “No way!  Not him!  He is against us!”

c. Jesus looked at the heart

3. A very profitable but disgraceful profession

a. Considered outcasts and traitors because they assisted Rome in collecting taxes

b. Reckless and worldly

c. “Living large”

4. Jesus saw through the rough exterior and saw something good

5. The love He had drew these ‘rough’ men toward Him

a. Just as the animosity toward the hypocritical Pharisees pushed them away

b. What a beautiful picture…Jesus approaching ‘sinners’ on their own turf in order to win them back

B. Upon ‘conversion’ – Matthew invites others

1. The great love that Jesus showed was matched by the great sacrifice of Matthew

2. He broke with the ‘familiar crowd’

3. But before he left, he introduced them to Jesus

a. Many times we cringe when change is demanded

b. Often we’re afraid of the embarrassment

4. Did Matthew make a ‘speech’?  If so, what a speech!

5. Did Jesus take the opportunity to ‘preach’?  If so, what a sermon!

6. Matthew left all and followed Him – the crowning achievement

a. Matthew met a great love with a great love

b. Leaving behind wealth, luxury and worldliness

C. What Matthew gained

1. Behind all the love and sacrifice was the great ‘physician’

2. Matthew’s break with his past was definite and final

3. He became the author of the first Gospel – one of the most important documents of all history!

D. Matthew’s scandal

1. Picture the Pharisees walking back and forth in front of the house voicing their sneering criticism

2. As the Pharisees observed the ‘guest list’, they cornered the disciples of Jesus and asked, “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax-gatherers and sinners?”
3. Jesus, ever-ready with conclusive answers, justifies His presence with “tax-gatherers and sinners”
a. The professional argument: “I am a doctor and they need healing”

b. The political argument:  “It is good policy to befriend sinners; for when they are forgiven much, they will love much”

c. The natural instinct argument: “I eat with sinners in order to save them, just as a shepherd goes after lost sheep

(A.B. Bruce, The Training of the Twelve, p. 27)

4. The charge that Jesus associated with sinners was His glory, not His shame

a. Judging by motive – this reveals Jesus as Lord and Savior

b. Judging by results – this reveals Jesus as Lord and Savior

II. My challenge

A. Read the first nine chapters of Matthew today

1. That may be your first introduction to the Master

2. It may be a reminder

B. Recognize yourself as either

1. A tax-gatherer (an outcast/traitor; See: Romans 5:6-8)

2. A sinner (Luke 18:9-14)

C. Be careful when you begin to consider yourself as ‘righteous’

D.  Go and learn what this means: “I desire compassion, and not sacrifice”
