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The Messiah
Psalm 2

Introduction

A. All in favor, say ‘Aye’
B. All opposed, say, ‘Nay’

I. Enemies of the Messiah (2:1-3)
A. The powerful resistance given to the Messiah and His kingdom

1. One would expect that so great a blessing to this world would be universally welcomed and embraced

2. The opposite proved true

a. “He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him” (John 1:11).

b. Philosophers, heads of State, governmental powers all opposed the doctrine of Christ
c. After the kingdom was established, Paul would write, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).

d. Obviously, the conflict was instigated by the “prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2).

B. The description of these ‘resistors’

1. “Nations”

2. “Peoples”


Sometimes these have separate interests
3. “Kings of the earth”
Here they unite against the Christ
4. “Rulers”
5. Notice how formidable, numerous and potent the enemies of the church are

C. The description of who they resist

1. The Lord

2. The Lord’s anointed – authorized and qualified to be the church’s head and king
3. “They have hated both Me and My Father” (John 15:24).
D. The opposition described

1. Spiteful and malicious – “uproar”

2. Deliberate – “devising”
3. Firm & stubborn – “take their stand”

4. Mutual & allied – “take counsel together”

E. The object of their opposition – “fetters and cords”
1. This stands for the restraints of government
2. “We do not want this man to reign over us!” (Luke 19:14).

F. The question still rings down through the ages… WHY??!

1. No good reason to oppose a just, holy, and gracious government
2. No way they will win – “a vain thing”
II. Triumphs of the Messiah

A. God “sits in the heavens”

1. Easily ridiculed – “laughs …  scoffs”
a. Sinners’ foolishness are the just sport of God’s infinite wisdom

b. In our eyes, these oppositions seem formidable – to God they are despicable
2. Justly punished – “He will speak” – for God to speak is for God to act (“…and God said, ‘Let there be light’”)
a. God is angry and furious

b. Those who oppose Him are opposed to the remedy 
c. As a ‘word’ from God made us, so a ‘word’ from God can unmake us
3. Certainly defeated – “I have installed My King upon Zion”

a. Jesus Christ is a King

b. God is pleased to call Him “His King”
c. Christ’s commission was received from the Father

d. Christ’s position is ‘fixed’

e. Christ’s throne is set up in His church – right here, right now!

B. “The decree of the Lord”
1. The kingdom of the Lord, His church, is founded upon an eternal decree of God the Father

a. It was NOT a sudden determination

b. It was NOT a trial of an experiment

c. It WAS divine will which cannot be altered

d. See: John 6:40; 10:18; 14:31

2. A declaration of that decree

a. Those that subject themselves will be saved from His wrath

b. Those that do not subject themselves are without excuse

3. The two-fold title for Christ

a. A title by inheritance – He is the Son of God, not by adoption, but His ‘begotten Son”.

b. A title by agreement

1) The Son must ‘ask’

2) The Father will ‘give’

4. The promise given

a. Universal kingdom – “the very ends of the earth”

b. It will be victorious – “You will break them with a rod of iron”
“We give you glory, O Christ, as the Eternal Son of God and our rightful Lord.  We take comfort from this promise, that the kingdom of Christ will be enlarged and will triumph over all opposition.”
III. Our duty
A. Reverence God and stand in awe of Him

1. God is great, infinitely above us, just and holy

2. Our sin has provoked Him

3. We must serve God in all rules of worship

4. We must rejoice with trembling

B. Welcome Jesus Christ and submit to Him

1. Kiss the Son (Not the kiss of a betrayal but of a believer)

a. Kiss of agreement – kiss and be friends (Jacob & Esau)

b. Kiss of adoration and religious worship

c. Kiss of affection and sincere love (as a woman who kissed His feet – Luke 7:38)

d. Kiss of allegiance and loyalty – “take My yoke upon you” (Matthew 11:28).
C. Reasons – WWIFM

1. The certain ruin if we refuse and reject the Christ

a. This only provokes an all-powerful God

b. You will miss the way to God

2. The blessing that is certain if we yield and accept the Christ

Conclusion

A. In spite of what we see and hear, the Lord rules

B. God is all-powerful and it is in our best interest not to provoke Him

C. Our only hope, our only salvation is found in the “only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

D. All in favor… say ‘Aye’ and come to the Lord today! 
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