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The Ministry of Reconciliation

2 Corinthians 5:14-6:2

Introduction

A. Rejected love:  Her father and mother disowned her.  When Elizabeth Barrett married the famous poet Robert Browning, her parents were so upset they disowned her.  She and her husband settled far from home in Florence, Italy.  Elizabeth loved her mother and father and did everything she could to be reconciled with them.  Several times a month she wrote expressive, loving letters.  After ten years without any response, finally a package came from her parents.  It was a happy moment for Elizabeth as she opened it.  But inside she found all of the letters she had sent – unopened.  Like her husband, Elizabeth was a poet and her letters of reconciliation were eloquent.  They have been called some of the most beautiful and expressive in all English literature.  But her parents never read them.

B. Reconciliation defined

1. Literally transforming enemies into friends

2. Humanity being brought into a state of friendship with God

C. Jesus Christ went to extreme measures in a reconciliation attempt

1. “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power” (Hebrews 1:3). 

2. “Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:13,14).

3. “Concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 1:3,4).

4. “Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18).

D. READ: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21

1. The ‘subject’ of the action of reconciliation = God Himself

2. The ‘object’ of the action of reconciliation = all of us human beings

I. The change in us

A. The controlling influence of the change that we see in ourselves is based on the love of Christ

1. Christ died for all

2. Therefore, all have died

a. God demanded death for sin

b. God was satisfied with the death of His Son – the perfect sacrifice

B. Our lives change when we begin to live for Him who died and rose again

1. A new creature – denoting the individual creature or what is created

2. The old things have passed away 

3. The new things have come – a different quality

II. The things from God

A. God was by means of Christ reconciling the world to Himself

1. God does NOT need to be reconciled to us

2. We need to be reconciled to God

a. Our sins/trespasses that have accumulated must be removed

b. Our sins made us ‘active enemies’ of God

c. SEE: Romans 5:10

B. God’s role

1. He erases the sin

2. He cancels the debit in His ledger

3. He blots out the hand writing with Christ’s blood

C. God gave us the ministry of reconciliation

1. “The church is the community of the saved, the people who receive, proclaim, and live by the reconciliation effected by Christ” (Ferguson, Biblical Ecclesiology, p. 129).

2. Committed to us the “word of reconciliation” AKA:

a. “Brethren, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear God, to us the word of this salvation is sent out” (Acts 13:26).

b. “For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18).

c. “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ, I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain” (Philippians 2:14-16). 

D. Ambassadors for Christ

1. A direct commission from Christ for the work of the church

2. Bring to men the offer and conditions of God, whereby men can become citizens of the empire of God and members of His family

3. The position of ambassador

a. Living in a foreign land where a foreign language is spoken, different traditions are honored and a completely different way of life

b. Speaking for his country – the very voice of authority

c. The honor of the country rests in his hands

Application

A. As Christians, we live in a foreign land – we are citizens of heaven – therefore we are different

B. As Christians, we speak the words of Christ – bringing the message that God wants all to be reconciled to Him

1. “This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth”  (1 Timothy 2:3,4).

2. “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

C. As Christians, our every word and action will make people think more – or less – of Christ and His church

D. Paul pleads, “Be reconciled to God!”
E. Without Christ there is NO

1. Radiance

2. Redemption

3. Resurrection from the dead

4. Reconciliation

F. Reconciliation began in the mind of God before the foundation of the world

1. It continued with the death of Jesus on the cross and is not yet completed

2. Reconciliation continues until Jesus comes to claim His own

3. We continue to be ambassadors for Jesus as we bring this message of reconciliation to those who are entangled in sin

4. “And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain – for He says, ‘At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the day of salvation I helped you’; behold now is ‘the acceptable time,’ behold, now is ‘the day of salvation’” (2 Corinthians 6:1,2). 
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