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The Righteousness of God

Romans 10

Introduction

A. “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you…” (Hosea 4:6).

B. As we raise our children (or as you remember raising your children)

1. We send them to school

2. We encourage them to excel

3. We check and even sign the report cards

4. Why?  

a. We want them to have a better opportunity in life than we did

b. We don’t want them to make the same mistakes we did

c. We recognize the value of a good education

C. In the book of Romans, Paul is anxious about his people, just as we are about our children

1. He wanted them to know and understand how the righteousness of God is received

2. He wanted to show that salvation is for everyone who believes

3. He wanted to warn them of the consequences of rejecting God’s righteousness

I. God’s righteousness – Received through faith

A. The contrast (5-8)

1. The description of righteousness by law

a. “So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the Lord” (Leviticus 18:5).

b. “‘Cursed is he who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’  And all the people shall say, ‘Amen’” (Deuteronomy 27:26).

c. “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all the things written in the book of the Law, to perform them”(Galatians 3:10).

2. The description of righteousness by faith

a. It is near and accessible – “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (10:8).

b. It is realized in the heart and mouth – “ …if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation” (10:9,10).

c. It is assured to the humble believer – “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed” (10:11).

B. The different kinds of works addressed in the Bible

1. Works of the Law

a. No one can be saved by keeping the works of Moses’ law

b. “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law” (Romans 3:28).

2. Works of human merit

a. “I gave blood”

b. “I sent money to NYC”

c. “I’m a good person; therefore, I do not need Jesus Christ”

d. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast” (Eph. 2:8,9).

3. Works of obedience

a. Works required and approved by God

b. “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (John 6:29).

c. “…having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead” (Colossians 2:12).

God’s righteousness for everyone who believes

A. No distinction between Jew and Gentile (praise the Lord!)

1. “Whoever believes” (10:11)
2. “no distinction” (10:12)
3. “riches for all” (10:12)
4. “the same Lord is Lord of all” (10:12)
B. All who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved

1. Action is involved – not merely speaking words

2. “And why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46).

3. “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

C. The process of the gospel message (10:14,15)

1. One must first hear the message

2. One must then respond in obedient faith

3. The messenger must present God’s message

II. God’s righteousness rejected by Israel

A. Israel heard the message

B. Israel understood the message

C. Israel’s problem - Ignorance

1. Disobedient

2. Obstinate

3. Literally ignorance compounded by stubbornness!

D. How Israel was ignorant

1. Ignorant of God’s righteousness – Christ was the end of the Law to everyone who believed

2. Ignorant in that they tried to establish their own righteousness

3. Ignorance would ask 

a. That Christ be brought down from heaven or up from the dead

b. That the word be brought near (it was already near)

4. Ignorant  because they missed the point of the ‘whosoever’ prophecies

a. Isaiah 28:16 (cited in 10:11)

b. Joel 2:32 (cited in 10:13)

5. Ignorant in that they missed the point of preaching

Conclusion

A. Israel, as a nation, had a zeal to be righteous

1. Does the US have that same zeal?

2. Do you have that same zeal?

B. Israel, in her ignorance, rejected God’s scheme of redemption

1. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ” (10:17)

2. Righteousness does NOT come by our own good works or by obeying the Law of Moses

C. Israel, in spite of all the evidence, stubbornly resisted the truth

1. Is the US in the same vicious circle of resisting the truth?

2. Are you still resisting the truth?

1

