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The Search for the Savior

(NOTES)

Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-12

“Born to be a sacrifice for the sins of the world, it was fitting and proper that he should be born in the midst of this special flock of sheep” (Wayne D. Leeper, Star of Jacob, p. 62). 

Why were the shepherds ‘keeping watch’ over their flock of sheep?

“For close by Bethlehem, on the road to Jerusalem, was a tower, known as Migdal Eder, ‘the watch-tower of the flock.’ For here was the station where shepherds watched the flocks destined for sacrifice in the Temple. So well known was this, that if animals were found as far from Jerusalem as Migdal Eder, and within the circuit on every side, the males were offered as burnt-offerings, the females as peace-offerings” (Alfred Edersheim, Sketches of Jewish Social Life, pp. 79,80). 

The first mention of this tower is found in Genesis 35:20, 21

“And Jacob set up a pillar over her grave; that is the pillar of Rachel’s grave to this day. Then Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.”

Note also the mention in Micah 4:6-8

“In that day, declares the Lord, I will assemble the lame, and gather the outcasts, even those whom I have afflicted. I will make the lame a remnant, and the outcasts a strong nation, and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion, from now on and forever. And as for you, tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you it will come – even the former dominion will come, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.”
“From the beginning of Jewish history, Bethlehem and the Migdal Eder have been associated with the Messianic hope of Israel. Thus it was that on this particular night these special shepherds of the sacrificial sheep were keeping their watch by night when an angel of the Lord appeared to them with the message that would change the history of the world” (Wayne D. Leeper, Star of Jacob, p. 64).

“Bethlehem means ‘house of bread’…. We do not know when the town received its name, nor by whom the name was given, but as God had chosen it as the birthplace of Jesus for many centuries before the incarnation, he may have caused it to be named Bethlehem, or ‘house of bread,’ with prophetic reference to Him who is the ‘Bread of Life’” (McGarvey/Pendleton, The Fourfold Gospel, p. 40). 

The shepherds response:

1. Terribly frightened – “Here are seen both the profound awe, and the irresistible attraction, which man feels in the presence of the divine…The emotion would be a combination of fright and reverence” (Anthony L. Ash, Living Word Commentary, ‘Luke Part I’, p. 29).  

2. Absolutely decisive – “Let us go straight to Bethlehem”
3. Blatantly evangelistic – “They made known the statement”
The Magi’s response:

1. Rejoiced exceedingly with great joy

2. They fell down and worshipped Him
3. They presented gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
“It is interesting that Jesus’ birth was marked by the manifestation of miraculous light, while the land was covered with darkness at his death” (Leeper, Star of Jacob, p. 110).

“His birth has been commercialized, secularized, and symbolized in a thousand ways, but it has never been denied, ignored, or minimized. The light which beamed brightly that night has become a symbol of hope and peace for all mankind” (Leeper, Star of Jacob, p. 113).

“It is beneficial at this point to summarize the information concerning the Shechinah glory that has been made obvious by this study from the Old Testament.

1. The Shechinah glory refers to a phenomenon, which is referred to in the scriptures as ‘the glory of the Lord.’

2. The Shechinah glory is always equated with the visual manifestation of the presence of God

3. It is manifested in the form of a bright light, sometimes partially covered by a cloud.

4. It has the ability to move up and down, east, west, north or south, to go before people in the fashion of leading them, and to hover over a particular location.

5. In the Old Testament the Shechinah glory was seen in both Jerusalem and Babylon” (Leeper, Star of Jacob, p. 132). 

“How few people knew when the child was born! It was made known to a few humble shepherds out on the Judaean hills and to some Wisemen in the far East. But no one in temple or palace in Jerusalem was granted a revelation of the birth of the King. How few people know even yet that Christ is come! Even in Christian lands, the masses go on in ignorance while the faithful few hear the songs of the angels or bring gifts to the King” (R.C. Foster, Introduction and Early Ministry, p. 241).

“The first inquirers for Jesus were shepherds, the second were wise men, the third was a king, the fourth were scribes and priests. He wakens inquiry among all classes; but each uses a different means of research. The shepherds are directed by angels; the wise men by a star; the scribes by Scripture; the king by counselors” ” (McGarvey/Pendleton, The Fourfold Gospel, p. 45).

“It is a lovely thought that the shepherds who looked after the Temple lambs were the first to see the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Barclay, Daily Study Bible, ‘Luke’, p. 17).

“The star, as one of the temporary incidentals of Christianity, faded away; but the Sun of righteousness which took its place in the spiritual firmament shines on, and shall shine on forever” ” (McGarvey/Pendleton, The Fourfold Gospel, p. 47).

The gospel needs to begin with ‘do not fear’ because it removes sin and death.

The titles for the child’s work:

1. Savior

2. Christ

3. Lord

“That there was no room in the inn was symbolic of what was to happen to Jesus. The only place where there was room for Him was on a cross. He sought an entry to the over-crowded hearts of men; He could not find it; and still His search – and His rejection – go on” (Barclay, Daily Study Bible, ‘Luke’, p. 16). 

The Search for the Savior

Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-12

Introduction

A. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

B. In an unlikely spot, to a weary family is born the Savior of all mankind

1. Having traveled to Bethlehem from Nazareth, Joseph and Mary arrive for the required census – every man to his “own city”

2. Possibly delayed in their travels by the eminent birth of their first born, Joseph and Mary arrive to find “no room at the inn”

3. READ Luke 2:1-7

a. We know and love this story so well

b. We used to depict this story in our school plays


C. Today, let’s determine the response of certain individuals and learn lessons from their response

a. The shepherds – Luke 2:8-20

b. The King




c. The Scribes and Priests 
Matthew 2:1-12

d. The Magi

I. The shepherds

A. Background information 

1. Why were shepherds in the field with the sheep?

a. If it was December 25, it would have been an incredibly difficult job

b. “For close by Bethlehem, on the road to Jerusalem, was a tower, known as Migdal Eder, ‘the watch-tower of the flock.’ For here was the station where shepherds watched the flocks destined for sacrifice in the Temple. So well known was this, that if animals were found as far from Jerusalem as Migdal Eder, and within the circuit on every side, the males were offered as burnt-offerings, the females as peace-offerings” (Alfred Edersheim, Sketches of Jewish Social Life, pp. 79,80). 

2. The first mention of this tower is found in Genesis 35:20, 21

“And Jacob set up a pillar over her grave; that is the pillar of Rachel’s grave to this day. Then Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.”

3. Note also the mention in Micah 4:6-8

“In that day, declares the Lord, I will assemble the lame, and gather the outcasts, even those whom I have afflicted. I will make the lame a remnant, and the outcasts a strong nation, and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion, from now on and forever. And as for you, tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you it will come – even the former dominion will come, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.”
4. “From the beginning of Jewish history, Bethlehem and the Migdal Eder have been associated with the Messianic hope of Israel. Thus it was that on this particular night these special shepherds of the sacrificial sheep were keeping their watch by night when an angel of the Lord appeared to them with the message that would change the history of the world” (Wayne D. Leeper, Star of Jacob, p. 64).

B. Their initial response

1. Terribly frightened 

2. Here are seen both profound awe and irresistible attraction -–the combination of fright and reverence (verse 9)

C. The angel’s message (verses 10-12)

1. Good news of great joy

2. Today in the city of David (Bethlehem – ‘house of bread’ – prophetic reference to ‘The Bread of Life’)

3. Titles for the Child’s work

a. Savior – “You shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

b. Christ – the anointed One

c. Lord – the Master

D. Their continued response

1. Absolutely decisive – there was no hesitation; no committee meeting (verse 15)

2. Blatantly evangelistic – ALL who heard it wondered (verse 18)

II. The King, Scribes, Priests and Magi – Read Matthew 2:1-2 

A. Background information on the Magi

1. From the east

a. Arabia

b. Persia

c. Babylon

2. The prophet Daniel was referred to as “the chief of the Magi” (Daniel 5:11)

a. Possibly they had been taught by their forefathers about the only true God

b. To this day, the people of Iran hold the prophet Daniel in high esteem

1) My barber in Prince Rupert is from Iran and told me that his people, to this day, hold the prophet Daniel in high regard

2) They have erected shrines to remember him

B. King Herod’s response – Read Matthew 2:3-8

1. He was troubled

a. This was a crazy old king

b. He had eliminated all of the possible threats to his throne by murder, many of whom were his own family members

c. The text says that ‘all Jerusalem’ was troubled as well

2. He gathered together all the chief priests and scribes

a. He knew where to go for detailed and correct information

b. These men spent their time reading and copying the texts of the Bible

c. Herod was not a Jew, and realized he needed specialized information

d. He brought in experts who gave him the right answers

3. According to Matthew 2:16, his agenda was destruction of the eminent threat – the real ‘king of the Jews’

a. Herod had usurped the throne of Judah

b. Herod was not in the line of David and had no right to be king

c. He feared for his job

C. The scribes’ and priests’ response

1. They quoted the scriptures

a. They knew Micah’s prediction that Bethlehem would be the place of Christ’s birth

b. There was no question in their mind – they knew what the scripture said and believed it

2. Then they did the ‘unthinkable’ – they returned to their business as if nothing had even happened

D. The Magi’s response

1. They had left their homeland and traveled a great distance (over 600 miles as the crow flies)

a. Imagine a trip from Denver to the Grand Canyon (about 650 miles)

b. Now imagine walking to the Grand Canyon

2. They made careful inquiry concerning the location of the ‘King of the Jews’

a. Therefore, we can rest assured that these were not ‘wise men’ but rather ‘wise women’ – they asked for directions

b. When looking for a king in Palestine, naturally you would proceed to Jerusalem – the capitol

c. They had made a serious commitment to their purpose – Worship Him!

3. They rejoiced exceedingly with great joy!

4. They presented gifts as they worshiped the King of kings

Application


A. “The first inquirers for Jesus were shepherds, the second were wise men, the third was a king, the fourth were scribes and priests. He wakens inquiry among all classes; but each uses a different means of research. The shepherds are directed by angels; the wise men by a star; the scribes by Scripture; the king by counselors” ” (McGarvey/Pendleton, The Fourfold Gospel, p. 45).

B. “How few people knew when the child was born! It was made known to a few humble shepherds out on the Judaean hills and to some Wisemen in the far East. But no one in temple or palace in Jerusalem was granted a revelation of the birth of the King. How few people know even yet that Christ is come! Even in Christian lands, the masses go on in ignorance while the faithful few hear the songs of the angels or bring gifts to the King” (R.C. Foster, Introduction and Early Ministry, p. 241).

C. Our response should cause changes in the heart

1. The response of King Herod was selfish – it drove him further into his self-inflicted madness

2. The response of the scribes and priests was also focused inward

a. They knew the Scriptures and were even proud of how well they could quote Scripture

b. Their knowledge of the Scripture, however, did nothing for the condition of their hearts

c. They looked up the answer, gave the right answer, and then went about their lives as if nothing had changed

3. The response of the Magi was focused outward – toward God

a. They were led by divine guidance

b. They did not question the cost or worry about the time they would spend

c. They had one goal – to worship the King – they accomplished this goal

4. The response of the shepherds was focused outward as well – toward God and toward others

a. They diligently searched for the Child and found Him, just as the angels had told them

b. Upon their confirmation that this was indeed the Savior, the Christ and Lord, they spread the news to all who would listen

D. The gospel message today remains the same

1. At first it instills fear – a combination of fright and reverence

2. Just as the angels calmed the fears of the shepherds, the gospel is designed to cast out all fear

3. Jesus was born of a virgin, announced by angels, worshiped by wise men, and proclaimed to be the Christ by shepherds

E. Is Christ your Savior and Lord?

1. Follow the example of the shepherds

a. If your are outside of Christ, if you have not put Him on in baptism, be ‘terribly frightened!’

b. The good news, however, is that you can live w/o fear when you are washed in the blood of the Lamb

c. Make your decision – absolute and final – become a child of God by obeying His commands – “Arise and be baptized and wash away your sins calling on the name of the Lord”

d. Then you can be ‘blatantly evangelistic’ – telling others what you already know about your salvation

2. Make Christ your Savior and Lord today, while we stand and sing….
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