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The source of love = God  -  1 John 4:7-21
The love shown = Christ

The result of this love = Salvation

Love one another  -  4:7,11,12,21

God is love

Showed His love among us

Live through Him

Atoning sacrifice

Given us His Spirit = Love

Whoever does not love does not know God

Whoever lives in love lives in God

Whoever loves God must also love his brother

God loves us, therefore, we must love our brothers!

His love is made complete in us 4:12

Love is made complete in us 4:17

Response to Love (1 John 4:7-21)

1. Accepting God’s love

2. Confessing God’s love

3. Abiding in God’s love

4. Practicing God’s love

Reasons to be a loving person

1. Love is of God

2. Everyone that loves is born of God

3. Everyone that loves knows God

4. God is love

“Human love is a reflection of something in the divine nature itself” (A.E. Brooke).

“Love comes from God, and love leads to God” (Barclay, p. 115).

Lessons about Christ

1. He is the bringer of life – living in Christ turns mere existence into fullness of life

2. He is the restorer of the lost relationship with God – an atoning sacrifice

3. He is the Savior of the world – enabling men to face time and meet eternity

4. He is the Son of God – enabling men to perfectly find, know and love God

“This confession of the deity of Jesus Christ implies surrender and obedience also, not mere lip service (cf. 1 Cor. 12:3; Rom. 10:6-12)” (Word Studies, Kenneth S. Wuest, p. 168).  

OUGHT – ‘to be compelled by obligation or duty; 

2:6 – “…the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.” ojfeivlei – 3rd per. singular present indicative 

3:16 – “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”  ojfeivlomen – 1st person plural present indicative

4:11 – “Beloved, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” ojfeivlomen - 1st person plural present indicative


From:  ojfeivlw – owe, be indebted; see: Romans 13:8 – “owe nothing to anyone except to love each other”

The Source of Love

1 John 4:7-21

Introduction


A.  

I. Love one another (4:7-12)

A. Reasons to love one another

1. Love is from God (7)

2. We are born of God (7)

3. God sent His unique, only one of His kind, Son (9,10)

4. His love is perfected in us (12,17)

5. He first loved us (19)

B. Since God loved us so much, we OUGHT to love one another (4:11)

1. OUGHT – ‘to be compelled by obligation or duty’ 

2. 2:6 – “…the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.” ojfeivlei – 3rd per. singular present indicative 

3. 3:16 – “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”  ojfeivlomen – 1st person plural present indicative

4. 4:11 – “Beloved, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” ojfeivlomen - 1st person plural present indicative - From:  ojfeivlw – owe, be indebted
II. Abide in Him (4:13-16)

A. Proof that He abides in us = He has given us His Spirit

1. “Repent and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

2. An action that occurred in the past with continuing results 

B. Reason to abide in Him 

1. The Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world

2. Our reason is based on competent witnesses

C. Obligations of all who wish to abide in Him

1. Confess that Jesus is the Son of God

“If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest expression every portion of the truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however, boldly I may be professing Christ.  Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be steady on all the battlefield besides, is mere flight and disgrace, if he flinches at that point” (Martin Luther).

2. Come to know and believe the love which God has for us

III. Have confidence (4:17-21)
A. Love is perfected in us

B. No fear

1. Confidence in the day of judgment

2. Fear involves punishment  

Conclusion

A. Love one another

1. Not just during the ‘holiday season’

2. This is ‘seeking the best interest of another’

3. This is a commandment – DO NOT TAKE THIS LIGHTLY!

B. Abide in Him

1. This occurs as we study the revelation of God’s will – AKA: The Holy Bible

2. This comes with a price tag and a reward

a. The world will hate you

b. God will love you and abide in you

C. Have confidence

1. You will win

2. “…it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27)

3. “Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness” (Romans 11:22).

D. If you are not a Christian, today is your day – you may gain access to the love of God

E. If you profess to be a Christian, ACT LIKE IT!

1. You say, “I love God!”, and yet you can’t stand your sister-in-law

2. The Holy Spirit, through the pen of John, calls you a LIAR

a. Politically incorrect

b. Religiously correct

3. Logic: How can you possibly love someone you haven’t seen when you are incapable of loving someone you have seen?

F. This is the only way to be recognized as Christians

1. “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).
2.  “owe nothing to anyone except to love each other” (Romans 13:8)
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