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The Vision, The Thorn, The Grace 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10

Introduction

A. Visions were common in the NT

1. Zechariah, the father of John the immerser (Luke 1:8-23)

2. Jesus’ transfiguration described as a vision (Matthew 17:9)

3. The women who visited Jesus’ tomb had visions of angels (Luke 24:22-24)

4. Stephen’s vision of Jesus at his death (Acts 7:55,56)

5. Ananias’ vision telling him to go to Saul (Acts 9:10)

6. Peter’s vision of clean and unclean animals (Acts 10:17-19; 11:5)

7. Peter’s vision of an angel when released from prison (Acts 12:9)

8. John’s vision on the Isle of Patmos (Revelation 1:1)

9. Paul’s vision of the man from Macedonia (Acts 16:9-10)

10. Paul, on the road to Damascus (Acts 22:6-11; 26:12-20)

11. Paul’s encouraging vision while in Corinth (Acts 18:9-11)

12. Paul’s vision of an angel on the ship about to be wrecked (Acts 27:23-25)

B. Hardship was common in the NT

1. Herod kills all the male babies 2 years old and younger (Matthew 2:16)
2. The woman suffering from a hemorrhage for 12 years (Matthew 9:20)

3. John the immerser beheaded in prison (Matthew 14:10)

4. Great multitudes bringing the lame, crippled, blind, dumb to Jesus to be healed (Matthew 15:30)

5. Paying taxes (Matthew 17:24)
6. Prejudice: the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well (John 4:9)

7. Fear of the Jews (John 7:13)

8. A man born blind (John 9:1)

9. Death of close friends and family (John 11:21)

10. Violence: Malchus, the high priest’s slave, ear cut off (John 18:10)

11. Betrayal: Judas (John 18:2)

12. Denial: Peter (John 18:25-27)

C. Grace

1. God provided the visions for our benefit

2. God allowed the hardships to produce strength

3. God supplied the grace sufficient for ALL

D. Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to develop what was given to Paul 

(Open your Bibles to 2 Corinthians 12:1-10)

1. The vision

2. The thorn

3. The grace

I. The vision

A. The 3rd heaven

1. ‘3rd’ defined

a. Sky, where the birds fly

b. Space, where the planets are

c. Heaven, where God lives

2. Similar, no doubt to the visions had by Isaiah (6:1) and John (Revelation 4:1,2).

a. A vision of the throne of God

b. Paul does not know if he was in the body or out of the body during this vision.  In his mind, either one was possible
B. Paradise

1. Paul further describes this place as ‘paradise’

a. Literally: ‘an enclosed, luxurious garden often only found among royalty’

b. Reminds me of the garden of Eden

1) Planted and prepared by God Himself

2) Here, God invites Paul to enter Paradise


2. God Himself wished to grant a very special honor upon Paul by making him a companion in Paradise

II. The thorn (literally ‘stake’)

A. A ‘stake’ in the flesh

1. Just when you thought ‘It doesn’t get any better than this’, a STAKE in the flesh
2. Sometimes criminals were  impaled upon a sharp stake

3. The very word indicates:

a. Savage pain

b. Physical suffering

c. Intermittent, never keeping Paul wholly from his work

4. Suggestions as to what it was

a. Physical appearance (2 Cor. 10:10)

b. Epilepsy (Gal. 4:14; the Galatians did not ‘spit’ at him as they would an ordinary epileptic)

c. Migraine headaches (Tertullian & Jerome)

d. Eye trouble (blinded on the road to Damascus, Acts 9; “See what large letters I am writing to you” Gal. 6:11)

e. Malaria – frequent travels in foreign lands 

B. A messenger of Satan

1. Satan probably jumped at God’s permission to afflict Paul

2. God allowed it in order to successfully keep Paul from being exalted above measure
C. 3 times entreated the Lord to have it depart from him
1. God did not answer Paul the way Paul wanted

2. Rather, God gave Paul the strength to endure it

3. God does not spare us things

4. God makes us able to conquer them and to come through them

III. The grace

A. The answer
1. My grace is sufficient

a. Physical weariness

b. Physical pain

c. Opposition

d. Able to face slander

2. Power is perfected in weakness

B. Ability to boast

1. Weakness in flesh

2. Power of Christ dwells in me

3. God’s grace expressed His acceptance and approval

4. God’s grace is the very strength of God

C. When I am weak, then I am strong

“It is the glory of life that it is in our weakness that we find this wondrous grace, for always, man’s limit is God’s opportunity” (Barclay, p. 290).

1. In the end, Paul welcomes the infirmity

2. What a triumph!  What can the world do to such a person so firm in the grip of Jesus

3. God allowed this to show a divine strength in Paul

Conclusion

A. Look to the ‘vision’ of heaven


1.  Set your eye on the goal - heaven



2.  “Fixing your eyes on Jesus,  the author and perfecter of faith”


3.  Capture the vision that will motivate you on to your future home


B.  Accept the pitfalls, and ‘stakes’ as something designed for your benefit




1.  Worldly wisdom says: “You need a positive mental outlook”



2.  Worldly wisdom says: “The power is within you”



3.  Worldly wisdom says: “Look deep within the inner man”



4.  Worldly wisdom says: “You really need a support group”


C.  Recognize the never-ending supply of grace from your heavenly Father



1.  Godly wisdom says: “My grace is sufficient”



2.   Godly wisdom says: “Let your requests be made known to God”


3.  Godly wisdom says:  My grace is available all of the time
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