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Introduction

A. All the world loves a ‘volunteer’

1. From WWII to ‘Operation Freedom’, it stirs the soul to see young men and women step forward and take upon themselves some dangerous assignment

2. A popular movie series has implemented the story of a few ‘volunteers’ to do the impossible

B. David presents a king who is also priest who volunteers to be the leader in a deadly encounter with a cruel opponent 

1. A battle to the death

2. It is to end with the Volunteer in victory

3. A vivid picture

a. A throng of youthful warriors take their place as near the Leader as possible

b. These are volunteers

c. As the Leader rushes forward into battle, the death struggle involves many brave, young warriors who seem to be born for this rendezvous

I. The King volunteers

A. The setting

1. Seated at the right hand of God in the divine throne room

2. The Messiah is ready, willing and able to shoulder His part of the responsibility to redeem and restore humanity

B. The titles

1. King

2. Priest – after the order of Melchizedek

C. The mood

1. Gazing longingly at the lost of mankind on earth

2. Yearning to see the power of the devil broken so that men may return to the Father’s house

3. A great, burning passion to save

4. He will go forth to save them

5. He looks about Him for volunteers

a. Who will be the soldiers of His army?

b. Will He have to go alone?

c. Will His soldiers have the same desire as His?

II. Eager volunteers

A. The spontaneous response

1. “Thy people will volunteer freely”

a. Is that still true today?

b. What will you volunteer for this year?

2. There is no ‘draft’…there is no ‘pressure’…just multitudes responding

3. A glad, natural sacrifice of all to the One who richly deserves all

4. “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service” (Romans 12:1).  

B. The volunteer described

1. Young, vigorous and venturesome

2. “In holy array, from the womb of the dawn, Thy youth are to Thee as the dew”
a. They have not grown old enough to be ruled by caution and fears

b. They are young enough to be good soldiers

1) Army officers do not want older men for the most hazardous endeavors

2) Youth must be brought in to dare and risk and plunge forward into dangerous ventures

3. The source of ‘eternal youth’

“Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Everlasting god, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired.  His understanding is inscrutable.  He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power.  Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary” (Isaiah 40:28-31).

4. “Holy array” – Like their Leader, the volunteers are seen as priests

a. “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).

b. The one mission of our High Priest is to bring man and God back together

c. The one mission of the ‘royal priesthood’ is to bring mankind into a right relationship with God

d. “As the Great High Priest offers Himself on the altar to save men they will offer their hearts to Him in holy living” (Yates, Preaching from the Psalms, p. 38, 1948).

5. Dew

a. A symbol of the refreshing lift the weary, sin-sick world needs

b. The ‘water of life’ accompanied by multitudes of holy associates who have been given the power to distribute this refreshing, healing, nourishing dew

III. Eligibility

A. The cost

1. Higher than you might imagine

a. Satan has placed the wrong price tags on so many things

b. Jesus said to a rich young man, ‘Sell all you have and follow Me’ – to wit the young man went away saddened

c. Saul (later known as Paul) met the Lord on the road to Damascus and gave it all up – power, prestige, prominence – to follow the Priest/King

2. Hear – Believe – Obey

a. Many find that too obvious – even too simple – and refuse

b. Few find it and embrace it and give themselves completely over to Him

B. The benefits

1. No condemnation

2. Every spiritual blessing

3. New creature

4. Eternal life

5. Eternal glory

6. Salvation

C. The guarantee 

1. Victory

2. We win!

D. The option

1. Volunteers only – no one can force you 

2. Let your mind accept Him as the only source for life

3. You will not be able to hold yourself back

4. Through His eyes, you will see lost, miserable men and women without a Savior, heading toward an endless Hell

5. You will not hesitate – do not hesitate – come to Him today!   
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