Wanted: True Disciples

John 6:1-71

Introduction

A. How to separate the ‘men from the boys’

B. Capture their attention, test them, teach them, separate them

I. The Sign (miracle) – Feeding 5,000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish

A. A summary of the account

1. Multitudes followed Jesus – He healed those who were sick

2. The Passover Feast was ‘at hand’

3. The dilemma

a. Buy bread – 200 denarii would not be sufficient

b. Send them home

c. Feed them with what is available – 5 loaves, 2 fish

4. The miracle

a. They all ate as much as they wanted – a smorgasbord 

b. The disciples picked up the left overs

5. The result

a. This is the Prophet who is come into the world (see: Deut. 18:15)

b. Jesus withdrew knowing they wanted to make Him their earthly king

1) Their ideas of the kingdom were radically mistaken

2) How easily enthusiasm turns into foolishness and mischief

B. A purpose for the account

1. This ‘sign’ was designed to teach and test those involved

2. This ‘sign’ would determine the location of the one listening

a. Spiritually minded would see this as confirmation that Jesus was the ‘Prophet’

b. Worldly minded would see this a ‘free food’

II. The Storm

A. A summary of the account

1. Not wanting His disciples to remain with the ‘worldly crowd’, Jesus sends them across the Sea of Galilee (Mark 6:45)

2. While Jesus prays alone on the mountain, His disciples find themselves in imminent danger of being drowned

3. Symbolic significance

a. Night

b. Without Jesus – this temporary absence was mere preparation for His perpetual absence

c. No progress being made

B. A purpose for the account

1. Endure

2. Be immovable

3. Hold fast

III. The Sermon

A. A summary of the account

1. I am the bread of life

a. Came down from heaven

b. I Myself will raise him up on the last day – RESURRECTION

c. The doctrine of His life, death and resurrection would become the very ‘meat’ on which the devout, enlightened, thankful believers would feast

2. Startling, apparently gross, harsh style

a. Jesus spoke with Calvary in view

b. He set Himself up as the ‘Passover Lamb’ – the sacrificial victim, whose blood is shed and whose flesh is eaten

c. Eating His flesh and drinking His blood all signify belief – FAITH

1) The Word became flesh and dwelt among us

2) He was crucified

3) He was raised from the dead

4) He ascended to glory – seated at the right hand of God

B. A purpose for the account

1. Humbly pray to be taught of God

2. Humbly search for and bring to light Christ’s own mind

IV. The Separation

A. A summary of the account

1. Upon hearing these troubling words, “many of His disciples withdrew, and were not walking with Him anymore” (John 6:66).

2. Like a fierce wind, it separated the ‘wheat from the chaff’

3. Separating the true disciple from the false disciple

4. Jesus was not the man the multitude had taken Him for

B. A purpose for the account

1. Christ wanted a certain type of disciple

a. God-given (6:37)

b. God-drawn (6:44)

c. God-taught (6:45)

d. Willing to continue in His word (8:31)

2. To strengthen His own disciples

a. “You do not want to go away also, do you?” (John 6:67)

b. The three anchors that kept them from drifting with the crowd

1) Sincerity – they really wanted to know the “words of eternal life”

2) Clear perception of the alternatives
a) John the baptist is dead

b) Scribes and Pharisees – superficial, hypocrites

c) Multitude – too easily swayed by any wind

d) Sadducees – no resurrection, no angels, no spirits – God forbid!

3) They believed He was the Holy One of God

Application

A. The ‘sign’

1. Jesus is who He claims to be

2. Jesus is the Son of God

3. Jesus is the true ‘Passover Lamb’

B. The ‘storm’

1. In the account found in Matthew 14:28, Peter stepped out of the boat and almost immediately began to sink

2. When we are weak in faith, we will ‘sink’

3. The triumph of strong faith is to walk on the waves, glorying in tribulation and counting it all joy when exposed to various temptations

C. The ‘sermon’ 

1. Designed to judge the listeners

2. All sermons have the same design

3. Are you ‘spiritual’ or ‘worldly’?

D. The ‘separation’

1. As with the account in John, those who hear the message today have a choice to make

2. How ready are we to follow the crowd regardless of where they are going

3. It requires moral courage to stand alone!

4. Be willing to make the time and take the trouble to get into the heart of the gospel story

5. This anchor is not attainable by listless, random reading

6. It is available by a close, prayerful study, pursued for years

7. Do not turn your back on Jesus – He wants you as His disciple

a. God-given

c.  God-taught

b. God-drawn

d.  Continuing in His word

